Week of October 21, 2017
Match of the Week: Kevin Owens and Sami Zayn vs. Randy Orton and Shinsuke Nakamura - SmackDown Live, October 17
When you put Kevin Owens, Sami Zayn, Randy Orton and Shinsuke Nakamura in one ring together, it's going to be tough for them to have anything less than a great match. Sure enough, they delivered in the main event of SmackDown Live this week and closed out the Tuesday night program on a high note. Owens and Zayn were already a force to be reckoned with coming out of Hell in a Cell, but their bond was furthered solidified with the chemistry they displayed as partners in this contest. Despite solid showings from Orton and Nakamura, the heels clinched the win. 

Superstar of the Week: Sami Zayn
It was unknown how well Sami Zayn would fare in the heel role when he aided Kevin Owens to victory at Hell in a Cell, but so far, he has flourished as a bad guy. It was pretty apparent he and Owens would work well together as allies, but it has been his heel work has that especially impressed me. His face-to-face confrontation with Daniel Bryan on SmackDown Live was brilliant and helped him elicit genuine heel heat, which I never thought I would see. The future is bright for him on Tuesday nights now that he's switched up his stale character. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, October 18
It's interesting to note that while NXT TakeOver: War Games is a little over one month away, we still don't know what most of the card will consist of. That said, the weekly television show airing on Wednesday nights has done a great job of creating compelling programming and this week was no different. The Undisputed Era and SAnitY collided in a colossal main event, Drew McIntyre addressed the state of the NXT Championship, and several talents were showcased. NXT has successfully returned to form in recent months and it's been a blast to watch. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Roman Reigns vs. Braun Strowman: As always, you can count on Reigns and Strowman to contest a quality match. While this was one of their weaker encounters and the interference from The Shield and The Bar took away from the action, I was actually happy with Kane returning at the end and costing Reigns the win. I assumed Samoa Joe would be the fifth man on The Miz's team at TLC, but Kane makes more sense given his history with The Shield and wanting revenge for Reigns retiring his brother The Undertaker at WrestleMania earlier this year. It would have helped if the commentators mentioned that, though.
· Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins vs. Sheamus and Cesaro: Similar to Reigns and Strowman, these two teams have had better bouts in the past, but this was still a strong television match. I never felt that the tag titles were ever truly in jeopardy, but the audience ate up everything they did and it was a nice preview of what to expect in Sunday's TLC main event. The last two crowds have been hot for The Shield and the booing for Reigns has decreased dramatically, but will that stick through WrestleMania season?
· Daniel Bryan, Sami Zayn and Kevin Owens: Bryan received a raucous reaction from his home state crowd on SmackDown Live and he was clearly drinking it in before Zayn and Owens crashed the party. I especially enjoyed Zayn running down Bryan, and while that must be tough for Bryan considering how much he wants to wrestle, it allowed Zayn to get great heel heat from the crowd. Owens was also awesome and those two are already off to a spectacular start as partners. Furthermore, this segment helped build toward the night's tag team main event.
· Rich Swann vs. Gentleman Jack Gallagher: Swann's rivalry with TJP had run its course, so it's cool that he is now being incorporated into the Gallagher, The Brian Kendrick and Cedric Alexander angle. After Cedric and Gallagher put together a nice little match on Raw, Swann and Gallagher followed suit on 205 Live with an entertaining outing of their own. Having three separate Cruiserweight segments/matches at TLC will be a refreshing chance of pace.
· SAnitY vs. The Undisputed Era: To be honest, I didn't have high hopes for this match considering I saw these two trios clash at last month's NXT Lowell live event and the bout wasn't that good. They seem to have found their chemistry together since then because this was entertaining for as long as it lasted. Before SAnitY could score the victory, The Authors of Pain returned, marking the first time we've seen them on TV since TakeOver: Brooklyn III. Of course, this was designed to set up the rumored War Games match at next month's TakeOver, which should be nothing short of sensational. NXT has gotten this rivalry right with these three factions and I'm excited for the blow-off.
This Week's Low Points
· Finn Balor addresses Bray Wyatt: If it wasn't already evident enough, this feud between Balor and Wyatt hasn't done either man any favors. One can argue Wyatt is damaged goods by this point, but hope remains for Balor as long as he can escape this program unscathed. His "response" to Wyatt on this week's Raw was cringe-worthy. The only reason I'm anticipating their upcoming match at TLC is so their feud can finally wrap up and Balor can move on to bigger and better things. Also, how does their match not have a stipulation such as Chairs or Tables after a three month-long rivalry, especially at an event such as TLC?
· Sasha Banks vs. Alicia Fox: This was a logical follow-up to Banks eliminating Fox from last week's Fatal 5-Way match on Raw, but I have no desire to see these two feud going forward. Not only was this match mediocre at best, but we've seen the damn rivalry before, no more than four or five months ago! Fox's "crazy" shtick grew tiresome three years ago, and by this point, it's difficult for anyone to care. Meanwhile, I continue to read these reports about how a heel turn for Banks is in the works, but she continues to spin her wheels.
· Bobby Roode vs. Dolph Ziggler: Roode had a hot debut on SmackDown Live two nights after SummerSlam, and sadly, it's been all downhill since then. I thought this storyline with Ziggler would be a fine way of introducing him to the main roster audience and giving him a few wins, but he's only two months into his run and he has already lost a match to Ziggler. Worse yet, neither of their two matches so far have been terribly exciting. The best thing for Roode would be to get as far away from Ziggler as possible because he hasn't gained anything from this program.
· Baron Corbin vs. Sin Cara: After he defeated AJ Styles in clean fashion in the main event of last week's SmackDown, I was looking forward to Corbin embarking on a dominant reign as United States Champion. Well, one week later, he lost to Sin Cara by count-out. I guess that's the new feud for the title and this was WWE's way of reestablishing Cara as a threat, but it's obviously too little, too late. There are better ways to have him earn a title shot than beating the champ.
· Jinder Mahal challenges Brock Lesnar: I'm glad Styles will be next in line to challenge for the WWE Championship and we can only hope he'll be the one to take the title off Mahal, but the idea of a Lesnar vs. Mahal match at Survivor Series does absolutely nothing for me. A world champion vs. world champion matchup, which hasn't been done since TLC 2013, should feel like a major happening, but that feels like a Superstars-level attraction because Mahal has failed to click as a main event player. It's also a lose-lose situation because Mahal should not be beating Lesnar under any circumstance, yet Mahal losing hurts SmackDown. How about WWE just doesn't book the bout instead?
