Week of November 5, 2016
Match of the Week: Sasha Banks vs. Charlotte Flair - Hell in a Cell, October 30
There was a heated debate in regards to what was truly the Match of the Night at Hell in a Cell last Sunday, and I suppose there really isn't one right answer. For me, it was undoubtedly Sasha Banks vs. Charlotte Flair. Sure, Kevin Owens vs. Seth Rollins might have been the better bout wrestling-wise, but Charlotte and Sasha told a stellar story, had a fantastic feud going, and not to mention it was the first time the women have ever closed out a WWE pay-per-view. The crowd was on their feet in the early goings, and although there were a few dull spots in the middle and the match started to fall apart toward the end, it was a strong effort from the ladies overall and a long time coming. I wasn't enthralled with the finish, but I would certainly suggest that it could be in the running for Match of the Year when all is said and done. 

Superstar of the Week: Charlotte Flair
As we near the end of the year, fans are already discussing who the Superstar of the Year will be. There are plenty of worthy candidates, of course, but if we're going to include both the men and the women, Charlotte Flair is absolutely up there on the list. I mean, how can she not be? She reigned as Divas Champion for the first four months of 2016, then became the inaugural Raw Women's Champion at WrestleMania 32, regained the gold at SummerSlam, and finally was involved in the first-ever women's main event in WWE pay-per-view history last Sunday at Hell in a Cell. There, she soundly defeated her arch-rival Sasha Banks to become a three-time Raw Women's Champion. It was revealed the next night on Raw she will be leading Team Raw going into the women's elimination tag team match at Survivor Series as well. 

Show of the Week: WWE Hell in a Cell, October 30
Needless to say, SmackDown Live continues to be the best brand in all of WWE, and while I thoroughly enjoyed this past Tuesday's episode, I'd be remiss if I didn't go with the Hell in a Cell pay-per-view as the latest "Show of the Week." Sure, there were a few forgettable matches I couldn't have cared less about (Bayley vs. Dana Brooke for example), but the three Hell in a Cell matches more than delivered. Roman Reigns and Rusev kicked off the night on a high note with their hard-hitting affair over the United States Championship, Seth Rollins and Kevin Owens went to war inside Satan's Structure, and Sasha Banks and Charlotte Flair ended the evening with their historic Hell in a Cell match. All in all, it wasn't great, nor was it awful. It was just a middle-of-the-road show, and that's coming from someone who was there!  

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Kevin Owens vs. Seth Rollins: As much as I like both guys, the feud really hadn't been doing much for me heading into Hell in a Cell. That said, they delivered an excellent match that had me engaged the entire time. Chris Jericho's interference was predictable, but fans dig him these days to the point where I don't think they minded. If nothing else, it protected Rollins in defeat and kept the feud alive if they choose to revisit it after Survivor Series. I would have had the match headline any other pay-per-view, but as previously noted, I appreciated how they gave the nod to the women while the men ripped it up in the middle of the show.
· Roman Reigns vs. Rusev: Similar to Owens vs. Rollins, for a feud that hasn't been lighting the world on fire, the Hell in a Cell match between Reigns and Rusev was pretty damn good. Their matches have ranged from being beyond boring to great in recent months and this was definitely one of their better outings. I will say it was stupid for Reigns to endure so much punishment and go so far as to take an Accolade with a steel chain only to spear Rusev for the win, but it should surprise no one that he is receiving the same booking John Cena used to.
· Goldberg attacks Rusev and Paul Heyman: Goldberg said in his first promo back that he had one last Spear and one last Jackhammer left in him. Does that mean he won't have any left when he faces Brock Lesnar at Survivor Series? In all seriousness, this was a solid segment. We hear quite a bit from Goldberg upon his return, so I was fine with him being a man of few words on this show. Sure, he tripped before he hit Rusev with the Jack Hammer, but it didn't make me any less excited to see him step back in the ring. However, it might have been better had he done it on a smaller guy.
· Miz TV with Daniel Bryan: The Miz and Daniel Bryan continue to have one of the greatest dynamics of any two rivals in WWE right now. They just bring the best out of each other every time they come together and this was another home run of a segment from them. Not only did it further their feud, it led to the announcement of who will be on Team SmackDown at Survivor Series. And no, I don't think Miz and Bryan will have a match at some point, but I suppose there's a small chance.
· The Authors of Pain vs. Rich Swann and No Way Jose: I never thought I would ever place an Authors of Pain match in the "Highlights" column, but here we are. Needless to say, this was the best bout they have had to date in NXT. I like their act, but they need strong opponents in order to have a passable match. It was obvious from the get-go that Swann and Jose weren't going to be a long-term tandem, but they are the perfect partners and the crowd was behind them throughout this bout. Each of the four matches on this week's edition of NXT were Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic Round 2 matchups, but I enjoyed this one the most of them all.
This Week's Low Points
· Bayley vs. Dana Brooke: It was bad enough that they had an arm wrestling contest last week that the crowd chanted "Boring!" during, but then they had a match at Hell in a Cell the crowd couldn't have cared less about. Having been in attendance for the event, I will say that the fans were happy to see Bayley, but Brooke is absolutely awful, I'm sorry. There really hasn't been anything special about this program, and coming off the Roman Reigns vs. Rusev Hell in a Cell match, fans were simply not into this at all. If nothing else, Bayley won, so there was that. Brooke would benefit from being sent back down to developmental where she can improve.
· T.J. Perkins vs. Brian Kendrick: Surprisingly enough, the aforementioned Bayley vs. Dana Brooke match didn't receive those pesky "Boring!" chants but this one did. You know, the Cruiserweights that were supposed to add all this excitement to Raw. Well, they have done a lousy job so far and it isn't even their fault. This match between Perkins and Kendrick was fine enough, but how did it differ from anything else on the show? On the bright side, Kendrick winning was the right move. He has more of a defined character than the rest of the division.
· Enzo Amore vs. Luke Gallows: As a huge mark for Halloween, I enjoyed this for what it was, but I understand it was largely perceived as garbage by fans. It wasn't the silliness of the match itself that earned it a spot in the "Low Points" column but rather the 50/50 booking of this feud. The Club finally won a match on pay-per-view against Enzo and Big Cass at Hell in a Cell, but then Gallows lost to Enzo the very next night on Raw. And they wonder why a majority of fans aren't investing in either act at the moment. The two teams are talented, but this brutal booking isn't doing them any favors.
· Rich Swann, Cedric Alexander and Lince Dorado vs. Tony Nese, Drew Gulak and Ariya Daivari: How many of these Cruiserweight six-man matches have we gotten since the relaunch of the division two months ago? It feels like a million. They are all very well-wrestled, don't get me wrong, but they don't accomplish anything. It was cool for Swann to be spotlighted here, but the division has been a bust so far because it's the same thing every week with zero stories.
· Kota Ibushi and T.J. Perkins vs. SAnitY: This wasn't a terrible match by any means, but it failed to meet my expectations considering who was involved. Truthfully speaking, I didn't think Ibushi and Perkins would go far as a team simply because Perkins is a main roster guy and Ibushi isn't even signed to a full-time deal, but this was an underwhelming performance from them. Perhaps it wouldn't have ended up here in the "Low Points" column had the other matches on the show not been better than this one. We'll see how far SAnitY goes in the tournament, but I can envision them winning it all in the finals, which I wouldn't be opposed to because they have potential.
