Week of November 28, 2015
Match of the Week: Dean Ambrose vs. Dolph Ziggler vs. Tyler Breeze - SmackDown, November 26
It's amazing when you think that even during a pay-per-view week, there were hardly any matches that stood out as being special. There were a few matches on NXT that I found enjoyable that I'll discuss further in the "Highlights" column down below, but other than those, this week in WWE was rid of anything extraordinary, both inside and outside the ring. Therefore, earning the award this week practically by default is the Triple Threat match that was held on the Thanksgiving edition of SmackDown to determine a new No. 1 contender to the Intercontinental Championship. The combatants included Dean Ambrose, Dolph Ziggler and Tyler Breeze and although it was obvious Ambrose was going to come out on top based off his win on Raw, the predictability of the outcome didn't take away from my enjoyment of the action whatsoever. All three hungry stars fought valiantly and pulled everything out of their respective arsenals. Breeze came close to securing the victory, but before he could hit the Unprettier, Ambrose nailed him with a Dirty Deeds for the win. 

Superstar of the Week: Dean Ambrose
I won't go so far as to say that Dean Ambrose is being "wasted" at the moment, but I'd be lying if I said he wasn't underutilized. I know that sounds strange considering he was involved in the main event of Survivor Series for the vacant WWE World Heavyweight Championship, but there's no reason why shouldn't be champ right now given that he has all the tools to be a top-tier talent in WWE. The feud with Kevin Owens is a nice consolation prize, don't get me wrong, but he deserves to be where Roman Reigns and Sheamus are at right now. Nevertheless, he had a pretty strong week these past seven days, starting with a non-title win against Owens at the pay-per-view last Sunday. The next night on Raw, he proved himself to the masses with a win in tag team action alongside Dolph Ziggler. Finally, he earned himself a shot at the Intercontinental Championship at TLC on SmackDown. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, November 25
As noted, this wasn't a great week for WWE. In fact, it was probably one of the worst weeks WWE has had in some time, and I'm not even talking about the awful Raw ratings. I was among the few that actually enjoyed a decent portion of Survivor Series. No, it was far from the best installment of all-time, but at least the first hour was great. Admittedly, however, everything else was mediocre at best and fell well below my expectations, especially the conclusion. Everyone and their mother saw Sheamus cashing in Money in the Bank on Roman Reigns and it did nothing to get me excited about the next few weeks in WWE. They desperately needed to hit a home run going into WrestleMania season and they failed to do so. For shame. On the bright side, Wednesday's edition of NXT reminded me why I love wrestling so much. We've had excellent episodes on a consistent basis since the last TakeOver special and the one coming up has the potential to be every bit as incredible as its predecessors if not better. From the two title matches to the fun squash match, everything on this week's show left me satisfied. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· WWE World Heavyweight Championship Tournament Semifinals: As disappointing as the finals were between Roman Reigns and Dean Ambrose at Survivor Series (more on that in the "Low Points" column), both men had great performances in their respective matches earlier in the evening. Ambrose vs. Kevin Owens was very well-wrestled while Reigns vs. Alberto Del Rio exceeded expectations. They kicked off the show on a high note, but it was sadly all downhill from there, making these the only entertaining matches on the whole show. Although the tournament was predictable, at least it gave us a handful of strong matchups over the last few weeks.
· Goldust returns: It was only a matter of time before Goldust returned and there was no better time and place for The Bizarre One to make his comeback than at Survivor Series. Technically, it was on the Kickoff show, but it was a pleasant surprise, nevertheless. His interactions with Stardust were fun while they lasted and I'd be all for them rekindling their rivalry if it meant they'd finally get a match against each other at WrestleMania 32. I highly doubt that's in the cards, but it'd be a great way for Goldust to close out his career.
· Roman Reigns vs. Rusev: Not even an enjoyable match between Reigns and Rusev in the main event could save Raw from being as dreadfully boring as it was, but I applaud them for putting forth such a strong effort. WWE did quite a bit of damage to Rusev before he got injured through his on-air relationship with Summer Rae and deplorable feud with Dolph Ziggler, but it's imperative they start building him back up the right way and this match with Reigns was a step in the right direction. I also love the idea of having Rusev and King Barrett serve as Sheamus' henchmen while champion.
