Week of October 24, 2020

Match of the Week:
Seth Rollins vs. Murphy (Friday Night SmackDown, October 23)
As much as I despise the never-ending storyline with Seth Rollins, Murphy and the Mysterio family, the matches have largely been great. Look no further than this bout from SmackDown pitting the former teammates against each other. Although it should have been saved for Sunday's Hell in a Cell event, they made the most of the time they had on Friday. Murphy has proven time and time again that he can hang with the top talent of WWE and that was once again the case when he met his mentor one-on-one. I want Murphy to ultimately defeat Rollins, but I was fine with it not happening here because of the strong showing he had in defeat.
Superstar of the Week:
Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch
It's been over a year since I last featured Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch in this column, and at long last, I am happy to say they are not only the Superstars of the Week again but also the new NXT Tag Team Champions. It had been years in the making, but the circumstances couldn't have been better and their heel turn was the icing on the cake. They weren't originally supposed to contend for the titles on this week's NXT, but they took advantage of Undisputed Era getting attacked backstage and stole the gold. I'm very much looking forward to their alliance with the returning Pat McAfee.
Show of the Week:
Friday Night SmackDown, October 23
It was a tale of two shows this week. Raw did an absolutely awful job of generating excitement for Sunday's Hell in a Cell pay-per-view, while SmackDown managed to do just that. Raw has been abysmal for a few months now and that didn't change with the "season premiere" of the show on Monday. SmackDown, on the other hand, had yet another excellent episode on Friday night. In addition to the aforementioned Seth Rollins vs. Murphy match, I thoroughly enjoyed what we got from Sasha Banks and Bayley again along with Roman Reigns and Jey Uso. Plus, Bianca Belair and Lars Sullivan were showcased and Shorty G went back to being Chad Gable. It was a fun night of wrestling all in all.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Kofi Kingston vs. Sheamus: There wasn't a lot I liked about Monday's "season premiere" of Raw which felt like anything but, though I will say that Kingston vs. Sheamus was a kickass match. Apparently this was their first singles match on Raw in almost a decade and I couldn't believe it as their chemistry is as strong as ever. I figured Sheamus would win because he was beaten like a drum over on SmackDown, but he can always bounce back from this in some other way.
· Roman Reigns and Jey Uso: There can be little doubt that the Uso vs. Reigns rivalry is the best thing going in WWE at the moment. Both guys are playing their roles remarkably well and I find myself highly anticipating their encounter at Hell in a Cell despite the outcome being pretty obvious. The trick The Usos pulled on Reigns was clever and I like the added stipulation to their upcoming match being that The Usos must join Reigns if Jey loses on Sunday. That's a very interesting twist.
· Sasha Banks and Bayley: There have been weeks where this storyline feels like it's lost a lot of momentum, and then there are weeks like this one where it's lighting the world on fire. This was a short, sweet and simple exchange between them that made their match official for Hell in a Cell. Banks was intense and came across like a true threat to Bayley's SmackDown Women's Championship. Here's hoping they deliver inside the cell come Sunday night.
· Kushida vs. Velveteen Dream vs. Tommaso Ciampa: This came about after Dream got involved in Kushida's match with Ciampa two weeks, so this made perfect sense. It was all action from bell to bell and I was thoroughly entertained. It would have been a crime for Kushida to not win on Back to the Future Day (yes, that's a thing), so I'm glad he did. As for Ciampa and Dream, I can see them branching off into a feud of their own, but I can't say that does much for me.
· Legado del Fantasma vs. Isiah "Swerve" Scott, Ashante "Thee" Adonis and Jake Atlas: It's rare that the Cruiserweights in NXT feel like they're being let loose during their matches, but that's what we got here and I loved every second of it. Similar to the aforementioned Triple Threat, these guys kept the pace consistent throughout and had a hot match. I'm all for keeping Legado del Fantasma strong, but I have no idea where Scott goes from here having lost so much lately.
· Mansoor vs. The Brian Kendrick: I'm stoked that Mansoor has resurfaced on 205 Live because the guy is way more talented than some may give him credit for. I don't understand why he isn't featured more often on NXT TV, but 205 Live is a fine place for him to be for now. He and Kendrick had a quality contest on this week's episode and Mansoor going over was the right call as his stock continues to climb. Considering he's undefeated, he may soon be owed a Cruiserweight title shot.
This Week's Low Points
· The Hurt Business vs. RETRIBUTION: I think it's high time we put RETRIBUTION out of its misery. Mustafa Ali being revealed as the leader gave me a sliver of hope they could turn things around, but instead, WWE took two steps backward with the group on Monday's Raw by having them lose clean to The Hurt Business. Listen, I love The Hurt Business, but this was a waste of time. "The Fiend" Bray Wyatt laying out everyone in RETRIBUTION afterward except Ali didn't help matters, either.
· Asuka vs. Lana: I said last week that it was pointless for Lana to win the dual-branded Battle Royal to earn the Raw Women's Championship and this incredibly quick match proved me right. I'm not arguing it should have been longer, but someone else could have been in this spot and given Asuka more of a run for her money. Asuka gained nothing from this glorified squash and only further exposed how directionless she is at the moment. And no, Lana is in no way a babyface.
· Shayna Baszler and Nia Jax vs. The Riott Squad vs. Mandy Rose and Dana Brooke vs. Peyton Royce and Lacey Evans: Man, WWE's women's division is such a joke. It hurts me to say that, but it's true. I'm not sure what purpose this was supposed to serve other than to remind viewers that the division is depleted and that Baszler and Jax have no real competition. The match wasn't well-wrestled and accomplished nothing. Baszler should be in the Raw Women's Championship picture.
· Keith Lee vs. Braun Strowman: Lee and Strowman had a fun little sprint last week on Raw, but the rematch this week was the exact opposite of that. I didn't mind that it was short, but nothing they did in those five or so minutes was exciting or interested in the slightest. It just sort of existed. Then, Strowman beat Lee in the cheapest way possible, handing Lee his first pinfall loss in singles competition on the main roster. Is it too late for Lee to go back to NXT?
· Kacy Catanzaro vs. Xia Li: I've been intrigued by Li's recent actions. She has potential, but she felt generic before NXT started having her tease a heel turn. From an in-ring standpoint, this match was whatsoever. It was a means to an end in solidify Li as a villain via her latest loss and post-match attack on the babyfaces. The issue I had with this was Raquel Gonzalez coming out and killing everyone. I don't know why she couldn't have done that after Li had already left.
· The Bollywood Boyz return: 205 Live has been getting significantly better lately, so I was bummed when the former Singh Brothers resurfaced this week. Congrats to them on making it back into the country, but I honestly forgot they were gone for as long as they were. There was a time where they were on almost every episode of 205 Live and it sucked because they don't bring a ton to the table as a tag team. I'd hate for that to become the case again now that they're back.
