Week of October 15, 2016
Match of the Week: The Miz vs. Dolph Ziggler - No Mercy, October 9
As soon as it was announced that the WWE World Championship would be opening No Mercy, I saw that as the perfect opportunity for the highly anticipated Intercontinental Championship match between The Miz and Dolph Ziggler to headline the event. Even though it didn't, that shouldn't take away from how exceptional truly it was, and honestly one of the best bouts of the entire year. These two have had a stellar story going for weeks, and it culminated in a remarkable matchup on Sunday night with Miz and Ziggler pulling out all the stops. The in-ring action was exhilarating, the drama was wonderful, and it was unpredictable who would win, too. What more could you ask for? Sure, I would have loved to see Miz retain his title, but Ziggler regaining the gold was undoubtedly a memorable moment for him and for fans. 

Superstar of the Week: Dolph Ziggler
I still maintain that The Miz should have held onto the Intercontinental Championship at least until he could have broken the record reign of The Honky Tonk Man (which would have been next July). But I must admit that Dolph Ziggler finally overcoming his adversary to not only win the Intercontinental Championship for the fifth time but also to keep his career intact was phenomenal. It was one of the most engaging matches I've seen over that title in a long, long time, and props to them for making me want to care about it again. The question then turned to what was next for the bleached-blonde Superstar coming off the monumental victory, and we found out on Tuesday that he will be resuming his rivalry with Miz through the next few weeks. Even still, he managed to come out on top against The Spirit Squad in Handicap action on the show. 

Show of the Week: WWE No Mercy, October 9
While it wasn't SmackDown Live winning the award for "Show of the Week" yet again this time, it was the pay-per-view they presented on Sunday night, No Mercy. Similar to Backlash from September, it was a highly enjoyable event on the whole featuring two tremendous matches for the WWE World and Intercontinental Championships. Granted, I didn't agree with the decision to put Randy Orton vs. Bray Wyatt on last, but if nothing else, Wyatt finally won a meaningful match and Luke Harper returned, so I can't complain. The rest of the card didn't light the world on fire, but it was still a solid show from start to finish that left me looking forward to what's next for the blue brand. That said, Raw was equally enjoyable to SmackDown this week, as there really wasn't much to criticize and it made for a pleasant three hours on the whole. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· AJ Styles vs. John Cena vs. Dean Ambrose: I understood why their reasoning for opening No Mercy with the WWE World Championship match (due to the debate airing in the second hour), but I don't think that mattered much and I would have had it close out the event, anyway. Regardless, it was excellent match as expected with all three competitors putting forth a fantastic effort. You had to know the world title wasn't changing hands in the first match on the show, but they still got me hook, line and sinker with the close nearfalls down the stretch. Styles continues to be the best all-around performer in WWE today. I don't think there is any debate about that.
· Seth Rollins vs. Chris Jericho: I dare those who claim Jericho has lost a step in the ring in his "old age" to watch this match. Granted, he had an awesome opponent in Rollins, but Jericho had a spectacular showing here and they produced a very fun main event for Raw. The best part was that it could have gone either way. I was selfishly hoping Jericho would win so it would be a Triple Threat match inside Hell in a Cell for the WWE Universal Championship. That said, there is still time for Jericho to be added.
· Paul Heyman promo: If you weren't already sold on Goldberg returning to face Brock Lesnar (more than likely at Survivor Series), well, you should be after this promo. I miss hearing Heyman's masterful mic work on a weekly basis, but perhaps part of the appeal is that he isn't around all the time. Furthermore, I personally like the idea of Goldberg coming back to do a rematch with Lesnar because there's unfinished business there. What I like even more is that they advertised Goldberg's long awaited Raw return a week ago, so I'm interested to see what the ratings will look like.
· Samoa Joe and Shinsuke Nakamura: I thought it would have been better for NXT to move on from this feud after TakeOver: Brooklyn just so Joe could head straight to the main roster, but they have done a terrific job of making me want to see the rematch even more than I wanted to see their original encounter. Joe has been on absolute fire as of late and I appreciated Nakamura showing a more aggressive edge upon his return this past week.
· SAnitY vs. Bobby Roode and Tye Dillinger: I've been anxious to find out what SAnitY was all about since it was initially teased back in August, and the payoff did not disappoint. Eric Young should be perfect in that role as their unhinged leader, and his followers are a good group of guys (and girl). While the match wasn't too much of note, it was exactly what it needed to be with Roode ditching Dillinger and essentially leaving him for dead. As cool of a team as they would have been, now I'm even more excited for them as rivals heading into TakeOver: Toronto. Dillinger was long overdue for a meaningful match at a TakeOver, and now he has it.
This Week's Low Points
· Randy Orton vs. Bray Wyatt: Truth be told, I actually enjoyed this match more than most, but that isn't to say it was good. I'm just saying it was an improvement over Wyatt's recent run-ins with Kane, but then again, that isn't saying much at all. The pace was pretty boring and there was no real sense of urgency there. Moreover, this did not deserve to be the main event, and that might have been what killed it the most. At the very least, Luke Harper returned, and I'm very glad he ended up on SmackDown Live and not Raw where he likely would have been lost in the shuffle. This feud between Wyatt and Orton has featured far too much hocus pocus to be considered compelling to me.
· Alexa Bliss vs. Naomi: This really wasn't the women's fault because this bout shouldn't have happened in the first place. Becky Lynch got hurt and will be out of action for a month, so shit happens. However, what we received instead from Bliss and Naomi was barely, barely passable. Fans didn't have a reason to care to begin with because there wasn't anything at stake, but it was simply poorly wrestled and fairly sloppy. I can only hope that they learned from their mistakes here and will produce a better bout on next week's SmackDown.
· R-Truth vs. Titus O'Neil: You know something is atrocious when your girlfriend, who is a casual wrestling fan at best, is saying something sucks involving The Golden Truth. I know I crap on them all the time, but she backed up my claim when she said that to me. O'Neil isn't any better off, as he is beyond directionless right now and can't win a match to save his life. I didn't know until days later that the reason these two were fighting were because of that Payday product placement (a candy I have never even heard of, by the way). Thank the lord this didn't last longer than it did.
· AJ Styles vs. James Ellsworth: This had the potential to be comedy gold, but it was dragged on way too long and lost its luster very quickly. I get what they were going for, but Dean Ambrose did nothing for me in the special guest referee role. Wasn't it already established that he's better when he stays in serious mode? They did grant Ellsworth a title match on next week's episode, so I guess it's good they're following up on his win and not forgetting all about it.
· Wesley Blake vs. Buddy Murphy: I feel this is the longest breakup of any tag team ever. Weren't they teasing tension months ago? And they're still feuding? Ugh. Worse yet, nobody is invested in either of them, and why should they be? They have been generic since Day 1 and nothing about them stands out as special. I will say Murphy impressed with his flip over the top rope, so maybe he can be a breakout babyface down the line. I've always had a feeling he could do well on his own, but Blake in my opinion is a lost cause. If nothing else, this match was merely a placeholder before Samoa Joe came down and annihilated them both, effectively turning face in the process.
