Week of November 10, 2018
Match of the Week: The New Day vs. The Usos - SmackDown Live, November 6
Fans are always guaranteed a great match whenever The New Day and The Usos collide in tag team action. They rekindled their rivalry this past week for the first time in over six months to determine which tandem will captain SmackDown's tag team Survivor Series squad and created magic once again. The bout was filled with exciting action, intense drama and suspenseful nearfalls, not to mention that the Manchester crowd was electric for everything they did. Although The Usos walked away the winners, they showed New Day respect by choosing them to be on their team.
Superstar of the Week: Drew McIntyre
Roman Reigns' absence will (hopefully) allow for more Superstars from the Raw roster to rise up, including Drew McIntyre. His main roster run has been strong so far, but McIntyre's stock skyrocketed even more on Monday night when he was added to Raw's men's Survivor Series team, laid out Finn Balor following his loss to Bobby Lashley, and battled Kurt Angle in the main event. It actually marked Angle's first match on Raw in over a dozen years, but the bout was all about McIntyre asserting his dominance and emerging victorious in dominant fashion.
Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, November 6
Although the atrocity that was Crown Jewel is finally in WWE's rear-view mirror, Raw remains in less-than-stellar shape. There aren't many angles worth investing in at the moment, even with Survivor Series quickly approaching, but at least SmackDown Live is picking up the slack in that respect. I thoroughly enjoyed Tuesday's episode, which featured a slew of entertaining outings, progression of storylines, and even the surprise debut of Nikki Cross. The crowd in Manchester was way more into this show than Monday's Raw. On paper, Survivor Series looks to be a really fun show.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins vs. AOP: I, along with many others, actually expected this to happen one week earlier, but better late than never. It was only academic for Rollins to drop the Raw Tag Team Championship considering his partner is now his rival and AOP were the perfect choice to take the titles from him. I figured it would have been a glorified squash, which would have been fine, but Rollins attempting to overcome the odds and showing awesome babyface fire was a blast. Dean Ambrose attacking Rollins and afterward and breaking his silence was merely the icing on the cake and their feud is off to a strong start.
· Rey Mysterio vs. Andrade "Cien" Almas: I was hoping this would be saved for a little later down the line and not be thrown out on SmackDown Live as a random television match, but it is absolutely worthy of being placed in the "Highlights" column due to how entertaining it was from an in-ring standpoint. I don't believe they've ever clashed before, yet they had instant chemistry together and produced an exciting encounter. Fingers crossed Mysterio and Almas engage in a full-fledged feud with each other sooner rather than later.
· Becky Lynch vs. Nikki Cross: Everything about this segment was great. Lynch cut yet another outstanding promo on her Survivor Series opponent Ronda Rousey and didn't shy away from telling viewers that she's the best thing going in WWE today (she isn't wrong, by the way). Then, her open challenge was accepted by NXT's Nikki Cross. That was a cool little surprise and it'd be even cooler if it leads to an official main roster call-up for her eventually. The match itself wasn't anything too special, mind you, but Cross at least looked credible in defeat.
· Buddy Murphy vs. Mark Andrews: Andrews almost always appears whenever 205 Live emanates from England, so I was happy to see that streak continue with this week's show. In the main event, he challenged the WWE Cruiserweight Champion to a non-title outing and it was a ton of fun. Andrews' in-ring style meshed well with Murphy's, and despite a valiant effort from Andrews, he ultimately fell short of victory.
· Velveteen Dream vs. Lars Sullivan: I honestly had no idea what to expect from this encounter, but it ended up being quite the treat. Granted, a lot of Sullivan's matches tend to blend together, but Dream was an interesting opponent for him and I liked the story they told over the course of their clash. You would never know that Dream was a heel prior to this point because the crowd reacted to him like an absolute hero. If it wasn't already apparent, Dream is the right guy to challenge Tommaso Ciampa for the NXT Championship at NXT TakeOver: WarGames II, though that could very well turn into a Triple Threat before next Saturday since Sullivan beat Dream. Either way, NXT would be foolish to not strike while the iron is hot with Dream right now.
This Week's Low Points
· Natalya, Sasha Banks and Bayley vs. The Riott Squad: To their credit, these six Superstars exceeded expectations with their Evolution outing and I had hope that the decisive finish meant the feud was finished. Well, apparently not. The Raw rematch, while well-wrestled for the most part, hardly held my interest and, quite honestly, was unnecessary. Worse yet, it never even ended! Ruby Riott predictably took Natalya's dad's sunglasses from the ringside area and proceeded to break them. They walked off and that was it. In fact, the crowd did the referee's job for him by counting out Sarah Logan (or whoever the legal woman was).
· Nia Jax vs. Ember Moon: For the second straight week, Jax and Moon produced an abysmal match. They simply do not have any chemistry together, though Moon tried her best to make this passable by bumping like a wild woman for Jax's offense. Needless to say, Moon should not be be booked like an afterthought. Jax just isn't a good enough wrestler to warrant her getting another shot at the Raw Women's Championship. Plus, her newfound alliance with Tamina that was made official on Raw has disaster written all over it.
· Finn Balor vs. Bobby Lashley: These are another two competitors that haven't worked as well against each other as I thought they would. I'm a big fan of the Lashley and Lio Rush heel act, but Lashley's hasn't exactly been lighting the world on fire in the ring lately. If Balor can't get a great match out of him, I don't know who can. On the bright side, Lashley won in decisive fashion, hopefully wrapping up their rivalry in the process. Afterward, Drew McIntyre surfaced and laid out Balor, which was interesting. That's a program I can get behind if that's the direction they go in with them.
· Sonya Deville and Mandy Rose tease tension: This was a minor "Low Point," if only because it could be leading somewhere more meaningful. For now, however, I couldn't care less about Deville and Rose possibly feuding. Rose has been announced for SmackDown's women's Survivor Series team, whereas Rose was snubbed. To be frank, neither one of them deserve the spot seeing as how I can't remember the last time they won.
· Shane McMahon: I ranted briefly about the asinine payoff to the WWE World Cup last week, so this column won't be devoted to how dumb it was to have Shane of all people to be named the "best in the world" at Crown Jewel. Rather, I wish to address how strange the follow-up was on Tuesday's SmackDown Live. I figured he would come out in full heel mode and boast about his tainted victory. Instead, he was back to being a babyface by claiming he was sharing the honor with the rest of the SmackDown locker room. Don't get me wrong, I'm thankful we're not getting another heel authority figure (at least not yet), but if WWE wanted Shane to continue to be cheered by the masses, then they shouldn't have had him win a tournament he wasn't a part of.
