Week of November 30, 2019
Match of the Week: Team Ciampa vs. Undisputed Era - NXT TakeOver: WarGames III, November 23
In all honesty, you could pick either WarGames match from Saturday night for this award and you wouldn't be wrong. I give the slight edge to the men solely for the surprise of Kevin Owens joining Team Ciampa. Dakota Kai's heel turn was excellently executed, but Owens showing up was a well-kept secret. These two teams beat the holy hell out of each and kept the flow consistent throughout. Plus, all eight guys had their time to shine. Not only was Owens' return to NXT a massive success, Tommaso Ciampa pinned Adam Cole following one of the craziest match finishes I've seen in some time.
Superstar of the Week: Rhea Ripley
Rhea Ripley was my "Superstar of the Week" at the beginning of November for her invasion of SmackDown, but who could have predicted the amazing month she'd have ahead of her? Last weekend alone, she scored the two biggest wins of her entire career to date. She started off Survivor Series weekend by overcoming the odds alongside Candice LeRae to conquer Team Shayna inside WarGames at TakeOver. She then led her squad to victory the next night at Survivor Series as the sole survivor. To top it all off, she got the better of her verbal exchange with Baszler on Wednesday night.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT TakeOver: WarGames III, November 23
Make no mistake about it: Despite how strong of a show Survivor Series was on Sunday night, NXT still had the best event of the weekend with TakeOver: WarGames III. No TakeOver has ever underwhelmed and the black-and-gold brand wasn't about to break that streak now. The two WarGames matches were absolutely exceptional and perfectly booked. Filling out the card was Matt Riddle vs. Finn Balor, which was very well wrestled, and a terrific NXT Championship number one contender's Triple Threat match. Needless to say, the two and a half hours flew by.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Team Ripley vs. Team Baszler: For the first-ever women's WarGames match, this was excellent. I was slightly disappointed it didn't main event the show, but I can understand them wanting to save the Kevin Owens surprise for last. Everyone expected Dakota Kai to turn heel eventually, but I didn't think it would happen when it did. The execution was amazing and it put Team Ripley's remaining members at a disadvantage. Despite that, they overcame the odds and prevailed. As discussed earlier, Rhea Ripley had a hell of a weekend. If she doesn't win the NXT Women's Championship, something is seriously wrong.
· Team Raw vs. Team SmackDown vs. Team NXT elimination matches: Both of these matches were equally entertaining, so I decided to lump them into one "Highlight." I didn't have high hopes for the women's once Candice LeRae and Io Shirai were eliminated due to "injury," but NXT ended up bouncing back with Ripley emerging as the sole survivor. Meanwhile, I hated how early the likes of WALTER and Kevin Owens were bumped from the men's, but the match was a ton of fun down the stretch.
· Adam Cole vs. Pete Dunne: As enjoyable as those elimination matches were, there is no doubt in my mind that Cole and Dunne stole the show at Survivor Series. I assumed this would be booked as a filler match on the card because of how late it came together, but to their credit, they produced an exciting affair and had the crowd hanging on every nearfall. Granted, Cole retaining his title was a bit predictable, but he was banged up walking into this match and the audience in attendance thought Dunne had it won.
· Seth Rollins vs. Kevin Owens: As a match, this was well wrestled (and unsurprisingly so because of how strong their chemistry is), but more importantly, this seemed to mark the beginning of a much-needed heel turn for Rollins. He came across like a glorious asshole during his rah-rah speech to the Raw roster earlier in the evening and then AOP chose not to attack him after this. If that means Rollins and AOP will be aligned sooner rather than later, then I'm all for it.
· AJ Styles vs. Rey Mysterio: Mysterio had as awesome of a weekend as Ripley, Keith Lee and Undisputed Era, but not nearly as many people are talking about. Personally, I loved the WWE Championship match he had with Brock Lesnar at Survivor Series. He followed that up by not only winning a Fatal 4-Way to become the number one contender to the United States Championship on the next night's Raw but also ending the evening as the new U.S. Champion. Although Randy Orton helped him defeat Styles, it was a memorable moment nonetheless, especially with his son Dominick present. I hope he gets the title reign he should have had over the summer, starting with a rematch against The Phenomenal One at the TLC event.
