Week of May 9, 2015
Match of the Week: Dean Ambrose vs. Seth Rollins - Raw, May 4
This really shouldn't come as any surprise, but Dean Ambrose vs. Seth Rollins might be my favorite on-and-off feud in WWE. I know this may be a bit of a stretch to some, but I honestly feel like their feud is the equivalent to the iconic Triple H vs. Shawn Michaels rivalry of this generation. Whether it's for a match or just a promo, they create magic whenever they share the same ring, and Monday night was no exception. With a spot in the WWE World Heavyweight Championship match at Payback on the line, Ambrose fought Rollins in a rematch from SmackDown and held nothing back. Per usual, the former Shield members went out there and ripped it up, contesting a classic that very well could have headlined a pay-per-view for the prestigious prize. Most importantly, the Canadian crowd ate it all up. Despite interference from J&J Security at the end, Ambrose secured victory and solidified his spot in the title bout at the upcoming pay-per-view, making it a Fatal 4-Way in the process. Trust me, this won't be the last we see them in the ring together one-on-one. 
Superstar of the Week: Rusev
I fear for Rusev right now. There was quite a bit of foreshadowing this past week of a split between him and Lana with the latter going babyface (more on that below), and if that ultimately comes to fruition at Payback, it's all but guaranteed that Rusev is dead in the water indefinitely. I thought it was asinine to have him and John Cena face off in yet another rematch at the next pay-per-view, but I'm hoping they have something up their sleeve (not that they always do, but I'm instilling my full faith in them here). Despite all that, Rusev had a pretty decent past seven days. On Raw, he made quick work of Fandango after catching Lana doing the "dance" and sending her to the back. Days later on SmackDown, he shooed her from the ring once again so he could send a message to Cena. Will it be third time's the charm for Rusev at Payback? 
Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, May 4
Is it just me or have we been getting a lot of good crowds as of late? The night after WrestleMania is always electric, the England audience was awesome per usual, Chicago was a great crowd at Extreme Rules, and Montreal was extraordinarily lively as well. They only enhanced the excitement on Monday night and were treated to an above average show like the rest of us were. In fact, it was so good that I struggled to find much wrong with it and even had to resort to nitpicking to find "Low Points" for this week. First and foremost, Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins stole the show with their outstanding outing (as described above) and they managed to make Ambrose a threat to the WWE World Heavyweight Championship in just one night while making the Payback main event much more interesting in the process. Meanwhile, Sami Zayn made his highly anticipated debut in a perfectly booked segment and match with John Cena, and what a first impression he made. In opinion, the product has been doing fairly well since WrestleMania, and this show simply proved that. 
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· John Cena vs. Sami Zayn: Zayn's main roster debut could not have been booked better. Yes, Zayn somehow got injured during his entrance, but that didn't stop him from having an incredible outing against Cena and coming close to capturing the United States Championship. And what a way to arrive! His hometown Montreal crowd was already going crazy for him before he even came out, and then to be introduced by Bret Hart of all people was unreal. Throw in that he had his debut against the company's biggest star for a championship (with an injured shoulder, mind you) and it is all but guaranteed that there are big things in store for Zayn on the main roster.
· Naomi and Tamina Snuka: Tamina has been out of action for close to a year with an injury, so it was cool to see her resurface after all this time and in a role that fits her best. I know people will say, "been there, done that" with Tamina serving as Naomi's bodyguard much like she did for AJ Lee a few years ago, but it's far better than having her as a singles competitor. Trust me, no one would care. Naomi's heel run is coming along nicely and Tamina being added to the act will only make it better. Plus, I liked how they pointed out how they were family. It's the small touches such as those that make the pairing feel meaningful.
· The New Day: I hate to sound like a hypocrite after bashing them for so long, but I'm really starting to get into The New Day these last few weeks. If you couldn't already tell, they are much more comfortable in the heel role and they play it to perfection. I was dying of laughter during their many backstage segments on Raw this week. Additionally, they backed up they were credible champions with a win over Randy Orton and Roman Reigns on Raw and then beating Cesaro, Tyson Kidd and Ryback in six-man tag team action on SmackDown.
· SmackDown contract signing: Contract signings have become such a cliche in wrestling that it's hard to get excited about them these days and something special needs to happen in order to make it worthwhile, and I thought that was accomplished on SmackDown. Dean Ambrose, Roman Reigns, Randy Orton and Seth Rollins all have excellent chemistry together on the mic and it made for an entertaining segment. I also liked how the brawl they had was the same one they had on Raw only in reverse.
· Becky Lynch: To have two contract signings let alone one in a single week is pushing it (though I realize it was by coincidence since NXT was taped weeks ago), but to my surprise, the contract signing for the NXT Women's Championship on Wednesday's show was also quite good. Sasha Banks was her usual great self, but it was how Lynch was specifically spotlighted on the show, both in the segment and via the video package, that made her stand out. Like most of the women in NXT right now, she's come a long way as a character since her debut last summer and I'm getting the feeling we're in for another stellar women's title match at the next special in two weeks.
This Week's Low Points
· Randy Orton vs. Roman Reigns: As noted earlier, I had to stretch in order to find "Low Points" this week because almost everything was good, so take this as mere nitpicking. Simply put, there wasn't any real need for this match to happen. It obviously served as filler until the brawl we got at the end of the show, but I'm sure there were other ways of accomplishing that without having Orton and Reigns compete a match that the crowd couldn't have less for because they saw them in action earlier in the evening. That said, Orton and Reigns have shown in the past that they're capable of having a good match, so hopefully we get that one of these weeks.
· R-Truth vs. Stardust: If there's anything in the "Low Points" column that truly belongs here this week, it's this. Plastic spiders? Really? It's an embarrassment to anyone who calls themselves a wrestling fan. I thought Truth conquered his fear of spiders a few years ago when he dropped the whole crazy shtick. I'd only be content with all of this nonsense if it meant Truth was going heel again, but I doubt that's the direction they're going in. By the way, who did Stardust piss off to get in this feud with Truth? I've said it about a million times already, but I'll kept it short and sweet: Bring back Cody Rhodes.
· Lana's apparent face turn: I spoke about this in the "Superstar of the Week" column, but it concerns me that they're headed for a Lana face turn. It was heavily teased this week and I'm very much hoping that it ends up being a swerve. There is absolutely no reason to break them up this early. Lana will be a breakout star someday, but she'll fizzle out fast if it's done too soon. As for Rusev, you already know how he'll end up. As Lance Storm mentioned recently, isn't it weird that Rusev has the power to control Lana when it was once the other way around?
· Bray Wyatt promo: This wasn't that bad at all, but for the stake of finding "Low Points" to fill out the column this week, I thought it was necessary. It's very odd that Ryback cut the better promo of the two this week. Wyatt's promos aren't becoming unbearable, but they are becoming repetitive, and that's not his fault; he's just not being given enough material to work with. That and all of his feuds seem to be about the same thing. They need to switch it up with him to prevent him from growing stale.
· Naomi vs. Emma: A few sloppy spots aside, the match was pretty passable, but the reason it ended up in the "Low Points" section was because the crowd sat on their hands for most of it. Naomi is building effective heel heat for herself which is good to see, but it's almost depressing to watch Emma in the ring these days. She's an amazing athlete, sure, but she's so underutilized on the main roster that it might be better to take her off TV completely so fans can focus on her recent work in NXT where she's doing much better as a heel. In a division that needs all the star power it can get, it's mind boggling to me why they aren't doing more with the poor girl.
