Week of November 23, 2019
Match of the Week: Undisputed Era vs. The Revival - NXT, November 20
I honestly thought we'd never get to see Undisputed Era and The Revival square off, if only because Revival are rumored to be on their way out of WWE when their contracts expire next year. Thankfully, the match came to fruition on Wednesday's wild episode of NXT, and although no gold was up for grabs, it was undoubtedly TakeOver worthy. Revival reminded the masses how terrific they truly are, while Undisputed Era put forth an excellent effort as always. I was pleased with how much time this received and that Revival had a strong showing in defeat.
Superstar of the Week: Undisputed Era
It's rare I give this award to an entire faction, but Undisputed Era definitely earned that honor this week. They have been at the forefront of this NXT invasion ahead of Survivor Series while also maintaining a high profile on NXT itself. They started off the week by ambushing Kevin Owens on Monday's Raw and engaging in a massive tri-branded brawl at the end of the night. The foursome followed that up with two huge wins on Wednesday's NXT as well as another over The New Day and Heavy Machinery on Friday Night SmackDown. Name a more dominant stable right now. I'll wait.
Show of the Week: Friday Night SmackDown, November 22
NXT has won this award for the better part of the past few months, and as excellent as Wednesday's episode was, I felt it was only necessary to give the nod to Friday Night SmackDown this week. It's rare WWE delivers a successful go-home show that gets me more excited for a pay-per-view than I was previously, but SmackDown was the exception. Everything served a purpose, most matches on Sunday's card were effectively hyped, and the Chicago crowd provided an electric atmosphere. The brand supremacy stuff does nothing for me, but this show was well done.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Kevin Owens vs. Drew McIntyre: These two had a hell of a match over the summer on SmackDown, so I can't say I'm surprised they once again went all out on Raw this week. This was easily the best bout of the night on Raw and the crowd was hanging on every nearfall. Yes, it was weird for two members of Team Raw to be facing each other (more on that later), but I can't complain about an awesome outing. My only issue with this was the confusing non-finish. There was no announcement as to how it ended once Triple H and his NXT pupils walked down to the ring. I'm almost willing to excuse that just because that was great, too.
· Buddy Murphy vs. Akira Tozawa: See what happens when you give two talented athletes the time to shine? I never thought for a second that Tozawa had a chance of winning; in fact, I figured he'd get squashed by Murphy in a matter of minutes. Instead, they were afforded the opportunity to have the match they were capable of and they made the most of it. These two have terrific chemistry from their time on 205 Live together. Murphy's upcoming clash with Aleister Black should be equally entertaining.
· New Day and Heavy Machinery vs. Undisputed Era: Not only have Undisputed Era been getting a ton of television time on the road to Survivor Series, they have yet to look weak. This was a really fun eight-man tag team match and another example of how tremendous they are. There weren't any stakes, mind you, but I thoroughly enjoyed this for what it was. I get the feeling that when they're inevitably called up to the main roster (ideally as a unit), they'll be just fine if their recent booking has been any indication.
· New Intercontinental Championship belt: Part of me is heartbroken that the Intercontinental title's classic design is finally being retired (I own a replica of it so I'm biased), but admittedly, the belt's new look is gorgeous. A lot of the latest designs for WWE's titles have been lazy (see: the Universal Championship), but props to whoever created this one. They knocked it out of the park. Of course, none of this will really mean anything until the title itself starts to mean something.
· Adam Cole vs. Dominik Dijakovic: I really think this match would have packed more of a punch if we hadn't just seen a Ladder matchup in the main event of NXT one week prior (which was significantly better). Other than that, this was strong stuff from Cole and Dijakovic. There were plenty of big spots to make it memorable and Dijakovic lost nothing in defeat. Dijakovic joined Team Ciampa last week, yet he had no problem getting the crowd to rally behind him here. Undisputed Era getting the WarGames advantage was what needed to happen, so Cole winning was the right call. I was slightly disappointed the fourth member of Team Ciampa wasn't revealed during the post-match brawl, but I guess they want it to be a big moment come TakeOver: WarGames III.
· Matt Riddle vs. Ricochet: This was a match I didn't know I wanted until it happened. This didn't last long, but it was a hell of a sprint and the crowd ate up everything they did. Ricochet hasn't exactly been positioned as one of Raw's featured faces, so I didn't mind him losing to Riddle. Besides, it was only logical considering Riddle is set to face Finn Balor at TakeOver for the first time ever.
This Week's Low Points
· Becky Lynch and Charlotte Flair vs. The IIconics: I discussed last week how illogical it was for Lynch and Flair to challenge for the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship together even though it was Flair and Natalya who originally earned the title shot. What was worse was how they teamed up again this week for no reason at all. After feuding for nearly a year, they still have bad blood with each other, so this made very little sense. No, they're not in the same match at Survivor Series, either. We found out later that The IIconics won't be included on Team Raw yet Sarah Logan will be, despite not having won anything on Raw in ages.
· Humberto Carrillo vs. Karl Anderson: Carrillo is fresh off his first pinfall win on Raw over AJ Styles, so it would have been smart for WWE to follow that up with another big victory for him this week. I didn't mind that he faced Anderson, but the match left a lot to be desired. It seemed to be more focused on the shenanigans at ringside with the rest of The O.C. and The Street Profits. In fact, Carrillo only won after assistance from Street Profits, so that didn't exactly make him look strong ahead of his next United States Championship opportunity.
· Asuka vs. Natalya: Similar to Kevin Owens vs. Drew McIntyre, this pitted two members of Raw's women's team at Survivor Series against each other. Unlike Owens vs. McIntyre, however, this was incredibly flat with no sense of urgency whatsoever. Maybe it would have been better had it been explained that she was still chasing after the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship with Flair, but that has yet to be explained. Instead, this felt like filler, nor was it given enough television time for it to being anything out of the ordinary.
· Daniel Bryan vs. The Miz: I love the chemistry these two have, but this was the wrong time for them to be rekindling their rivalry. It was out of place on the Survivor Series go-home show, and if anything, it should have been used to give Bryan a notable victory ahead of his Universal Championship clash with Bray Wyatt. Bryan needs wins, especially since I don't see him taking the title on Sunday. The non-finish was lame and the post-match attack from The Fiend was forgettable.
· The Viking Raiders vs. The Forgotten Sons: There wasn't a ton to pick apart from Wednesday's episode of NXT as it was excellent on the whole, so this was more of a minor misfire than anything else. It was cool to see Viking/War Raiders back at Full Sail University receiving a hero's welcome, but they should have been given better opponents than Forgotten Sons after Rhea Ripley took on Becky Lynch and Matt Riddle battled Ricochet. Apparently, they never had a televised match prior to this week, which was somewhat surprising, but that didn't change how bored I was early on. They picked up the pace down the stretch and Viking Raiders carried them to a competent contest, but there was no reason for this to last as long as it did in my opinion.
· Tri-branded brawls: To their credit, WWE has done a better job with the brand supremacy stuff this year than in the past and all three shows felt more must-see this week than they usually do, but the excessive amount of brawls was too much. Most of them were well done, but I can watch the Superstars from the three brands brawl only so many times before it starts to get old.
