Week of October 24, 2015

Match of the Week: Seth Rollins vs. Cesaro - SmackDown, October 22

As much as I enjoyed Raw this week (or at least more than usual), there weren't many matches that stood out as being anything above-average other than possibly the opening six-man tag team match. Even NXT didn't feature any blockbuster bouts this week, but SmackDown picked up the slack with an excellent outing between Seth Rollins and Cesaro. These two were no strangers to each other on the independent scene and have had their fair share of battles since coming to WWE, so this was every bit as entertaining as I expected it to be. Call Cesaro a loser all you want (and in storyline, he undoubtedly is one), but the guy is an amazing wrestler and can have a quality contest with just about anyone he steps in the ring with. Rollins is no different, so it wasn't surprising they blew me away with their SmackDown encounter. What I loved most about it was the relatively clean win for Rollins. It's going to take a lot to build him back up after so many losses in the last two months, but it was a step in the right direction. And who can complain about more Cesaro?

Superstar of the Week: Tyler Breeze

It's about damn time Tyler Breeze got what he has long deserved: a main roster call-up! He has served as a "stepping stone" to the newer names for so long that I thought it'd be forever until we saw him grace Raw and SmackDown with his presence, but he finally made the jump to the major leagues (if you want to call them that) on Thursday's SmackDown during 'Miz TV.' Although I'm not too high on his apparent pairing with Summer Rae because she feels like damaged goods as a manager to me, Breeze's main roster stint is already off to a strong start. He didn't hesitate in laying out Dolph Ziggler and a feud with the former World Heavyweight champion could be beneficial for him in the meantime. He's also a likely candidate to accept John Cena's U.S. Open at Hell in a Cell. Watch out, WWE, Prince Pretty is here to stay!

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, October 21

Is just me or does NXT keep getting better and better by the week? After two very good episodes coming out of TakeOver: Respect earlier this month, the latest episode on Wednesday night continued the strong streak with another stacked show. The two women's matches were fun while they lasted with Asuka beating Billie Kay and Alexa Bliss scoring a win over Peyton Royce. The tag team match between Enzo Amore and Colin Cassady and The Mechanics furthered their feud, and even the Baron Corbin vs. Rhyno main event was competent and slightly better than I thought it would be. And of course, who could forget James Storm's shocking (although it was announced by WWE a few weeks back) NXT debut? He made quite the impression his first night in and I'm excited to see The Cowboy return if it's in the cards. Also, it's no coincidence that this week's NXT just so happened to fall on "Back to the Future Day," the unofficial arrival of the future. If NXT is in fact the future, then get your shades ready because the future is bright!

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points

This Week's Highlights

· Stone Cold Steve Austin, The Undertaker and Brock Lesnar: What a way to kick off Raw! This segment felt like it was something straight out of the Attitude Era and while I'd normally say it'd be better to focus on the future than on the past, WWE is desperate for ratings at the moment and this was their only answer: to stack the show with as much star power as possible. It was a real treat to see Stone Cold because it's been over four years since he last appeared on Raw, and Lesnar and 'Taker furthered their feud nicely as well going into their Hell in a Cell match on Sunday. On a side note, Austin's post-show podcast with Lesnar was fantastic.

· Seth Rollins and Shawn Michaels: Speaking of WWE Legends, I thoroughly enjoyed the interaction between Rollins and Michaels. While it was awesome to see Stone Cold cross paths with Undertaker and Lesnar, seeing faces from the past mix it up with current stars is even cooler. HBK started off in happy-go-lucky mode, but he was more serious as the segment progressed and brought his A-game on the mic. Rollins was exceptional here as well in saying he was the next Michaels, a comparison that has been made quite a bit since SummerSlam.

· Sheamus, King Barrett and Rusev: I don't know what it is, but I absolutely love the idea of an alliance between Sheamus, Barrett and Rusev. Maybe it's the foreign forces deal I've been waiting for since it was teased in WWE '12 years ago, but all three of them have great chemistry together as a trio. Besides, what harm could it do? Each of them were losers before they started teaming, so it could only benefit them as well as the tag team division if that is what's next for them. Barrett and Sheamus were highly impressive this week in their wins on both Raw and SmackDown in tag team action.

· The New Day vs. Dean Ambrose and Roman Reigns: New Day were able to main event SmackDown for the second consecutive week in an enjoyable tag team match with the former Shield members. I don't know how wise it was to have the WWE Tag Team Champions lose by way of pinfall before their title defense at Hell in a Cell, but from an in-ring standpoint, this bout was among the highlights on SmackDown.

· James Storm debut: Sorry about your damn luck! I was ecstatic when I initially heard the news two weeks ago about Storm showing up in NXT and seeing it for myself on Wednesday's episode was simply surreal. I've long been a fan of his and I honestly never thought I'd see the day he would grace a WWE ring. Well, he did so this past week and it gave me goosebumps just watching it. He's a hell of a talent and WWE would be foolish to not sign him to a full-time deal in the near future. It'd be tremendous to see him squaring off with the faces of the future inside the squared circle. Plus, how could you not laugh at the commentators saying Storm spent 15 years on the "independent scene?"

This Week's Low Points

· Erick Rowan returns: Where in the blue hell did this come from? Don't get me wrong, I was happy they brought Rowan back as a member of The Wyatt Family and not as one of their rivals, but the fact he randomly showed up on Raw without any explanation at all was awful. It took me a few minutes to realize he was at ringside during the first Roman Reigns-Bray Wyatt talking segment. The commentators didn't do him any favors, either. Then again, I shouldn't have been surprised given the track record of WWE Creative. I understand Luke Harper couldn't make the show (despite being advertised), but could they have been any more lazy in booking this?

· Ric Flair: I enjoyed every appearance from the WWE Legends on Raw except for Flair. I love me some Nature Boy on Raw every now and again, but WWE more often than not brings him back for meaningless segments. Monday was the latest example as all he did was talk about how great Dallas is before introducing his "main man" Roman Reigns to the ring, and that was it. I question whether WWE trusts him anymore to do long talking segments with it being well-known how he tends to go off-script. In other words, it was a waste of Flair.

· Team B.A.D. vs. Team Bella: I'll continue putting these asinine heel vs. heel matches in the "Low Points" column until WWE learns their lesson. Who was the crowd supposed to cheer for? Neither team does anything to generate heat, and Banks is the only one of these women who connects with the crowd in a major way. They're obviously planting the seeds of dissension within Team B.A.D., so hopefully that means Banks will be breaking off on her own sooner rather than later. There wasn't anything wrong with this match, but the "Divas Revolution" remains a miss for me.

· Nikki Bella vs. Paige: Unlike the previous match, this bout was barely a "Low Point" because of how well-wrestled it was. Nikki vs. Paige, although it's a match we've seen a million times this year, is almost always solid, but again, the storylines surrounding these matches aren't doing anyone involved any favors. Sadly, I stopped caring about whether I should cheer or boo Paige weeks ago.

· Baron Corbin vs. Rhyno: This wasn't nearly as bad as it could have been, but it was weird it took the main event slot over all the other excellent things that happened on this week's NXT. To their credit, the video packages that aired leading up to the match were well done and they both put forth a good effort, but the heel vs. heel dynamic hindered my enjoyment of it because it was never made clear whether one of them will be going babyface. They just don't gel well together, but if nothing else, I'm holding out hope this was the end of the line for this "feud" and Corbin and Rhyno move on to other opponents from here. At least Corbin scored the clean win as he should have and built momentum toward whatever awaits him next.