· AOP, Matt Hardy, Sheamus, Alexa Bliss and Elias return: Survivor Series weekend was obviously very newsworthy, but this week's episodes of Raw and SmackDown proved to be quite eventful as well. AOP made a major impact, Hardy faced Buddy Murphy, Sheamus is finally back after a long layoff, Bliss reunited with Nikki Cross, and Elias was shown singing backstage.
· Undisputed Era vs. Keith Lee and Dominik Dijakovic: I get why some fans would be upset over Lee losing coming off his breakout performance at Survivor Series, but I can't complain about getting a great tag team title match. Lee and Dijakovic were a terrific tandem, Roderick Strong replaced the injured Bobby Fish like a boss, and Lee's shoulder tackle to Lee was a sight to behold.
This Week's Low Points
· Becky Lynch vs. Bayley vs. Shayna Baszler: As one of the matches I was most looking forward to at Survivor Series, I thought this was a massive disappointment. I wouldn't go so far as to call it dreadful, but it definitely wasn't main event material. I'm not sure why they decided to put it on last other than to give NXT a decisive victory to close out the show, but if that was the case, the women's tag team elimination match would have been a better fit for that spot instead. On the bright side, Baszler winning was the right call. I'm sure Lynch attacking her afterward was designed to plant the seeds for a future feud between the two.
· Cross-branded tag team Battle Royal: Well, at least WWE was smart enough to relegate this to the Survivor Series Kickoff show where it belonged. Unfortunately, it wasn't any good. Outside of the teams that are currently champions on Raw, SmackDown and NXT, the tag team division is very thin on the whole in WWE and this Battle Royal proved that. The sole saving grace of this would have been a Street Profits victory, but we didn't even get that. They needed that win far more than Dolph Ziggler and Robert Roode did.
· Erick Rowan vs. Kyle Roberts: These Rowan squash matches have quickly become my least favorite part of Raw in recent weeks. He's beating nobodies and the crowd consistently sits on their hands. I appreciated the effort WWE put into making him look legitimate during his time on SmackDown, but I can't believably buy into him as a main event player. Granted, I don't think that's where this is going, but regardless of what they're going for with him and his mystery cage, I can't bring myself to care whatsoever.
· Nikki Cross vs. Sonya Deville: As a match, this wasn't anything special and wasn't supposed to be. It lasted no more than a minute or two and only existed so Alexa Bliss could return and make the save for Cross afterward. However, I'm putting this in the "Low Points" column because this reminded me of how WWE has dropped the ball with Fire and Desire in 2019. Not only have the failed to win the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship, they've had nothing going for them at all.
· Roman Reigns and King Corbin: I'm not including Reigns' match with Robert Roode here because it was actually decent for what it was, but the verbal exchange that preceded it between Reigns and Corbin was absolutely horrid. Their feud is officially awful and it's not like their chemistry in the ring is strong enough to make up for their promo material. I'm seriously not sure who the dumb dog jokes are intended to appeal to. It's not set in stone as of now that they'll be facing each other at the TLC pay-per-view, but we can only hope that it won't be a Dog Collar matchup. That has the potential to be one of the worst matches of the year if that's what it ends up being. I'm ready for this rivalry to be over so we can all move on and (attempt to) forget it ever happened.
· The Fiend's new title: SmackDown this week was more in the middle than anything else, but I wanted to touch upon The Fiend's new Universal Championship. I'm all for Superstars getting customized title belts, but this thing does not look pleasant. I guess that's the point, but what's worse is that WWE is currently selling it for roughly $6,500! Who in their right mind would buy that?!
· Tommaso Ciampa vs. Finn Balor: From an in-ring standpoint, this was a pretty enjoyable main event for this past week's episode of NXT. I just don't feel it was wise to do it Ciampa vs. Balor for the first time ever without any prior hype. Ciampa losing following his huge win at WarGames days earlier was also a questionable call. At least they're building to Ciampa vs. Balor vs. Adam Cole for the NXT Championship.
