Week of November 3, 2018
Match of the Week: Becky Lynch vs. Charlotte Flair: SmackDown Women's Championship Last Woman Standing Match - Evolution, October 28
It's quite fitting that one of the best women's matches I've ever seen in WWE just so happened to occur at the inaugural all-women's pay-per-view, Evolution. Becky Lynch and Charlotte Flair have been battling over the SmackDown Women's Championship since SummerSlam and have contested several great matches along the way, but their latest clash (contested under Last Woman Standing rules) was easily their best yet. The former friends pushed each other to their absolute limit, made excellent use of the stipulation, and set the bar for women's wrestling.
Superstar of the Week: Trish Stratus and Lita
I know I'm breaking my own rule here by spotlighting not one but two competitors for my "Superstar of the Week" column, but both Trish Stratus and Lita are equally deserving of this award. To be honest, they didn't feel incredibly special in the buildup to Evolution for whatever reason, but they came across like the legends they are at the event and didn't seem to miss a beat in the ring. In addition to emerging victorious on Sunday night, Team Bestie returned to action the very next night on Raw and picked up a win in 10-woman tag team match.
Show of the Week: WWE Evolution, October 28
I will be the first to admit how wrong I was about Evolution, which I admittedly had low expectations for as a result of WWE completely neglecting the pay-per-view beforehand. However, the women put together a better show than anyone could have imagined. There really wasn't a bad match on the entire show, and the ones that mattered most definitely delivered. Not only was the in-ring action entertaining, the overall atmosphere for the event was a breath of fresh air with a hot crowd all night long. I'm looking forward to WWE holding more installments in the future.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Kairi Sane vs. Shayna Baszler: I've enjoyed every other encounter these two have had, so I wasn't surprised in the slightest that they contested another excellent match at Evolution. Better yet, it was cool that they were able to further their feud in front of a bigger audience and show the world why NXT's women's division is where it's at right now. I loved the storytelling throughout and especially the finish that saw Jessica Duke and Marina Shafir (two of MMA's Four Horsewomen) interfere and help Baszler regain the gold. That can be a fun faction for Baszler to be a part of in NXT. It also prolonged her feud with Sane.
· Toni Storm vs. Io Shirai: The entire tournament featured fantastic in-ring action, so it was only fitting that the finals were equally exceptional. I was a bit bummed their match wasn't longer than it was, but that aside, Storm and Shirai shined in the time they were allotted. It could have gone either way, but I was happy WWE went with Storm as the winner of the 2018 Mae Young Classic. Not only is she currently competing for the NXT UK brand, she can hopefully now become of a regular in NXT's women's division as well.
· Seth Rollins and Dean Ambrose: There weren't many positive takeaways from this week's Raw, but the verbal exchange between Rollins and Ambrose was excellent. Then again, it was less of an exchange and more of a one-sided scolding from Rollins considering Ambrose never said a single world. That was a smart approach to take because it leaves viewers anxiously wanting to hear how Ambrose will respond. Rollins hit all the right notes in his promo, though I do wish the status of the Raw Tag Team Championship was brought up and what will become of the belts.
· AJ Styles vs. Daniel Bryan: Well, I wasn't expecting this to happen so soon, but Bryan pulling out of Crown Jewel was a logical reason for WWE to hold this championship clash early on SmackDown Live. Nevertheless, this was an exceptional outing between two of the best all-around performers in the company today. They were given a ton of time and it was a hot start to the show, but what's next for Bryan?
· Mustafa Ali vs. Tony Nese: I just mentioned WWE's best all-around performers today in the previous paragraph, and Ali deserves to be included in that conversation as well. He may not be as prominently featured on WWE programming as those two, but he has been involved a handful amazing matches this year on 205 Live. He and Nese, who has experienced a career resurgence lately alongside Buddy Murphy, ripped it up in the main event of this week's Cruiserweight show. While it wasn't officially labeled a No. 1 Contender's match for the WWE Cruiserweight Championship, one would have to assume that Ali will be next in line for a shot at Murphy's title. That is, once Alexander gets his rightful rematch, which could be in the near future.
