Week of November 9, 2019
Match of the Week: The O.C. vs. Tommaso Ciampa, Matt Riddle and Keith Lee - NXT, November 6
The O.C. in Full Sail University is a sight I never thought I'd see, but I'm glad we got it. After NXT invaded both SmackDown and Raw within a matter of days, it only made sense for the main roster to retaliate by making their presence felt at Full Sail. Leading the charge? AJ Styles, Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson, three guys who have zero ties to the black-and-gold brand. That resulted in a terrific main event that saw the trio collide with Tommaso Ciampa, Matt Riddle and Keith Lee. It was all action from start to finish and I loved the teases with Styles, Finn Balor and Adam Cole at the end.
Superstar of the Week: Shayna Baszler
Rhea Ripley made the biggest impression on me during last week's NXT invasion, and this week, it was NXT Women's Champion Shayna Baszler. On Monday night, she interrupted Becky Lynch's sit-down interview and promised to put the Raw Women's Champion to sleep when they clash at Survivor Series. She followed up her memorable Raw debut with a win over Dakota Kai on Wednesday's NXT before storming onto SmackDown for the second straight week and laying waste to SmackDown Women's Champion Bayley. Talk about making an immediate impact.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, November 6
The build to Survivor Series so far has been better this year than in the past, but that didn't change how dull Raw and especially SmackDown felt this week. Thankfully, we'll always have NXT to rely on for an exciting show. In addition to The O.C. competing in the main event, we were treated to plenty of other entertaining matchups as well as additional build to TakeOver: WarGames III, which is shaping up to be a hell of an event. I'm looking forward to seeing how NXT will continue to be involved with the main roster and how it'll affect the Wednesday night program.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Adam Cole vs. Seth Rollins: While not as strong as Cole's clash with Daniel Bryan from SmackDown three days earlier, this was still a solid match and seeing the NXT Championship defended in the main event of Raw was a real treat. They never got to reach that next gear before the predictable interference from the rest of Undisputed Era, but Cole holding his own against Rollins was encouraging. We still don't know what's next for Rollins following his loss of the Universal Championship to Bray Wyatt except that he'll be the captain of Team Raw for the men at Survivor Series, for whatever that's worth.
· Becky Lynch and Shayna Baszler: Lynch has been spinning her wheels since her feud with Sasha Banks, so this was a pleasant surprise. Lynch vs. Baszler vs. Bayley at Survivor Series should be stellar, but I'm actually more excited for the seeds being planted for a future feud between Lynch and Baszler. It's about more than just brand supremacy with them; Baszler has a bone to pick with Lynch after she beat Ronda Rousey. In my opinion, Baszler should be the one to take the Raw Women's Championship from Lynch.
· Brock Lesnar and Rey Mysterio: Fans should have zero reason to believe that Mysterio will be a legitimate threat to Lesnar coming off Lesnar's quick wins over Kofi Kingston and even Cain Velasquez, but I'm looking forward to their Survivor Series match, nonetheless. Mysterio has been the ultimate underdog throughout his entire career, so the story makes sense. I don't expect him to win (nor should he), but the feud has been handled well up to this point. I'm just not a fan of Lesnar returning to Raw so soon after being drafted.
· Isiah "Swerve" Scott vs. Dominick Dijakovic: Granted, there really wasn't a storyline reason why this match happened, but that doesn't mean it wasn't an incredibly entertaining affair, anyway. Scott has been super impressive since coming into NXT as part of the black-and-gold brand's Breakout Tournament over the summer while Dijakovic can always be counted on to deliver. I'd argue Scott didn't lose much at all in defeat and that Dijakovic needed the win more.
· Dakota Kai vs. Shayna Baszler: These two have a ton of history together and thus it was far from a shocker that their match on Wednesday's NXT was as enjoyable as it was. Kai sold Baszler's vicious offense beautifully and Baszler was the perfect foil for Kai. They went back and forth, but in the end, it was Baszler who had her hand raised in victory. The outcome was never in doubt, but Rhea Ripley proceeding to recruit Mia Yim, not Kai, to her team was unexpected. That means Ripley's squad is now complete and Kai will have to watch from the sidelines at TakeOver: WarGames III. Kai's rejection will absolutely be something to keep an eye on, especially if it leads to her turning heel sooner rather than later and igniting a rivalry with Tegan Nox.
· 205 Live at Full Sail University: This was a major step in the right direction for the Cruiserweight brand. I maintain that the show isn't necessary anymore now that the Cruiserweights are on NXT every week, but if they're going to keep it around, they need to move it to Full Sail permanently where the fans actually care about the Cruiserweights and the matches won't feel so formulaic.
This Week's Low Points
· Rusev vs. Drew McIntyre: I seriously could have done without the awful pre-match promo from Rusev, Lana and Bobby Lashley. You don't need me to tell you that their storyline sucks (because I've already said it countless times), so I'll simply leave it at that. The match itself, on the other hand, was a bit of a letdown. I know these guys have a great match in them, but this wasn't it, likely because it was designed to be more of an angle than anything else. Randy Orton interfered for the disqualification, which led to Ricochet making the save for Rusev. Expect the logical tag team matchup to go down on next Monday's episode of Raw.
· Sin Cara and Catalina vs. Andrade and Zelina Vega: To her credit, Catalina is very impressive, especially considering she's only 19-years-old. The match was fine, but I'm ready to move on from this feud. Andrade beat Sin Cara two weeks ago and that should have been it, but WWE decided to drag this on for whatever reason. Yes, Andrade now has three wins over him, but it doesn't mean much when you consider Sin Cara has been damaged goods for several years. Andrade should be involved in bigger and better things on Raw.
· The Viking Raiders vs. The East Hampton Polo Boys: Viking Raiders are once again in the "Low Points" column due to WWE's blatant lack of creativity and plans for them. I realize they're in a holding pattern right now until after Survivor Series (due to the brand supremacy storyline), but that's no excuse. They've been on ice since becoming Raw Tag Team Champions last month and deserve more credible competition than what they've been given lately. The East Hampton Polo Boys? Really? Who's coming up with this crap?
· Roman Reigns vs. King Corbin: Good lord, this bored me to tears. If this was the big main event we were deprived of on SmackDown last week, I wish travel issues would occur more often. In all seriousness, these two simply don't have the best chemistry together, and it didn't help that they had to follow that atrocious promo Corbin cut at the beginning of the show. That just might have been the worst promo I've heard on WWE TV in 2019. If nothing else, at least Corbin won.
· The Revival vs. The New Day: As far as match quality goes, this was entertaining stuff. They've always worked well together, but this was easily one of their weaker encounters. I also felt that the SmackDown Tag Team Championship changing hands came out of nowhere. Sure, the bout has been advertised for at least two weeks, but The Revival's reign was forgettable and never had a chance to be more due to their shortage of television time. Additionally, there was nothing wrong with Viking Raiders vs. Undisputed Era vs. The Revival at Survivor Series, but in typical WWE fashion, they had to go ahead and change it. It's hard to excited about New Day winning the tag titles for the seventh time, unless they turn heel at some point as had been teased.
· Braun Strowman and Tyson Fury attack The B-Team: I'm glad the live crowd seemed to enjoy this, but it did nothing for me, personally. Fury comes across like a genuinely good dude, but I have no desire to see him wrestle again after that dud of a match he had with Strowman at Crown Jewel. Truth be told, this segment might have been better off happening after the show.
