Week of November 28, 2020

Match of the Week:
Drew McIntyre vs. Roman Reigns (Survivor Series, November 22)
I was elated when Drew McIntyre regained the WWE Championship last week, not only because it was the right call but also because it meant we'd be getting McIntyre vs. Roman Reigns at Survivor Series. It's one of the biggest bouts the company can book at the moment and it did not disappoint. In the clash of champions, both men brought their best and delivered a fantastic match. It only got better as they picked up the pace and I didn't mind the interference from Jey Uso as it protected McIntyre in defeat. I'm anxiously awaiting their eventual rematch, especially when there's a hot crowd in attendance to give them the reaction they deserve.
Superstar of the Week:
The Undertaker
It was promoted as the "Final Farewell" and it certainly felt like one. Exactly 30 years to the day from when he debuted in WWE, The Undertaker appeared to call it a career at Survivor Series last Sunday. The presentation of the segment was spectacular and it was cool to see so many familiar faces who have been associated with The Deadman over the last three decades. There wasn't anything overly special about the in-character promo he cut and it was a bummer there were no fans in attendance, but if that was indeed it for The Deadman, then at least he went out on a high note and in grand fashion.
Show of the Week:
WWE NXT, November 25
Even in a week where we had Survivor Series (and it was pretty decent overall), NXT still managed to be the best show of the week. TakeOver: WarGames IV is fast approaching and the card has come together quite nicely, specifically the two WarGames matches. Both bouts have the potential to be great on paper. Wednesday's episode featured a ton of progression in the women's division (which was awesome to see) as well as a hot Undisputed Era promo, a well-wrestled Kushida vs. Timothy Thatcher match, and the return of Grizzled Young Veterans. The immediate future for the black-and-gold brand looks bright as we head into the final stretch of 2020.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The New Day vs. The Street Profits: As stagnant as tag team wrestling is at the moment in WWE, it was nice to get a great match from two of the best tandems in the company currently at Survivor Series. The battle for brand supremacy didn't matter to me, but from an in-ring standpoint, this was a ton of fun. New Day are so established that they had nothing to gain from winning here, so I was happy that Street Profits scored the decisive victory instead.
· Asuka vs. Sasha Banks: You can never expect any less than a terrific match from these two and they did not disappoint. While it was one of the weaker encounters they've had this year, it was still one of the better bouts at Survivor Series. I was glad Carmella didn't interfere (which would have been too predictable) and I was even more glad that Banks beat Asuka this time around. She's the one with the momentum, whereas Asuka feels like an afterthought.
· WWE Championship number one contender's qualifying matches: All three of the qualifying matches from Monday's Raw were very good to great, so I decided to combine them into one column. Riddle vs. Sheamus was the best of the bunch and was a fantastic hard-hitting affair for as long as it lasted. Now we'll be getting a Triple Threat match between AJ Styles, Riddle and Keith Lee to determine Drew McIntyre's next challenger, and my money is on Lee winning.
· Sami Zayn vs. Daniel Bryan: It's a shame these two didn't get the chance to have a real rivalry over the Intercontinental Championship coming out of WrestleMania 36, so it was awesome that we finally got that excellent match from them this week on SmackDown. Granted, I'm typically not a fan of count-out finishes, but it was completely characteristic of Zayn to win that way. Plus, it furthered the feud between Bryan and Jey Uso.
· Kevin Owens vs. Jey Uso: Speaking of Uso, he was all over SmackDown between the Bryan stuff, his interaction with Roman Reigns at the start of the show, and his main event match against Owens. It was another entertaining outing from them and I was fine with Uso getting himself disqualified. He lost his cool, and then Owens did, too. I'm in full favor of Owens being next in line for a shot at Roman Reigns' Universal Championship at the TLC pay-per-view.
· Kyle O'Reilly vs. Pete Dunne: I hate how NXT throws out Ladder matches like this on free TV with minimal prior notice, but at least there was something at stake with the winner earning the WarGames advantage. Not only that, but this was an outstanding match. They beat the holy hell out of each other and had a TakeOver caliber contest. Dunne winning made perfect sense given the heels almost always have the advantage heading into WarGames.
