Week of November 26, 2016
Match of the Week: The Revival vs. DIY: NXT Tag Team Championship Match - TakeOver: Toronto, November 19
Of all the awesome action we witnessed this weekend, it's hard to argue than anything was better than the NXT Tag Team Championship match from the NXT TakeOver: Toronto event. I thought The Revival and DIY couldn't top themselves following their amazing outing in Brooklyn a few months back, but they managed to contest one of the best bouts all year on Saturday night. The story was stellar with Johnny Gargano and Tomasso Ciampa wanting to prove that they were worthy of holding the twin titles despite falling short the first time, and The Revival doing everything in their power to maintain their possession of the prestigious prizes. The first two falls were fun, but they really picked up the pace once they entered the third and final fall. In the end, DIY emerged victorious via submission in one of the most emotional moments all year. 

Superstar of the Week: Goldberg
I was among those who thought Goldberg wouldn't escape Survivor Series unscathed following his fight with Brock Lesnar, much less beat The Beast. That said, no one could have expected the outcome of that match with Goldberg nailing two Spears and a Jackhammer in the matter of a minute to put away Lesnar for the shocking victory. For the first time in over three and a half years, Lesnar looked vulnerable, thanks to a hell of a beating at the hands of a former WCW World Heavyweight Champion. He also appeared to be in incredible shape, and with a win over Lesnar, he will be virtually unstoppable going forward. Now, as he announced on Raw the next night, he has his sights set on entering the Royal Rumble match in two months and coming out on top to earn himself a world title shot in the main event of WrestleMania 33. 

Show of the Week: NXT TakeOver: Toronto, November 19
It really is quite incredible when you take a second to realize that of the 13 live specials NXT has had in the past two and a half years, not one of them has been below-average. NXT TakeOver: Toronto on Saturday night was no exception as it had a little bit of everything to offer. From a tremendous tag team title match to a great women's match to a shocking conclusion to the main event, it was an extremely entertaining evening from start to finish. Unfortunately, I can't say the same about Survivor Series. There were definitely points of the show I enjoyed, such as the stellar five-on-five elimination tag team match, but on the whole, it was a letdown considering I had high hopes heading into the show. Raw and SmackDown were both better than usual this past week, but I didn't have the same desire to rewatch them like I did with TakeOver: Toronto. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Samoa Joe: I thought this was a better bout than the one they contested back in Brooklyn, and that's certainly saying something considering I was there for that. Other than Joe working over Nakamura's leg for a majority of the match and then having it not factor into the finish at all, the intensity from both guys was a welcomed change and Joe came out of this looking like an absolute monster. I assumed Nakamura would retain, so seeing Joe regain the gold was a surprise. I'm not sure where this feud is headed, but I have enough faith in NXT to further reserve judgement. The next rematch has already been announced for Japan in two weeks.
· Asuka vs. Mickie James: Given James has been out of WWE for over six years, I wasn't sure what to expect from her in this match, but she ended up having an excellent performance against one of the best women's wrestlers in the world today. The psychology in this matchup was perfect with Asuka attempting to play mind games with the veteran only to sell more for her than anyone else she has faced up to this point. James losing was the right call, but she more than earned herself a contract, hopefully on either Raw or SmackDown Live.
· Raw vs. SmackDown men's elimination match: The women's elimination match was a bit of a mess and the tag team one only got good in the final stretch in my opinion, but the third elimination match was easily the best of the bunch. Everyone involved played their parts to perfection, and it was the little things that made this match so great. From James Ellsworth aiding SmackDown in getting rid of Braun Strowman to The Shield's awesome reunion, the match exceeded my expectations and could be in the running for Match of the Year as we near the end of 2016.
· Kevin Owens vs. Seth Rollins: I was very happy they blew off the Owens-Rollins rivalry the way they did, or at least for now. They could have moved on from the feud after Survivor Series, but instead they had one last match in the main event of Raw and the Canada crowd was engaged in the action the entire time. Rollins and Owens more than made the most of the extreme stipulation and Chris Jericho's interference set the stage for their likely match at Roadblock.
· Tag team Gauntlet match: I'm not a huge fan of doing matches like this where the first few teams are eliminated relatively quickly, and while that was the case in this contest, I'd be remiss if I didn't include it in the "Highlights" column for the match American Alpha and The Usos had in the final fall. I've said before I wasn't thrilled with how they didn't really wrap up their program a few months back, but this was a great way for them to rekindle their rivalry while also allowing American Alpha to get their long-awaited win over The Usos. Additionally, I'm looking forward to Bray Wyatt and Randy Orton challenging them for their title shot next week on SmackDown.
This Week's Low Points
· Raw vs. SmackDown women's elimination match: I don't want to say this match was terrible because it wasn't, but it definitely wasn't as good as I thought it would be considering the vast amount of talent involved. The biggest issue I had with this match might have been how weird some of the eliminations were. Nia Jax, despite being built up as a monster for months, tapped out to Becky Lynch's submission finisher within moments. Sasha Banks getting ousted from the bout early odd was also a head-scratcher. I had no problem with Charlotte and Bayley being the sole survivors from Team Raw, but the crowd simply wasn't hot for this opening match.
· Goldberg vs. Brock Lesnar: I understand WWE wanting to shock fans, and they were successful in doing just that with the finish to this match, but I wasn't a fan. I would have rather kept Lesnar unbeaten until someone on the current roster could have handed him his first decisive defeat in three and a half years. Goldberg does not benefit whatsoever from slaying The Beast. Sure, they'll do a rematch at WrestleMania 33 and Lesnar can win there, but I saw it as a wasted opportunity for such a short-term gain.
· The Brian Kendrick vs. Kalisto: I hate to sound like a broken record, but it's so sad how WWE has utilized, or rather hasn't utilized, the Cruiserweights on Raw for the past two months. All we see from them are six-man tag team matches that don't establish any characters. As for this match from Survivor Series, Kendrick and Kalisto put forth a strong effort and actually had a pretty decent match, but the crowd couldn't have cared less and it's such a shame because WWE gave fans zero reason to get invested in this. As if that wasn't bad enough, Baron Corbin ran in for the disqualification. Awful.
· The Club vs. The Golden Truth: Truth be told, there wasn't a ton of things on Raw this week that I didn't like. Mostly everything on the episode served a purpose, including this No. 1 Contender's match for the Raw Tag Team Championship. Although it was fine while it lasted, I wasn't sure what Golden Truth did to earn their place in this match. As for Club winning, it will be difficult to take them as threats to the tag titles next week given they've lost to New Day several times already.
· AJ Styles vs. James Ellsworth: I might be in the minority on this, but the Ellsworth stuff has really worn out its welcome for me. It was funny at first, but with this being the third match these two have had against each other in the last month alone, the ending outcome was fairly predictable. Styles is doing the best he can selling for the no-chin jobber, but is he really a jobber when he's beating the world champion three straight times? It's coming at the expense of Styles, it isn't adding to Styles' feud with Dean Ambrose, and where will Ellsworth go once this angle runs its course? I don't see him having a role on the roster other than the undercard.
