Week of May 7, 2016
Match of the Week: Sami Zayn vs. Kevin Owens - Payback, May 1
Going into WWE Payback, I knew there was a a decent chance Sami Zayn vs. Kevin Owens had the potential to steal the show, but I couldn't be too sure that it ultimately would because of how stacked the rest of the card was. There was a ton of excellent wrestling on Sunday night, but I can safely say that Zayn and Owens had the best bout not only of the evening but the entire week in WWE. And really, does that come as much of a surprise? As WWE have said themselves, Zayn and Owens are destined to fight forever. That awesome video package that preceded their match set up their encounter exceptionally, and they had the remarkable match I wanted to see from them in NXT. The best part about it was that it was only the beginning, and I assume it was the first of many matches to come between them. 

Superstar of the Week: Roman Reigns
Regardless of whether you like him or loathe him, Roman Reigns couldn't care less. He's "The Guy" as he calls himself, and he backed that up this past week with impressive showings every time he stepped inside the squared circle. He faced his toughest adversary to date on Sunday night at Payback in the form of AJ Styles, and although he initially lost by count-out and again by disqualification, he reigned supreme in the end by overcoming the odds and setting back Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson to retain his WWE World Heavyweight Championship. The next night on Raw, he teamed up with his cousins The Usos in a losing effort versus the former Bullet Club members in six-man tag team action, but rebounded in a major way by beating the trio days later in a rematch on SmackDown. 

Show of the Week: WWE Payback, May 1
Everyone had high hopes for Payback given the star-studded card, and while it may not have been the perfect show, it was certainly an entertaining event overall. WrestleMania 32 was too, of course, but I thought Payback was much more successful in setting the tone for this apparent "new era" in WWE. On that note, are we actually entering a new era in WWE as they've claimed we are? I'd like to think so based off how the past month or so of programming has been better than usual with all the fresh faces and storylines, but as long as they keep shoving that down our throats, it won't feel like a new era. Just my two cents. But at any rate, Payback produced a strong show filled with awesome in-ring action, capped off by a compelling albeit overbooked main event. The bar has been set for Extreme Rules in a few weeks. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Roman Reigns vs. AJ Styles: Obviously, I could have done without all the overbooking this match had to offer, but on the bright side, I expected shenanigans, so it wasn't as if they came out of nowhere. They made sense within the story they were trying to tell. When the bout wasn't all about the McMahons, however, Reigns and Styles had a hell of a match. Yes, Styles is the best all-around worker in WWE right now with Seth Rollins out, but Reigns deserves a significant amount of credit as well for his outstanding performance. I look forward to seeing what they can pull off in their Extreme Rules match at the pending pay-per-view.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Chris Jericho: They may not have had the Match of the Night at Payback, but they certainly came close. I've been excited for this feud since the start, and it has only intensified over the past several weeks. It was a very good match from an in-ring standpoint, but I thought the psychology between the two men was even better. Jericho has really rejuvenated his career as a heel while Ambrose has been a fantastic foil for him. Ambrose scored the win as he should have, and we're almost guaranteed a stipulation rematch.
· Intercontinental Championship picture: The Miz and Cesaro had the tough task of following the show-stealer that was Sami Zayn vs. Kevin Owens at Payback, but to their credit, I thought they had a entertaining match over the Intercontinental title, and it meshed nicely with Zayn vs. Owens. Miz retained in a fluky fashion as he should have, and then after all the interaction between the four men on Raw and SmackDown this week, it looks like we're in for a Fatal 4-Way for the strap at Extreme Rules. That should be an amazing match considering the talent involved, and I can't wait for Cesaro and Zayn mixing it up again.
· AJ Styles, Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson vs. Roman Reigns and The Usos: I'm including the main events from Raw and SmackDown in the "Highlights" column for how much I enjoyed them, but it still boggles my mind that more wasn't done to hype either encounter ahead of time, especially the SmackDown match. I liked Styles earning the win for his team on Raw, but why even the score so quickly on SmackDown?
· Eric Young debuts in NXT: Well, this was an interesting surprise. I was in a total state of shock when I read he debuted at last week's set of tapings, but not happy or mad. I wasn't never his biggest fan in TNA, but that's not to say he isn't talented. He can be a valuable asset to the NXT brand, I just think he was dealt a poor hand in TNA for several years. He was never world championship material in my eyes but an upper-midcarder at best. The match between he and Samoa Joe in this week's NXT main event was solid and I didn't have as much of a problem with him tapping out clean as I thought I would. He hasn't officially signed a contract as of this writing, so it would have been foolish for him to win, anyway.
This Week's Low Points
· Charlotte vs. Natalya: Per usual, Charlotte and Natalya produced another above-average match at Payback, but it was hindered by a lousy finish. Rehashing the Montreal Screwjob again? Really? I understood Bret Hart was there to counter Ric Flair, but it was apparent he didn't want to be there, so having him witness yet another version of the Montreal Screwjob seemed like a slap in the face. If nothing else, the double Sharpshooters from Bret and Natalya afterward were a cool visual and the fluky finish kept the feud alive, but there are other ways they could have had Charlotte retain the title without having to rely on such a tired troupe.
· Stephanie McMahon and Shane McMahon: I actually don't despise the decision to have them run Raw together as much as I figured I would, but their new regime is already off to a shaky start. Their segment at Payback, for one thing, dragged beyond belief, though I assume part of that was due to making up time for Enzo Amore's injury. Then, they resurfaced in the main event to restart the match between Roman Reigns and AJ Styles, twice! I think this angle can work as long as they aren't as overexposed as The Authority was.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Baron Corbin: I didn't mind the match, but it wasn't anything special, so relegating it to the Kickoff show might have been for the better. But what a dumb finish. I guess WWE's logic was that Ziggler won via a roll-up so Corbin is protected, but it was asinine to have him lose at all this early into his run. The guy suffered only a handful of losses during his time in NXT, yet he's in WWE for a mere month and he has a loss on his record to Ziggler, who hasn't been relevant in ages. He then went on to get tossed from the Battle Royal on Raw by Ziggler. There are ways for him to get his heat back, but this was a major step backward.
· Enzo Amore's injury: This didn't look pretty in the slightest, and it was certainly a scary moment for everyone involved and no one is to blame. It was just a matter of Enzo being at the wrong place at the wrong time. On the bright side, he was released from the hospital that same night, so here's wishing him a speedy recovery and that he's back to lighting it up on the microphone in no time.
· Goldust vs. Tyler Breeze: By my count, this atrocious angle with Goldust and R-Truth (and now Breeze and Fandango) has been going on for three months, if not longer. And it's still as stupid now as it was when it started, if not worse. I can't beleive they advertised this match for after a commercial break. If anything, it probably drove viewers away, not invited them to stay. It was brief and inconsequential, but at least Breeze got a rare Raw win out of it, for whatever that's worth. He also survived the latest round of roster cuts, so I'm hoping WWE finds direction for him sooner rather than later and has him escape this awful angle that doesn't have an end in sight. As for everyone else involved, I couldn't care less about them.
