Week in Review - November 17, 2012
Match of the Week: John Cena vs. CM Punk - Monday Night Raw
It's no secret that John Cena and CM Punk can produce amazing matches inside the squared circle, and their clash this past week on Monday Night Raw was no different. For the first time since Night of Champions, Cena competed in singles action in the main event of Raw, coincidentally against the same man who he faced at that event: WWE Champion CM Punk. However, Cena showed no signs of ring rust, as he took the WWE Champion to the ultimate limit. The two heated rivals traded finishers over the course of the contest with suspense building with each near-fall. Despite help from his manager Paul Heyman at ringside, Punk was unable to put Cena away. Once he deemed the task impossible to achieve, he proceeded to make his way up the ramp before he was met by a seething Ryback, who ensured that Punk make his way back into the ring.  Once the Voice of the Voiceless returned to the ring, he was met with an Attitude Adjustment from Cena, who then went on to score the valiant victory moments later. I'll excuse the loss for Punk since he looks to be winning at Survivor Series, but all in all, this was a fantastic match that definitely deserves a second look.
Superstar of the Week: The Miz
	After nearly two years, my hopes and dreams finally became a reality. Starting this past week on Monday Night Raw, The Miz showed signs of gradual face turn. He was voted by the WWE Universe to be the fifth and final member of Team Foley before scoring a victory in tag team action against Cody Rhodes and Damien Sandow. Because he was in his home state of Ohio, the Awesome One's antics were met with loud cheers from the live crowd. However, it didn't stop there. Although he worked as a commentator alongside on this week's WWE Main Event, that didn't stop him by engaging in a war of words with one of his opponents at Survivor Series, Dolph Ziggler. Finally, Miz hosted his weekly Miz TV segment with his fellow members of Team Foley before going on to defeat Dolph Ziggler and Alberto Del Rio in tag team action with Randy Orton later in the night. Here's hoping that they stick with the face turn going forward, as it has all the potential in the world.
	



Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw - November 12, 2012
While last week's Monday Night Raw didn't do much for this viewer, this past week's edition rectified their mistakes and mind boggling book from the week prior. Only six days before Survivor Series, this week's Raw did a superb job of hyping the show and the matches that will be featured on the card. From start to finish, the night's action was also very enjoyable and kept this viewer looking forward to Sunday in the process. Sure, the show wasn't perfect by any means (see: This Week's Low Points), it was far more entertaining than any Raw we've seen in recent weeks. From The Miz's face turn to William Regal's one-off appearance to CM Punk's scathing promo, I certainly felt like it was worth watching as a whole. WWE Main Event this week was good, but didn't quite match the same magic it had the week prior. Same can be said for SmackDown, as it did an effective job of hyping Survivor Series, but it was easily missable with the lack of excitement throughout the night. That being said, WWE had a pretty good week of programming over the last several jobs, where they succeeded in building towards Sunday's pay-per-view and keeping the viewers entertained as well. 
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This week's Highlights
· The Miz turns face: As stated above, turning The Miz face was one of the most brilliant booking decisions WWE has done this year. As good of a heel that Miz can be, his character had grown incredibly stale since losing the WWE Championship last May. His win-loss record can show for that, so he was most definitely due for a change. Sure, his revamped look and attitude upon his return to television this past July was a step in the right direction, but it wasn't enough to get him back to his winning ways. His hometown crowd seemed to love Miz on all three shows this past week, which is a great indicator that can easily connect with the crowds as a fan favorite. If WWE sticks with this turn, The Miz can easily regain lost momentum in no time.
· William Regal competes on Raw: Similar to last week, I was overly ecstatic for William Regal's presence on WWE programming on this week's Raw. Sure, he lost a rather brief squash match to Big Show, but keep in mind that he was wrestling the World Heavyweight Champion on WWE's flagship show. It's been quite a few years since that's happened for Regal, so it's great to see that his growing alliance with Sheamus has led to more television time for the British brawler. Who knows, maybe this will lead to an eventual heel turn for Regal by aligning with Wade Barrett in a dream team I've long awaited for, but only time will tell.
· CM Punk promo: Aside from the tasteless mocking of Jerry Lawler's heart attack (more of that in the Low Points sections), CM Punk cut a damn good promo this past week on Raw. That shouldn't come as much of surprise to most people being the fantastic worker that he is, but his way with words on Raw felt a bit more special than usual. Of course, taking shots at Jerry Lawler and his heart attack was a cheap, desperate way to garner heat, but his delivery was extremely strong. His altercation with Mick Foley was equally entertaining, where the Hardcore Legend showed that same fire and intensity he did a few months back. It might not have all that much to do with Survivor Series, but it could be foreshadowing an eventual showdown between Punk and Foley.
· Eight-man tag team match: Other than the John Cena vs. CM Punk main event, the eight-man tag team match pitting Rey Mysterio, Sin Cara, Justin Gabriel and Tyson Kidd against Darren Young, Titus O'Neil, Prime and Epico was one of the highlights of this week's Raw. The styles of all eight adrenaline junkies meshed perfectly and it made for a very exciting matchup. Having Justin Gabriel score the victory for his team was also a nice touch, as it gives him the spotlight that he so desperately needs. As I've said time and time again, the tag team division has really been picking up in recent months, and this is yet another prime example of that.
· Survivor Series hype: Last week's Survivor Series hype was disastrous, so I'm glad they picked up the pace this week and put it into high gear. With the exception of the pre-show, all of the matches scheduled for Sunday's card got some love. All three shows were successful in hyping the pay-per-view and getting me extremely excited for the show in the process.
· The Miz and Dolph Ziggler promo: One of the highlights of The Miz's slow face turn this past week was his war of the words with Dolph Ziggler on WWE Main Event. We all know that Miz is a master of the mic, but Ziggler showcased some strong mic skills as well in this segment. It helped hype a one-on-one match between the two on next week's edition, something I'm eagerly anticipating.
This Week's Low Points
Vickie Guerrero and AJ segment: I said this last week and don't wish to repeat myself, but this a mind-numbing story-line that should to an abrupt conclusion sometime soon. This was the third consecutive week that Vickie Guerrero presented "evidence", and once again it was nothing substantial. I'm not exactly sure where they're going with this angle, but if it's nothing significant, then it will be deemed one giant waste of time.
· Mocking Jerry Lawler's heart attack: As I stated in the highlights section, CM Punk's promo was very strong and I enjoyed it. However, having Punk and Heyman mock Jerry Lawler's heart attack the night he returned to commentary was just straight-out tasteless and unnecessary. If it wasn't okay with Lawler, then they wouldn't have done it at all, but just because Lawler was okay with it doesn't make it right. Furthermore, showing footage of Lawler's heart attack from the night it happened was also unneeded. Why film a man when he's on the verge of dying? That made absolutely no sense to me.
· Big Show vs. The Great Khali: What was the point of this match? The in-ring action was obviously atrocious as one would expect, so if that's the case, why bother holding it? It benefited no one and Show went on to brawl with Sheamus in the parking lot minutes later, so this main event match shouldn't have even happened to begin with.
· Cody Rhodes injury: Obviously, I'm not blaming Cody Rhodes for his own injury nor Kane (the man who caused it), but it's disappointing he more than likely won't be able to compete at Survivor Series. It's a shame to see him sidelined while he's apart of his entertaining act with Damien Sandow, but fingers crossed he makes a speedy recovery. However, I will give Rhodes props for finishing the match on Main Event like a champ.
