Week of May 6, 2017
Match of the Week: Seth Rollins vs. Finn Balor vs. The Miz: Intercontinental Championship No. 1 Contender's Triple Threat Match - Raw, May 1
WWE Payback featured a slew of great matches all night long, but interestingly enough, this week's best bout occurred on Raw in the main event. Seth Rollins, Finn Balor and The Miz clashed in a tremendous Triple Threat match where the winner would earn a shot at Dean Ambrose's Intercontinental Championship. Although it took some time for the match to get going early on, they picked up the pace coming out of the commercial break and delivered an exciting bout. Following interference from Bray Wyatt and Samoa Joe, Miz was able to steal the win. 

Superstar of the Week: Alexa Bliss
When Alexa Bliss arrived on Raw in the Superstar Shake-up, it was evident it wouldn't take her long at all to claim the flagship show's women's division as her own. At Payback, she had the chance to capture the Raw Women's Championship and humiliate Bayley by beating her in her hometown in the process. Surprisingly enough, she was able to get the job done on Sunday night, take the title and make history by becoming the first woman to hold the Raw and SmackDown Women's Championships. As if that wasn't enough, she had a coronation on the next night's Raw before pinning Bayley in tag action. 

Show of the Week: WWE Payback, April 30
Raw hasn't had the most stellar streak of quality pay-per-view events since the dawn of the Brand Split last summer. Plus, the build to Payback wasn't exactly amazing, but the event ultimately exceeded all expectations in being a strong show on Sunday night. Quite honestly, there was very little to complain about, and almost everything entertained me in some form or fashion. Raw and SmackDown were both relatively solid this week, but the Payback pay-per-view had me the most excited for what the future holds for Team Red. Here's hoping they can keep the momentum rolling. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Roman Reigns vs. Braun Strowman: Once again, Reigns and Strowman showed that they have exceptional chemistry together by putting together a great main event for Payback. It wasn't contested under extreme rules, but it felt like it was with all the brawling they did and how they were battering each other relentlessly. The crowd ate it up and it was on par with their encounter from Fastlane. Most importantly, Strowman won clean! Sure, Reigns didn't sell his shoulder and rib injuries completely throughout the bout, but him taking the loss was enough to satisfy me and give Strowman his biggest victory to date.
· The Hardy Boyz vs. Cesaro and Sheamus: Similar to Strowman vs. Reigns, this match was an absolute war. What's funny is that I don't think it was supposed to be. Jeff lost a tooth and Matt's face was bleeding at one point, but they survived and retained their Raw Tag Team Championship. The post-match angle with Cesaro and Sheamus attacking the champs and turning heel was really well done and I liked the follow-up on Raw. The feud feels fresher with their change in character and their next match should be even better.
· Bayley vs. Alexa Bliss: It was weird that Bliss never seemed to have excellent chemistry with Becky Lynch on SmackDown Live, yet Bliss and Bayley clicked right off the bat. We saw shades of how well they work together in NXT, but this was easily Bliss' best bout on the main roster to date. I fully expected Bayley to walk out of her hometown still Raw Women's Champion, but I was glad they swerved me with Bliss picking up the title instead. Raw's women's division is already in a significantly stronger place than it was even a month ago and this Bliss vs. Bayley feud has crazy potential.
· Kevin Owens vs. Chris Jericho: The two former friends kicked off Payback on a high note with their entertaining affair, which was arguably better than their encounter at WrestleMania. The psychology was perfect and the shocking finish of Jericho regaining the gold was a clever twist to set up the third and final rematch for Tuesday's SmackDown, another above-average outing from them. Jericho will certainly be missed, but he definitely did Owens a solid on the way out.
· Charlotte Flair and Naomi vs. Natalya and Carmella: First and foremost, I am not at all a fan of the idea of bringing back the "faction wars" with the SmackDown Live women's division. I assume we'll be getting a six-woman tag team match at Backlash, but I really hope that's the end of it and we can go back to getting individual storylines. That said, this was a pretty good match that succeeded in what it set out to do: give Naomi a hot comeback, allow Charlotte to come across like an awesome babyface, and cement Carmella as the next in line for a title shot if they wish to go there. Additionally, the crowd was invested in what happened afterward with Becky Lynch.
This Week's Low Points
· Randy Orton vs. Bray Wyatt: I wasn't nearly as harsh on this match as many other people were. In fact, I enjoyed parts of it, especially when they were in the actual House of Horrors. However, it was a poor idea to do on pay-per-view because the live crowd crapped all over it. There were so many logic gaps, but it was so comically bad that I didn't mind it. I hate to complain about Wyatt winning, because he should have, but he was a total afterthought once the match was over. Orton furthered his feud with Jinder Mahal, yes, but Wyatt gained virtually nothing from the victory, and I assume now he moves on to lose to Finn Balor.
· Enzo Amore and Big Cass vs. The Club: This match was fine on the Kickoff show, but there wasn't anything all that special about it, so I didn't see the need to resume the rivalry on Monday's Raw by having Amore and Luke Gallows clash in singles competition. Haven't we seen this same feud at least twice before? Obviously, both tandems are in a holding pattern at the moment, but there are more effective ways they can be used right now that doesn't involve having meaningless matches every week.
· Apollo Crews vs. Heath Slater: On the bright side, Crews is winning more matches on Raw than he ever did on SmackDown Live. Unfortunately, no one seems to care about this apparent angle with Titus O'Neil as his manager. I will say I like O'Neil in a managerial role far better than in a wrestling role, but he's damaged goods at this point and associating anyone with him will merely drag them down. Crews has untapped potential and shouldn't be involved in undercard fodder with O'Neil. I'll keep an open mind for now regarding the angle, but what I've seen so far hasn't impressed me.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Sin Cara: I completely forgot Sin Cara was still a part of the roster until he showed up for this match. It was decent for as long as it lasted, but it's simply extremely difficult to care about Ziggler nowadays. He hasn't evolved at all as a heel and it's a shame because I remember how fun he was to watch years ago. Meanwhile, Cara's offense here was better than expected, but he too is a dead character that needs a massive overhaul (and not just his atrocious outfit, either).
· Rich Swann vs. Noam Dar: Truth be told, this was the best match from 205 Live this week from an in-ring standpoint, but I am so beyond ready for this rivalry to conclude that it was hard to enjoy it. Unsurprisingly, the crowd couldn't have cared less, as WWE hasn't done them many favors in terms of endearing either character to the audience. Thankfully, Alicia Fox wasn't involved in this at all and the wrestlers were allowed to do their thing, but then she came out afterward and reunited with Dar! That was an eye-rolling moment if I had ever seen one because it totally defeated the purpose of the entire angle. Please, please let this be it and allow everyone to move on.
