Week of October 13, 2018
Match of the Week: Ricochet vs. Adam Cole vs. Pete Dunne: NXT North American Championship Triple Threat Match - NXT, October 10
Ricochet and Pete Dunne had one of the best bouts I've seen all year in WWE last month on NXT TV when they clashed in a title for title match. They somehow managed to raise the bar even higher on this week's episode of NXT TV by contesting a tremendous Triple Threat that also involved Adam Cole where the NXT North American Championship was up for grabs. Every minute of the matchup was action-packed, the nearfalls were suspenseful, and it was an electric atmosphere inside Full Sail University. Ricochet retained his title, but this is not the last we've seen of him, Dunne and Cole.
Superstar of the Week: AJ Styles
Few can say they have held the WWE Championship consecutively for over 11 months, yet AJ Styles has managed to maintain his possession of the prestigious prize through thick and thin and reign supreme with his title intact every time. Super Show-Down was no different as he put his rivalry with Samoa Joe to rest once and for all by beating him in a thrilling No Disqualification match. He carried that momentum into SmackDown Live on Tuesday night by making a splash on Miz TV in addition to knocking off Shelton Benjamin in singles action.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, October 10
Although TakeOver: WarGames 2 isn't for another month or so, NXT isn't wasting any time and is doing a great job of making every show count heading into that event. On this week's episode alone, we had Ricochet defending the NXT North American Championship in a Triple Threat match for the ages, Keith Lee continuing to impress against Kona Reeves, and Velveteen Dream confronting Tommaso Ciampa in what was a strong segment. Plus, the NXT Tag Team Championship will be on the line next week, so the good times just keeping rolling.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Cedric Alexander vs. Buddy Murphy: I've been praising 205 Live for months, but in case you haven't been keeping up with the show lately, hopefully the Cruiserweight Championship clash between Cedric Alexander and Buddy Murphy at Super Show-Down was enough to convince you to tune into the program more regularly. Alexander and Murphy are two of the best athletes in the company today and they proved that with their amazing outing, making the most of the 10 minutes they were allotted and stealing the show. Murphy's hometown title win was simply the icing on the cake and it made for a cool moment.
· The Shield vs. Braun Strowman, Dolph Ziggler and Drew McIntyre: To be honest, I can't say I was overly excited for this match, if only because there was nothing at stake and it didn't matter who won. Then again, I should have known better than to underestimate The Shield, who have been responsible for some stellar six-man tags in the past. Their back-to-back bouts at Super Show-Down and on Raw were excellent with the two trios teasing tension. Despite that, I maintain Dean Ambrose isn't turning heel any time soon.
· Becky Lynch vs. Charlotte Flair: I loved both matches Lynch and Flair had over the SmackDown Women's Championship in the last week, specifically their SmackDown Live encounter. Their chemistry is undeniable and they continue to find new ways to keep their program compelling. The non-finishes didn't bother me too much because they were designed to set up the Last Woman Standing match for Evolution later this month. If I had to guess, Ronda Rousey vs. Nikki Bella will headline the event, but Lynch vs. Flair would be the better choice given how hot their feud has been.
· Kurt Angle returns: After a two-month absence from WWE TV, Angle finally resurfaced on Raw this week by disguising himself as El Conquistador to win the Global Battle Royal and therefore earn a spot in the upcoming WWE World Cup. It was also a nice way of allowing him to exact a measure of revenge over Baron Corbin, who has since replaced him as general manager of Raw. Will he wrestle more regularly following Crown Jewel?
· Jeff Hardy vs. Samoa Joe: We haven't seen Hardy since Hell in a Cell when he was dismantled by Randy Orton. I figured he would be out a little longer than a month and that he would return with more fanfare. That aside, this was a well-wrestled, enjoyable encounter between himself and Joe. Joe was still selling his hurt knee from Super Show-Down, so I appreciated how that factored into the finish and was ultimately what cost him the victory. It helped that he wasn't pinned or submitted, though I'm left wondering what's next for him following his latest loss to AJ Styles. He won't be a part of the World Cup, either, and I'm worried he'll be directionless moving forward. He's too good to not be a weekly staple on SmackDown.
· Cedric Alexander vs. Tony Nese: Alexander hadn't suffered a singles loss all year until Super Show-Down, so now he appears to be down on his luck. Nese is terrific in the ring and I was happy he picked up the much-needed win here. The match itself was awesome as well.
This Week's Low Points
· The Undertaker vs. Triple H: The reaction to the main event at Super Show-Down was polarizing to say the least, but personally, I fell in the camp that didn't enjoy it. I applaud their effort, but it was sad that they had to rely on so many shenanigans in order to make it bearable yet the bout still managed to fall below my low expectations. Worse yet, it's already been confirmed that D-Generation X will reunite in the ring at Crown Jewel to take on The Brothers of Destruction, but I don't see how that match will much different than what we got at Super Show-Down, where Shawn Michaels and Kane interfered every five seconds, anyway.
· John Cena and Bobby Lashley vs. Kevin Owens and Elias: This was every house show tag team main event you have ever seen in your life. That isn't to say it was bad, but nothing they did stood out as special whatsoever. Lashley endured a majority of the offense from the heels for nearly 10 minutes before Cena tagged in, hit his signature spots, and scored the predictable win. In fact, it was disappointing Cena didn't do much since he hasn't competed in a televised match in months. His appearance was almost pointless.
· Daniel Bryan vs. The Miz: I never thought I'd add a Bryan vs. Miz match to the "Low Points" column, but this was extremely underwhelming. I doubt either one of them was legitimately hurt, so time constraints was likely the reason the contest was cut short. If not, I don't know what the logic behind this booking was. Bryan overcoming Miz at long last should have felt like a much bigger deal than it actually did. On the bright side, the feud doesn't appear to be over, not to mention Bryan vs. AJ Styles for the WWE Championship at Crown Jewel has the potential to be a barn-burner.
· Finn Balor and Bayley vs. Jinder Mahal and Alicia Fox: Another week, another meaningless match between these two teams. I understand that this served to hype Mixed Match Challenge, but with the winners of that show not earning anything (as far as I know), it's incredibly difficult to care about Balor and Bayley beating Mahal and Fox three weeks in a row. Balor and Bayley couldn't feel more directionless at the moment.
· Bobby Roode and Chad Gable vs. The Ascension: Speaking of matches we're seeing week after week that aren't intriguing me at all, Roode and Gable once again battled The Ascension and I could almost hear the apathy from the audience in the arena. It makes no sense for Roode and Gable, a makeshift tandem, to beat The Ascension three separate times in tag team action only for Gable and Roode to fall to Konnor in singles competition. Here's hoping Roode and Gable winning in clean fashion puts this rivalry to rest. However, any momentum the babyfaces gained from the victory went to waste when they were demolished with ease by AOP afterward. Look for that tag match to happen next week, hopefully followed by Roode turning on Gable finally.
· Ember Moon vs. Nia Jax: Although this match wasn't a major "Low Point," I don't believe it accomplished anything. Sure, Moon defeated Jax by count-out, but the bout itself was fairly forgettable. Despite the non-finish, I have no desire to see a rematch between these two.