· Bayley vs. Eva Marie: I've gone on the record in the past in saying that not even Bayley could get a competent match out of Eva, but I now retract that statement. What made this match so great was not the in-ring action as much as it was the suspense and drama surrounding the possibility of whether Eva would win or not. All the nearfalls were awesome from that perspective and it sets up Bayley vs. Nia Jax in London.
· NXT Championship Contract Signing: How many contract signings have we seen on NXT and on the main roster in the last few years alone? It's an absurd amount, trust me, which is why it's become such a tired gimmick for Creative to fall back on. That said, this was a highly effective way of switching things up by having Balor talk about the match only for Joe to come down to the ring, sign the contract and immediately leave. It was unprecedented and it made Joe look like a monster in addition to when he laid out Balor afterward. The build for this match has been so well done in recent weeks. The whole card for the next TakeOver special looks fantastic, but I'm anticipating Balor vs. Joe more than anything else.
· Dash and Dawson vs. The Vaudevillians: While I thought their first matchup a few weeks back was solid, this rematch was a significant improvement. It might have been because it occurred so early in the tapings, but the crowd was hot for the match and each of the nearfalls down the stretch. Now I look forward to Dash and Dawson defending against Enzo Amore and Colin Cassady next.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns vs. Dean Ambrose: What a disappointment. This was the match we all saw coming in the finals of the WWE World Heavyweight Championship Tournament once it was underway. Not only did they not bother to tease the possibility of it happening going into Survivor Series, the match was far what it should have been. It's not because they didn't have good chemistry with each other but rather they weren't given the time they needed to have the match they were capable of. And with so much time left in the pay-per-view, why wouldn't they have allowed them to go longer? Hopefully it isn't long before we see a rematch so they can rectify this mistake.
· Sheamus Cashes in Money in the Bank: This was the most predictable path WWE could have taken at Survivor Series, and ultimately, they went with it. Not only did it end the show on a sour note, but Sheamus is absolutely the wrong choice for WWE World Heavyweight Champion right now. I've gone to bat for Sheamus as a heel this year, but his booking in recent months has been atrocious. He has no heat at the moment and I don't have the slightest idea what WWE can do to make fans care about him. His reign is already off to a poor start.
· Survivor Series Traditional Tag Team Matches: Needless to say, traditional elimination tag team matches have been an integral part of Survivor Series since the start (and one even headlined last year's installment), so for them to be completely neglected on Sunday's pay-per-view was underwhelming. None of the combatants were even announced until the bouts began! As a result, the crowd couldn't have cared less about either of them. The one on the Kickoff show was a treat, but the one on the actual show was rather lame. None of the eliminations meant anything and the crowd was beyond dead for it.
· Ryback and Heath Slater: You know WWE is low on star power when they call in Slater, Jack Swagger and Mark Henry to appear on the same episode of Raw. The country music shtick in Nashville has been done to death, which is why the crowd sat on their hands for this. It didn't serve a purpose other than to kill time on an already dragging show and in so many words, it was a glorified waste of time.
· Neville vs. Mark Henry: Had this match happened immediately following WrestleMania 31, it would have meant so much more than it did on Monday. Neville has sadly been reduced to an enhancement level status within the past few months and Henry has been even worse off. I couldn't even tell you the last time he was on TV much less won a match. Yes, he's a former World Heavyweight Champion, but as I've said before, a win over him means next to nothing nowadays. The crowd barely popped when Neville won because they know it likely won't lead to anything. With WrestleMania 32 taking place in Texas, now more than ever do I hope he gets the one last run he deserves before he hangs up his boots next April.
· Alberto Del Rio and Jack Swagger: I want to be more thrilled about Del Rio being back in WWE, but I just can't. As far as I'm concerned, his return has been a bust so far and he's done nothing of note. I guess him vs. Swagger a logical program to do from a storyline standpoint given their history, but Swagger hasn't been relevant in seemingly forever and this MexAmerica angle is garbage.
