Week of October 20, 2018
Match of the Week: Cedric Alexander vs. Tony Nese vs. TJP vs. Gran Metalik vs. Lio Rush: Fatal 5-Way Match - 205 Live, October 17
205 Live is stockpiled with tremendous talent at the moment, and sometimes a good old fashioned multi-man match is necessary to showcase all those stars. This week's Fatal 5-Way main event featuring Cedric Alexander, Tony Nese, TJP, Gran Metalik and Lio Rush was an absolute blast from start to finish. Although nothing was at stake in the exhilarating match, several stories were furthered and the crowd was fully invested in the action. Not only did Nese's victory further his recent momentum, Alexander suffered yet another loss as he aims to bounce back to title contention.
Superstar of the Week: Rey Mysterio
Four and a half years removed from his last appearance on SmackDown, Rey Mysterio returned to the blue brand on Tuesday night for its milestone 1,000th episode celebration. In his first bout back, Mysterio competed in the main event against United States Champion Shinsuke Nakamura and showed no signs of ring rust whatsoever. It was a highly entertaining outing that saw Mysterio pick up the victory. With his win, Mysterio has officially entered the field for the upcoming WWE World Cup. He's already off to a strong start on SmackDown.
Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown 1000, October 16
It isn't often SmackDown does an anniversary show right (though I largely blame that on WWE not treating the blue brand with the same respect that they do Raw), but I thoroughly enjoyed SmackDown 1000 and everything it had to offer. The two hours were not perfect by any means (that appearance from The Undertaker sure was pointless, huh?), but it was an enjoyable episode overall with plenty of cameos, memorable moments, and even some build for Evolution (the pay-per-view, not just the faction) and Crown Jewel. It was way better than Monday Raw, that's for sure.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Ronda Rousey promo: There wasn't a lot I loved about Raw this week, but I thoroughly enjoyed the exchange between Rousey and The Bella Twins on the mic. Yes, Rousey taking shots at how the Bellas are only relevant because of their partners received the biggest reaction from the crowd, but there was more to it than just that. The Bella Twins had some solid lines and, more importantly, Rousey came across as as a confident talker for a change. Hopefully she can continue to improve in the future because, if so, she can be the complete package. This did nothing to make me more excited for Evolution, though.
· Seth Rollins vs. Drew McIntyre: As tired as I am of seeing The Shield face the trio of McIntyre, Dolph Ziggler and Braun Strowman, I can't lie when I say I'm a big fan of the chemistry that Rollins and McIntyre have together. In fact, that really should be the feud over the Intercontinental Championship, a title that has gotten lost in the mix over the last month or two. The non-finish helped protect McIntyre in defeat and put Rollins in the WWE World Cup. Plus, McIntyre bounced back at the end of the show by attacking Strowman.
· Evolution reunion: I'm well aware that Evolution never once appeared on SmackDown before this past week, but that didn't make this reunion any less special. Everything about it was perfect and I especially loved Batista's involvement. He has wanted to return to WWE for several years, but the timing never seemed right until Tuesday. He spoke from the heart and his little jab at Triple H was wonderfully received. I'd assume that was meant to plant the seeds for a WrestleMania match next spring if WWE decides to go in that direction and Batista is on board for it.
· Cutting Edge with Becky Lynch and Charlotte Flair: It should come as no surprise that Lynch vs. Flair is my favorite feud in WWE currently for both the segments and matches they have. Lynch in particular has been so spectacular to watch and her verbal exchange with Edge about her former friend was excellent. It's amazing how outstanding of a heel she is despite being a natural babyface. Flair was fine, too.
· Undisputed Era vs. War Raiders: NXT does a tremendous job of replenishing the pot whenever someone gets called up, but the brand is going to have a major gap to fill when Undisputed Era eventually graces the main roster. They are among the most consistent performers in all of NXT/WWE at the moment and can always be counted on for a quality contest. On Wednesday's episode of NXT, Kyle O'Reilly and Roderick Strong defended their NXT Tag Team Championship against War Raiders in a highly entertaining outing. Although it ended on a disqualification, it was a smart way to not only keep the feud alive but also reintroduce Bobby Fish, who has been out injured for many months. Undisputed Era will have even more strength in numbers now.
This Week's Low Points
· Ember Moon and Nia Jax vs. Dana Brooke and Tamina: First and foremost, why the hell is Tamina on Raw and why was her move from SmackDown Live not explained? I realize most fans weren't even aware that she's been out of action with an injury since the Royal Rumble in January, but it bothers me when WWE has zero regard for the rules of the Brand Split. Worse yet, it looks like we're in for a feud between Tamina and Jax, which has disaster written all over it. This was an abysmal tag team match that was unsuccessful in getting me to look forward to the newly announced Battle Royal with all of the directionless women at Evolution.
· Natalya vs. Ruby Riott: It's incredibly hard to care about Sasha Banks and Bayley feuding with The Riott Squad for the third time in six months. Natalya isn't much better off, because she has had established issues with the group for a while as well. I have no doubt that Natalya and Riott could have a really good singles match if given the time, but this was fairly forgettable due to its brevity and the non-finish. It looks like we're getting a six-woman tag team match at Evolution, and with nothing at stake, I can't say I'm excited for it.
· Finn Balor vs. Jinder Mahal: By this point, you should not be surprised by the inclusion of this contest in the "Low Points" section. They, along with Bayley and Alicia Fox, have been feuding for weeks for no real reason at all. And yes, one can argue that the Mixed Match Challenge gives their matches a purpose, but honestly, it doesn't because that show doesn't mean anything, either. On the bright side, this was kept pretty short and Balor went over in decisive fashion. Plus, it appears he might be in line for a feud with a heel Bobby Lashley, and I can get behind that for sure.
· Rusev vs. The Miz: I was going to give WWE the benefit of the doubt and say that they were forced to cut this short because of the Evolution reunion running long, but apparently that wasn't the case whatsoever according to various reports. Instead, it was designed to be brief the entire time, making it all the more pointless. I'm glad Miz is in the WWE World Cup, but this should have been better planned. If you blinked, you missed it.
· The Undertaker's random appearance: WWE loaded SmackDown 1000 with a number of notable names from the past, and when it became clear that they weren't going to expand the show to three hours (and they should have), I assumed a lot of those returning stars wouldn't receive a ton of television time. To the company's credit, they made the most of almost everyone they brought in to do something on the show, but Undertaker's promo in the final few minutes of the episode was a waste of time. Unlike Miz and Rusev, he was likely a victim of time constraints, but WWE should have improvised and thought of something better for him to do that didn't involve him mentioning the Crown Jewel event and the crowd nearly booing him out of the building for it.