· Matt Riddle debuts: If you were unfamiliar with who Riddle was prior to this week's edition of NXT, I hope you were left as impressed with him as I was. He is an absolute star in the making and his charisma and unique offense alone should be enough to send him skyrocketing up the card in NXT. This was a hot debut for the brand's newest signee.
· AJ Styles vs. Samoa Joe: Yes, we've seen them wage war numerous times in recent months, and this wasn't even their strongest in-ring encounter, but it was far and away the biggest highlight from WWE Crown Jewel. They worked well together once again and contested a very good match, despite the abrupt finish.
This Week's Low Points
· D-Generation X attack The Brothers of Destruction: This isn't even including the actual match from WWE Crown Jewel, which I'll discuss at the end of the "Low Points" column. Rather, this is solely referring to the angle that was done to build up the bout at the conclusion of this week's Raw. The Undertaker and Kane cut a forgettable promo per usual before Shawn Michaels appeared out of nowhere to deliver a Sweet Chin Music to 'Taker. That was it. I was already uninterested in the Crown Jewel main event and this segment did nothing to change that. It was a such a lazy effort and a poor final sell for the show.
· Nia Jax vs. Ember Moon: The women's Battle Royal at Evolution was fine, though I wasn't overly thrilled with Jax emerging victorious. That said, it does makes sense from a storyline standpoint, if only because she has unfinished business with Ronda Rousey from Money in the Bank. The follow-up to Jax's win, however, was pretty putrid. I'm not sure whether she's a babyface or a heel at this point, and Moon didn't come across too well, either. The actual match was a waste of time and Tamina causing the distraction was annoying.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Apollo Crews: Considering how skilled both of these guys are, this could have been a very fun outing, but everyone knew this wasn't going to be much more than a glorified squash match for Ziggler. Crews has received a decent amount of television time lately, but he has yet to be positioned as an in-ring threat. Meanwhile, Ziggler is just kind of there at the moment. If nothing else, this win gave him a boost of credibility before he went one-on-one with Kurt Angle at Crown Jewel, but since it happened so late in the show on Monday night, few fans truly cared.
· Elias vs. Jinder Mahal: I had (and still do have) faith that this face turn will be a big positive for Elias, who had been spinning his wheels for months before undergoing a change in character last week. Putting him in a program with Baron Corbin is perfectly acceptable, but Elias' babyface run didn't get off to the hottest start on Raw when he took on Mahal. The bout was as bland as could be, but on the bright side, Elias came out on top.
· AOP vs. Bobby Roode and Chad Gable vs. The Ascension: What the hell is going on with the Raw tag team division these days? Roode and Gable were teasing tension for weeks during their "feud" with The Ascension before that was dropped abruptly. AOP were on a winning streak yet they lost here. Finally, we technically have Raw Tag Team Champions, but Seth Rollins and Dean Ambrose should be stripped of the straps. This Triple Threat tag team match lasted all of a minute or two (not counting the commercial break), so I don't know how the company expects people to get invested in these tandems if they're on Raw so infrequently and aren't positioned as anything special. Tag team wrestling has never been WWE's forte, to say the least, so I'm not exactly shocked.
· Shinsuke Nakamura vs. R-Truth: Tye Dillinger was originally supposed to contend for the United States Championship on SmackDown Live before an injury prevented him from competing. I highly doubt that would have been much more exciting that what we got instead. Sadly, Nakamura hasn't done anything remotely memorable with the title since winning it.
· WWE Crown Jewel: I'm going to save myself the time by simply combining everything that happened at this atrocious event (aside from the aforementioned WWE Championship match) into one "Low Point." There were very few good takeaways from this embarrassment of a pay-per-view and it would be better off forgotten.
