Week of November 25, 2017
Match of the Week: Aleister Black vs. The Velveteen Dream - NXT TakeOver: WarGames, November 18
Of all the matches that took place over Survivor Series weekend, Aleister Black vs. The Velveteen Dream might have been the bout that I was looking forward to the most based off its brilliant build-up. Ultimately, it did not disappoint and might have been one of the best matches all year. Black was awesome as always, but Dream had a star-making performance and came away from this outing looking like a major deal. The little storytelling tidbits with Dream demanding Black say his name (before finally doing so afterward) were perfect and made this a masterpiece.
Superstar of the Week: Roman Reigns
The Shield returned to form in their first pay-per-view match in over three years at Survivor Series when they knocked off The New Day in an exciting affair, giving Raw the advantage over SmackDown Live to kick off the evening. That boost of momentum carried over to the next night's Raw when he challenged The Miz for the Intercontinental Championship and went on to beat him for the belt later on in the night. With that win, Reigns is now a Grand Slam Winner, a feat only an elite few can say they've achieved. Will Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins regain gold soon as well?
Show of the Week: WWE NXT TakeOveR: WarGames, November 18
During the weekend of every "Big Four" pay-per-view, fans always compare WWE's event to the NXT TakeOver live special that preceded it the night prior, and almost every time, the NXT show wins out. That was certainly the case during Survivor Series weekend because although the November classic was a solid show on the whole, TakeOver once again came through with an exceptional event. The three matches that especially stood out were the brutal WarGames main event, Aleister Black vs. The Velveteen Dream, and the NXT Championship match, but the entire evening was a real treat.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· WarGames match: I wasn't sure what to expect from the return of WarGames considering the original rules were varied ever so slightly, but I did know that I was excited to see what the nine incredible athletes involved would have in store. Despite some fans' skepticism going in, they produced a hell of a main event that met and possibly even exceeded my expectations. It very well could have been a mess with nine guys in there, but the two rings helped tremendously. Plus, how can it be called WarGames without them going to the extreme a bit? They took care of that, too, and the live crowd ate it up big time.
· Drew McIntyre vs. Andrade "Cien" Almas: People have been sleeping Almas for ages now because nothing about his character was compelling, but now that he has Zelina Vega by his side, people are finally starting to take notice of his incredible in-ring ability. McIntyre is a damn good wrestler in his own right, so it was no surprise that they ripped it up in what might have been the best NXT Championship match on a TakeOver all year. Almas capturing the gold was merely the icing on the cake that I don't think anyone saw coming.
· The Shield vs. The New Day: Man, I so missed these Shield six-man tag team matches. They were a recurring highlight on Raw from 2012 to 2014 and it's so great to have them back for the time being. New Day have also had an outstanding 2017 between their exceptional encounters with The Usos and now this, so they deserve some credit as well. This kicked off Survivor Series on a high note and it was also a cool way of honoring The Hounds of Justice on the five year anniversary of their WWE debut as a unit. The rest of their run this time around should be stellar.
· Brock Lesnar vs. AJ Styles: Styles gave Lesnar his best bout in years as this was a ton of fun from beginning to end. Admittedly, I was slightly scared early on when Lesnar suplexed Styles over and over, but it picked up once The Phenomenal One battled back with his exhilarating offense and took the fight to Lesnar like no one else has in a long time. Sure, Styles coming up short was predictable, but who the hell cares? It was extremely entertaining and has me anticipating a rematch.
· Paige, Mandy Rose and Sonya Deville stable: We figured it was merely a matter of time before Paige resurfaced on Raw, but I had no idea it would be in this fashion. That said, I absolutely loved this angle with Paige bringing in Rose and Deville as her back-up and laying waste to most of Raw's women's division, which has desperately needed a shake-up for some time now. What I like most about it is that Paige can lend a ton of experience to newcomers Rose and Deville, who didn't have too many matches on NXT before being called up. It's rare we see women's stables on the main roster, not to mention that Rose and Deville are new blood, so I thought this was a great idea all around.
· Pete Dunne vs. Johnny Gargano: Yes, this definitely would have been a welcomed addition to the TakeOver: WarGames card, but at least we were able to watch it at all. Of course, they worked wonderfully together and put together a terrific title match. Gargano focusing on Dunne's mouthguard was such a nice touch and he lost nothing in defeat.
This Week's Low Points
· Team Raw vs. Team SmackDown men's tag team elimination match: I don't know if I would go so far as to say this was a bad match because all things considered, I did find it to be solid. However, the Survivor Series main event was stacked with star power and ended up being a bit underwhelming. I liked the first half with Samoa Joe and Randy Orton clashing and Triple H and Bobby Roode finally facing off, but once the eliminations started, it became clear that it was going to be all about the old guard. It looks like we'll be getting Kurt Angle vs. Triple H at WrestleMania 34, and I can't say I'm too excited for that.
· The Miz vs. Baron Corbin: This was easily the most boring bout of the night at Survivor Series, but in its defense, it was better than I thought it would be given it pitted two heels against each other without any real issue other than social media beef. The crowd had no reason to cheer either guy and sat on their hands as a result, but the finish with Corbin catching Miz in the End of Days out of nowhere was well done, though. Here's hoping this leads to a renewed push for Corbin, who hasn't been booked too strong since winning the U.S. title.
· Enzo Amore vs. Kalisto: This feud peaked with their Lumberjack match last month and has been on the decline ever since. Thankfully, this was slotted on the Kickoff show because fans would have cared about it even less on the main card. It was a mediocre matchup at best with Enzo once again retaining his title via nefarious means, hopefully putting a rest to the rivalry for good. With Hideo Itami set to join 205 Live soon, I would be in favor of putting him in the title picture from the get-go because he just might be the Crusierweight division's last shot at returning to relevance.
· Elias vs. Matt Hardy: I appreciated that these guys were able to make the Kickoff show, but there was nothing out of the ordinary about their outing whatsoever. Elias continues to build momentum with the win, but Hardy couldn't be any more directionless at the moment. It's such a shame because he was the hottest act in all of wrestling earlier this year, so I find it hard to believe that WWE can't do something similar to his "Broken" persona to ensure he won't be wasted.
· Rich Swann, Cedric Alexander, Mustafa Ali and Akira Tozawa vs. Tony Nese, Noam Dar, Ariya Daivari and Drew Gulak: This was our obligatory Cruiserweight multi-man match on Raw this week, and as expected, those in attendance were relatively quiet for it. Enzo usually brings his A-game on the microphone, but everyone else pales in comparison to him and lacks a sense of direction. As noted up above, Itami could give the division a bit of a boost upon his imminent arrival, but beyond that, WWE has some major work to do with the Cruiseriweghts. We're coming up on the one year anniversary of 205 Live, yet their matches are basically the bathroom break of every episode of Raw.
· Ruby Riot, Liv Morgan and Sarah Logan debut: I loved Paige bringing Rose and Deville with her to Raw, but doing the same thing on the next night's SmackDown with these three women was a bad move. Having fresh faces in the SmackDown women's division was long overdue, but taking three natural babyfaces and turning them heel is questionable.
