WEEK OF OCTOBER 18, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: RANDY ORTON VS. DOLPH ZIGGLER - RAW, OCTOBER 13
For all the flack he gets for being "boring", many fans often overlook the fact that Randy Orton is a straight-up excellent wrestler. If he hasn't already proven it in his past classic battles, he surely did this past Monday night on Raw when he went one-on-one with Dolph Ziggler. While these two are no strangers to each other, it's been about a year or so since they last clashed, so it felt fresh. They never fail to have an entertaining match and needless to say, this was no exception. It was the first Raw match in quite some time to get as much time as it did (approximately 20 minutes) and there was never a dull moment. To top it all off, the final few minutes were awesome and Orton's RKO out of nowhere on Ziggler was one for the highlight reel. To my knowledge, that sick finish didn't trigger the trend of RKO Vines on social media this past week, but it goes to show that no matter how stale you think he is, Orton can surprise just about anyone. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: SETH ROLLINS
I feel like I'm cheating with this pick since the only two Superstars to watch right now are Seth Rollins and Dean Ambrose, but what can I say? He deserved it after the week he had. It started on Raw when he had a heck of a match against Jack Swagger whom he defeated after utilizing dirty tactics. This came after he laid out Dolph Ziggler after the Intercontinental champion's heated battle with Randy Orton, teasing tension with The Viper in doing so. Furthermore, SmackDown was Seth's show on Friday night as he not only competed a great match against Ziggler, but he beat him, too! Later on in the night, he laid out Dean Ambrose to close out the show. Could Rollins be on the verge of victory come Hell in a Cell? 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: MONDAY NIGHT RAW, OCTOBER 13
Some may argue that NXT was the better show this week (and almost always is), but how rare is it nowadays for Raw to actually be good? It's depressing for me to even to say that, but that's what it has come to these last few months. The show wasn't a home run by any means, but it was most definitely the best edition of Raw WWE has delivered since SummerSlam in August. What I liked most about it was the fact that the first two hours were very wrestling-oriented. Randy Orton vs. Dolph Ziggler, Seth Rollins vs. Jack Swagger, and even the Triple Threat tag team match all received an ample amount of time and were great because of it. Better yet, the use of the "celebrities" (NeNe Leakes and Todd Chrisley) was kept to a minimum, much to my surprise (and liking). The final hour was the weakest of the three, but it wasn't enough to ruin the overall episode for this viewer. Hopefully they follow this same formula in the future. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Triple Threat tag team match: It isn't often we get these kind of matches in WWE (much less on free TV), so not only did it feel special, but it was a different approach of furthering the feud between the 'Dust brothers and The Usos while also showing that John Cena and Dean Ambrose could coexist as a team. I feared it wouldn't make the other teams in the match look good for Cena and Ambrose to trample right over them, but everyone got in an equal amount of offense that it was worth it in the end. It was better than another pointless singles match between Stardust and Jey Uso, that's for sure.
· Seth Rollins vs. Jack Swagger: Yes, we've seen this match a few times before, but it hasn't been done enough to the point where it feels like overkill. Plus, they work exceptionally well together, so who's to complain? Much like Randy Orton and Dolph Ziggler, they were given a sufficient amount of time to have the match they were capable of having. Bonus points for putting heat on Rollins via the dirty finish while protecting Swagger at the same time. See? Not every match has to end in a disqualification!
· Big Show vs. Rusev: I know some will be surprised to see this match appear in this column, but I'm guilty of actually enjoying this match. They've done a superb job of making this feud mean something in recent weeks and Rusev is getting more and more over as a heel as the weeks pass. I also really liked how the commentators played it straight and called the match like professionals. I know a Mark Henry heel turn is coming down the pike, but as long as this feud with Show benefits Rusev, I'm content.
· Seth Rollins vs. Dolph Ziggler: Is it even possible for these two to have a bad match? I didn't think so, either. The build-up to the bout was well done in that Rollins attacked Ziggler on Raw and they also had a back-and-forth on the mic beforehand. It was easily the highlight of this week's SmackDown for its entertaining action and fun finish. My only complaint is that Ziggler continues to lose non-title matches for no reason. It appears he couldn't escape the midcard title curse similar to all who came before him.
· Sami Zayn vs. Tyson Kidd: Zayn and Kidd are undoubtedly two of the best things going in NXT right now, so to see them clash in the main event of the show this week was a treat. Most of the night's matches went short, but I was glad Zayn and Kidd were given a bit more time than the rest. Zayn needed the win after his recent losses and Kidd can rebound with one of his golden promos.
· Cesaro vs. Kofi Kingston: For a show that's three hours long, WWE couldn't find some time to sneak these guys onto Raw? I'm happy we got the match at all! They ripped it up on Superstars on Thursday night with a barn burner of a bout that had a fairly sweet finish. Check it out when you get a chance. You'll thank me later.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· John Cena vs. Dean Ambrose: I'm confident these two would have had a stellar match had it not been for the silly stipulation. I understand it was designed to protect Cena so Ambrose wouldn't have to pin him to win, but as I've asked many times over the years, why? Cena is established enough to the point where one clean loss via pinfall won't kill his credibility. Also, this match featured too much interference from The Authority for my taste, but what else would one expect? At least it appears Ambrose and Seth Rollins will be getting the main event slot at Hell in a Cell... or at least I hope so.
· Sheamus vs. The Miz: The match itself was fine, but the booking confused me. Hear me out: Why would Miz have to defeat Sheamus a second time (via count-out, no less) after pinning him the week prior? That made no sense to me. Then again, very little of what goes on in WWE right now makes sense to me. If nothing else, Damien Mizdow was an absolute riot at ringside during this match. He just keeps finding more and more ways to entertain himself as well as the entire WWE Universe every time he comes out.
· AJ Lee and Layla vs. Paige and Alicia Fox: The entire Divas division is a complete mess right now. First off, is AJ supposed to be a babyface or a heel? She came off as a heel when she ditched Emma last week, and this week, she beat the living crap out of Layla after their match. I understand Layla is (supposed to be) a heel, but that was still unnecessary. The whole AJ vs. Paige feud jumped the shark a long time ago and it seems like they're struggling to find their way with it at this point.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Kane: I groaned upon hearing that this would be the SmackDown main event for this week. How many times have these two faced each other this year? And how many of those matches have ended in disqualification? Almost all of them. As big of an Ambrose fan that I am, not even his presence in this contest entertained me. It was about was mediocre as it gets and ended the night on a sour note. At least Rollins closed the show looking strong by laying Ambrose out afterward.
· Sheamus and The Usos vs. The Miz, Goldust and Stardust: Six-man tag team matches can be fun when done sparingly, but when done every single week, they lose their luster fast. The six competitors put forth a solid effort, but I've gotten bored of seeing different variations of the same guys face off in multi-man matches. It's a lazy way of furthering the feuds involved.
· Tyson Kidd vs. R-Truth: I understood the story they were trying to tell here, and while I'm fine with it, Kidd should have won this match. A loss to R-Truth of all people? Really? I'm hoping he gets his win back, otherwise this was pointless. However, I continue to like how Kidd is getting more and more TV time on the main roster these days.
