Week of November 19, 2016
Match of the Week: Dolph Ziggler vs. The Miz: Intercontinental Championship Match - SmackDown Live, November 15
Dolph Ziggler and The Miz have awesome in-ring chemistry together. What else is new? I know I've said that their feud doesn't have the same excitement surrounding it that it did a month and a half ago, but their matches never cease to deliver and their latest clash on the historic 900th edition of SmackDown Live was another gem from them. I thought the best part about the bout was how it opened the evening, as the audience was engaged in the action and it set the tone for the rest of the show. While the match wasn't as strong as their past outings, it was still better than any other matchup I witnessed this past week. Just as it looked like Ziggler had successfully retained his Intercontinental Championship, Miz once again received outside assistance from Maryse and The Spirit Squad to regain the gold. He should make for a far more compelling champ than Ziggler. 

Superstar of the Week: The Undertaker
He's baaaaack! Or so he says. I mean, The Rock also claimed he had returned back in 2011 and that he was "never going away," only to make part-time appearances from that point forward. Now, I'm not knocking Rock because he wouldn't feel as special if he was a part of the program every week, but I see no reason why The Undertaker can't be a weekly fixture on SmackDown Live going into WrestleMania 33. He was a perfect addition to SmackDown's 900th episode considering all he has done to help build the brand over the past decade, and it was there that he issued a warning to the rest of the roster that if they don't win at Survivor Series, they will have to pay the consequences, courtesy of The Deadman. It would have been cooler if he announced he would be competing at Survivor Series, but this was the next best thing. 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, November 15
For the second straight week, I had a tough time deciding who had the better show between Raw and SmackDown Live. While NXT was enjoyable on Wednesday night, it was a glorified go-home show for TakeOver: Toronto and didn't feature too much of relevance. One would think that SmackDown would have had the award in the bag this week considering they celebrated 900 episodes on Tuesday night, but it wasn't as epic of an occasion as I initially hoped. Sure, The Undertaker and Edge returned and even King Booker made an appearance, but The Cutting Edge was relatively tame and the build for Survivor Series was pretty standard stuff. The same can be said for Raw, which had its best episode in weeks. Both brands delivered solid shows this week, but I'm giving the edge to SmackDown because it felt more newsworthy. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Brock Lesnar, Paul Heyman and Goldberg: Even those who aren't all that stoked about Lesnar and Goldberg having a match in 2016 have to admit that their match is the most anticipated on the Survivor Series card. The Raw vs. SmackDown matches should be fun as well as the title matches, but WWE has done an exceptional job of building up Lesnar vs. Goldberg as a major happening and giving viewers reasons to care. Their final face-off prior to the pay-per-view couldn't have come off better with Goldberg running right through security and Lesnar simply walking off after bringing up his family. Here's hoping the match actually delivers.
· Raw and SmackDown teams brawl: Yes, it's been done to death over the years, but I've always loved when one brand would invade the other and all hell would break loose. We saw it at the end of Raw this week and it was excellently executed. Then, the Raw women came to SmackDown and the subsequent big brawl that ensured was cool, especially when Nia Jax went flying through the barricade. The biggest problem the Survivor Series matches face, however, is that there isn't anything at stake.
· Seth Rollins, Chris Jericho and Braun Strowman vs. The New Day: Who knew that Rollins, Jericho and Strowman would actually make a damn good team? All three Superstars played their roles well, and The New Day were entertaining as usual. Strowman really impressed me with his offense at the end and I hope he surprises me with what he can do at Survivor Series. If kept limited, he can be a blast to watch. On a side note, definitely expect Rollins and Jericho to be feuding coming out of Survivor Series if the tension teased between them here was any indication.
· Nikki Bella vs. Carmella: Even before the Raw women interfered and caused the contest to be thrown out, I was digging this match and liked it a lot more than their initial outing at No Mercy. Perhaps it was because Carmella came off as much more aggressive this time around and Nikki sold her neck injury very well. I actually didn't mind the non-finish because it set up the need for a gimmick match of some sort at TLC next week, which this feud desperately needs.
· Cedric Alexander vs. Andrade "Cien" Almas: I had been hoping that this match would be added to TakeOver: Toronto after what we saw from them in the first round of the Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic, but I can understand them relegating the bout to NXT with the card being as stacked as it is. Their first match was a treat, but this was an improvement because now Almas has motivation as a character and he has been flourishing in the heel role thus far. You don't need me to tell you how great Alexander is, and he deserves all the success in the world on the main roster. But this was Almas' match to win given he is the NXT regular.
This Week's Low Points
· Brian Kendrick vs. Sin Cara: I couldn't have been the only one who was shocked when Sin Cara was prominently featured on Raw this Monday night after getting into a backstage fight with Chris Jericho last week, right? And it wasn't as if he was squashed in the matter of a minute, either. He had a pretty competitive contest with the WWE Cruiserweight Champion for almost 11 minutes. Thankfully, he didn't beat the champ like some others have, but the fact he was on the show at all was weird. Above all else, the bout was beyond boring. I think it's high time the Cruiserweight division moved over to SmackDown Live where it might be used properly.
· Enzo Amore, Big Cass and The Club vs. The Golden Truth and The Shining Stars: You knew this match was going to die a death when it went on immediately before the main event segment. I was fine with all the other strange bedfellow matches, but this felt like a waste of time to me. Amore, Cass and The Club were decent, but it's difficult for me to get invested in anything involving The Golden Truth and The Shining Stars, both of whom are absolutely awful. Luke Gallows teasing tagging Enzo only to get the win for himself was funny, though.
· 16-man tag team match: This was a warm-up of sorts for the tag teams that will representing SmackDown at Survivor Series, but was it necessary for the match to last as long as it did? I guess it allowed everyone involved to hit their signature spots and get their time to shine, but the ending outcome was never in doubt, so it merely filled some time and nothing more. On a side note, American Alpha and The Usos had a good thing going a few months back, so I hope that rivalry is rekindled coming out of Survivor Series. Both tandems are too tremendous to be sitting on the sidelines at the moment.
· Bayley: As previously mentioned, I was on board with the women from Raw coming to SmackDown to fight with the women from the blue brand. It was a fun brawl. However, one thing that has been bugging me ever since was how Bayley jumped in on a five-on-one attack on fellow babyface Nikki Bella. Isn't this the same role model for kids that hugs everyone in the audience? Why couldn't she just have resisted? It was such a character assassination for her.
· Elias Sampson returns: It spoke volumes how Sampson had been out with an injury for almost six months and no one knew he was even gone up until a few weeks ago. Is he a terrible wrestler? No, but is the guitar gimmick he has terrible? Absolutely. It's only going to get him so far. The injury could have been a blessing in disguise because he could have been repackaged upon his return to the ring, but that obviously was not the case. He wrestled a local athlete on Wednesday's NXT episode and nothing was different about him whatsoever. I don't know who you put him in a program with because no one cares about him to begin with.
