WEEK OF OCTOBER 19, 2013
MATCH OF THE WEEK: CODY RHODES AND GOLDUST VS. THE SHIELD - RAW, OCTOBER 14
For the first time ever, a match has earned the award of being the undisputed Match of the Week for two consecutive weeks. Eight days following their hard fought victory over The Shield at WWE Battleground, Cody Rhodes and Goldust fought Seth Rollins and Roman Reigns in a rematch on Raw this past week for the WWE Tag Team Championship. The second encounter between the two teams was every bit as entertaining as the first, as they put everything on the line in attempt to walk away with the gold. Although the Rhodes brothers were outnumbered early on due to Dean Ambrose's presence at ringside, the "fired" Big Show evened the odds by making a beeline toward the ring through the crowd and knocking out every member of The Shield. This allowed Cody to capitalize and score the three count as well as the tag team titles for his brother Goldust and himself. It was truly a memorable moment and one of the best Raw main events in a good while. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: CM PUNK
It has been a long time since CM Punk was last named the Superstar of the Week, but there is no doubt in my mind that he is definitely deserving of the honor this time around. After being on the losing end of many matches with Paul Heyman's henchmen in recent months, Punk managed to defeat Intercontinental Champion Curtis Axel at the last possible second (literally) in a Beat the Clock Challenge match on Raw. This win gave him the chance to pick the stipulation for his Handicap match against Ryback and Paul Heyman, to which he chose a Hell in a Cell match. In a rare appearance on SmackDown, Punk emerged victorious over Big E Langston before getting the better of Axel and Ryback with help from the former NXT champion. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: MONDAY NIGHT RAW, OCTOBER 14
Believe it or not, it was actually harder to chose a Show of the Week this time than in past weeks due to how entertaining the latest editions of Monday Night Raw and Friday Night SmackDown were. While we are still one week away until the Hell in a Cell event, WWE did a superb job of building up the card (for the most part, at least) over the last seven days. Not only did SmackDown feature very little filler, but its two main matches (CM Punk vs. Big E Langston and the six-man tag team match) stole the show. However, Raw managed to barely beat out SmackDown with its memorable moments and solid storytelling. From Punk announcing that he will face Paul Heyman and Ryback in a Hell in a Cell match next week to Cody Rhodes and Goldust capturing the WWE Tag Team Championships together, Raw ended on a high note and left this viewer looking forward to the pending pay-per-view. Of course, not everything on the show was perfect, but there were enough good things to outweigh the bad. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Randy Orton confronts Shawn Michaels: An enjoyable exchange that provided a nice preview of what is (potentially) to come in the WWE Championship match at Hell in a Cell. Orton managed to turn his hometown crowd against him and it is always great to see Michaels on television, though I hope we see him confront Daniel Bryan and/or Triple H next week.
· Randy Orton vs. The Miz: They have had better (and longer) matches in the past, but they made the most out of the time they were allotted. The best part about the bout was the finish, where a Wyatt Family distraction cost Miz the win. It allowed Miz to come up short without losing anything in defeat, in addition to the fact it furthered his feud with Bray Wyatt (who did a good job of hiding his injury).
· Triple H and Stephanie McMahon: These two have been constantly going back and forth between babyface and heel over the last month, so it was good to see them go full-fledged heel on this show. HHH is at this best when he "embraces the hate", and Stephanie continues to do some of her best work in years.
· Big E Langston turns face: Finally! This was a long time coming, and I couldn't have been happier to see it go down on this week's edition of SmackDown. It was excellently executed with Langston aligning himself with CM Punk to take out Ryback and Curtis Axel. Here's hoping Langston is the one to take the Intercontinental Championship off Axel come Hell in a Cell.
· Daniel Bryan, Cody Rhodes and Goldust vs. The Shield: Similar to the main event of Raw, this six-man tag team match was extremely entertaining and showcased the amazing abilities of everyone involved. Rhodes and Goldust are doing fantastic work as a tag team, but why aren't they receiving any mic time? Aside from that, this was a great match and it gave Bryan some momentum going into his upcoming WWE title match with Orton.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Dolph Ziggler: I was pleasantly surprised to see this Main Event match hyped on Raw, which helped give it more meaning. These two work so incredibly well together and their latest encounter was nothing short of excellent. Ambrose winning clean should end the feud between the two once and for all, but I am curious as to where Ziggler goes from here.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Daniel Bryan vs. Alberto Del Rio: While I enjoyed the build-up this match received earlier on in the night on Raw, I was a bit disappointed with the ending outcome. Don't get me wrong, the contest was well wrestled and all, but it didn't feel as big as it should have been. The record shows that Del Rio won the bout via count-out, but Bryan leaving the ring to save Brie Bella from an attack from Orton (which didn't even happen anyway) was rather anticlimactic.
· Los Matadores vs. 3MB: Okay, we get it, Los Matadores are capable of defeating 3MB. We have seen it four times in the last two weeks. Can we please move on now? At least WWE took a step in the right direction by kicking off the Matadores-Real Americans feud on SmackDown this week.
· Fandango: I apologize in advance for sounding like a broken record, but Fandango is in desperate need of a repackage. Maybe not as desperate as someone such as Kofi Kingston, but what purpose does he even serve anymore? Sure, he is a great wrestler, but his talents have gone to waste as of late in matches with Santino Marella and The Great Khali.
· 3MB vs. Tons of Funk and Santino Marella: This match wasn't as bad as it could have been and might not even be considered a low point, but I needed something to fill out the column, okay? In all seriousness, with all the awesomeness that occurred on Raw and SmackDown this week, this match simply felt out of place and took time away from other matches on Main Event. That and the fact I despise 3MB with a passion.
· Vickie Guerrero and Brad Maddox segment: I said this a number of months ago, but Vickie is so beyond played out as an authority figure. That was evident in her opening promo on SmackDown with Brad Maddox. I don't mind Maddox as much (he can be incredibly entertaining at times), but why was he in charge of a show he isn't even supposed to be on? These are the times when I wish the Brand Split was still in effect.