· Ember Moon vs. Candice LeRae: An above-average women's match on NXT? I'm shocked! In all seriousness, this was superb stuff. Moon has been killing it since coming back to NXT and LeRae is officially the top heel in the NXT women's division. On the subject of heels, Toni Storm turning and joining Team Candice at WarGames was a pleasant surprise. It was a necessary move to make seeing as how she's been slightly overshadowed by Moon lately.
· Curt Stallion vs. Raul Mendoza: Based on the promo Santos Escobar cut on NXT this week, it looks like his NXT Cruiserweight Championship defense against Stallion is being set up for TakeOver: WarGames IV and I'm all for that. Escobar stole the show with Isiah "Swerve" Scott at TakeOver 31 and the same may happen with Escobar and Stallion at WarGames. At any rate, this was a fun match from 205 Live with Stallion scoring a big win ahead of his upcoming title shot.
This Week's Low Points
· Men's 5-on-5 tag team elimination match: This was far from a bad match and it certainly had its fair share of highlights, but the layout was questionable. Team Raw was always my pick to win, but I didn't think it was going to be a clean sweep and I don't think it should have been. Jey Uso being the last one eliminated made sense and all of Team Raw was showcased, but it made the blue brand look totally inferior. It didn't help that SmackDown ended up losing more matches than Raw.
· Women's 5-on-5 tag team elimination match: As noted, I didn't mind the men's match, but I found this one to be a complete mess. Bayley getting eliminated first was a waste if WWE has no plans for Peyton Royce, the finish felt lazy (even though I was glad Bianca Belair wasn't pinned), and Lana being the sole survivor did nothing for me. Her babyface push just isn't working and I'm sure that would be evident if there were fans in the building.
· Bobby Lashley vs. Sami Zayn: While there wasn't anything technically wrong with this, it was easily the weakest match of the night at Survivor Series. It was hurt by the heel vs. heel dynamic, but then again, I've seen heel vs. heel matches in the past that were more interesting than this. There was zero story aside from how they were battling for "brand supremacy." Who the hell could possibly care? The only good thing I can say about this is that Lashley won as he should have.
· The New Day vs. The Hurt Business: This was another enjoyable encounter between the two teams, but I put it in the "Low Points" column for a few reasons. Firstly, the restart in the middle (which I'm assuming was a botch) hurt the flow off of it. Secondly, the rematch should not have been rushed into on Raw. Finally, booking New Day to beat Hurt Business for the second straight week was the wrong call. New Day have already run out of challengers.
· Asuka and Lana vs. Nia Jax and Shayna Baszler: It's hard to believe that Jax and Baszler have been WWE Women's Tag Team Champions for a full three months seeing as how their reign has been so inconsequential. Asuka and Lana defeating them on Raw makes me think they may take the titles and that could be worse. Asuka should be focusing on being Raw Women's Champion and not involve herself with Lana, whose babyface push has fallen flat for me so far.
· Murphy vs. King Corbin: As happy as I am that Murphy's rivalry with Seth Rollins is finally over, the Mysterio family is still accompanying him to the ring for his matches. He's perfectly capable of handling business on his own. I want him to break out as a babyface, but that won't happen as long as the 19-year-old Aalyah is there in his corner. Although Murphy won, this match didn't seem to serve much of a purpose aside from setting up a rematch for next week. Oh joy.
· No Aleister Black or Lars Sullivan on SmackDown: I have no idea what's going on with either of these guys. Sullivan was getting the spotlight for a few weeks, but he hasn't been seen on SmackDown since early November. The inconsistency is strange. As for Black, he has yet to make his formal re-debut on the blue brand. That's terrible considering how talented he is and how much potential he has. The fact he's sitting on the sidelines right now is absolutely criminal.
· Kevin Owens on NXT commentary: I never thought I would be putting this in the "Low Points" column, but here we are. The KO Show with Leon Ruff, Johnny Gargano and Damian Priest was entertaining, but Owens being such a non-factor behind the booth surprised me. He honestly sounded like he just didn't care. He's been a blast on the headset before, but Wednesday was not one of those nights as he added very little to what was going on in the ring in my opinion.
