WEEK OF OCTOBER 25, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: DOLPH ZIGGLER VS. CESARO - SMACKDOWN, OCTOBER 24
It came down to the wire this week between this match and the 3-on-2 Handicap Street Fight, but this bout barely eked out as the winner since the Raw main event had some illogical issues tied to it (why were the wrestlers making tags?). The had a very good encounter on Monday night, but it was obvious Cesaro was coming out on top since they've been building toward a title match for some time. Whatever happened to No. 1 Contender matches? They also held back a bit in that match, and while they did the same during their clash on SmackDown, it wasn't as apparent. With the Intercontinental Championship up for grabs, both competitors put it all on the line and had a hell of a match as only they could. It was exciting action from bell to bell that saw Ziggler emerge victorious following a Zig-Zag (out of nowhere!). I shudder to think what they're capable of doing in a 2-out-of-3 Falls match on pay-per-view. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: DAMIEN MIZDOW
It's been almost exactly a year since Damien Sandow was unsuccessful in winning the World Heavyweight Championship from an injured John Cena after cashing in his Money in the Bank briefcase, and it's crazy to think how far he's fallen since then. That said, he's turned a gimmick that would have otherwise been garbage into absolute gold in the last two months. His antics at ringside during The Miz's matches are incredibly entertaining and often overshadow whatever The Awesome One is doing inside the squared circle. Sandow has lost most of his matches this year, but he managed to win both bouts he was involved in this past week. A split from Miz seems to be coming in the very near future. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: MONDAY NIGHT RAW, OCTOBER 20
The latest episode of Monday Night Raw may not have been above average, but it was the only WWE program this week that came close to earning this award. Friday Night SmackDown was equally effective in building toward Hell in a Cell, but featured fewer highlights. Main Event on Wednesday night was throwaway as it never truly recovered from the horrendous opening segment. Even NXT failed to excite me this viewer. None of the aforementioned programs were tremendously terrible, but much like most of what WWE has offered lately, there isn't a lot to look forward to at the moment. At the very least, Raw saw the return of Mick Foley as well as an entertaining 3-on-2 Handicap Street Fight main event. The entire two hours mostly revolved around the stories of John Cena, Randy Orton, Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins, but really, is there much else of note happening in WWE these days? 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Mick Foley returns: It's been a while since we last saw Foley on WWE programming, so it was great to see him back on Raw and in a meaningful role at that. I really enjoyed his interactions with Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins and how he gave their program going into Hell in a Cell one last boost. It's sad WWE has to rely on Legends these days to get people buzzing about their product, but if that's what it takes to get fans invested again, then so be it. It gives a nice rub to the young up-and-comers such as Rollins and Ambrose in this specific segment.
· John Cena and Dean Ambrose vs. Randy Orton, Seth Rollins and Kane: As noted earlier, the frequent tags early on in this match made zero sense since there were no disqualifications and the illegal men could have easily interfered at any time, but that aside, this was the most entertaining Raw main event we've seen in some time. The nearfalls grew more suspenseful down the stretch and everyone involved worked hard. Having the heels go over was a smart move since chances are that the faces win on Sunday. Rollins attacking Orton afterward was intriguing and I'm sure a feud between the two is coming down the pike.
· Randy Orton RKOs Paul Heyman: The talking segment that preceded this between John Cena and Randy Orton was what it was. I mean, how much more can you say about a match we've seen a million times before? They tried their best to make their upcoming match matter, I'll give them that, but it wasn't until Heyman came out that I was officially interested. I'd hate to see Brock Lesnar defend the title against Cena again, but Orton laying out Heyman with an RKO gives me hope that he might be going over on Sunday after all.
· Seth Rollins vs. Jack Swagger: It was essentially the same match we saw last week on Raw, just shorter. Regardless, they worked a well wrestled match and there's no denying they have good chemistry together. Rollins also walked away with a nice win as he heads into Hell in a Cell to face Dean Ambrose.
· Adrian Neville vs. Titus O'Neil: It may not have been Neville's most exciting title defense to date, but it was definitely O'Neil's best showing since coming to NXT. Neville's small size had him playing the underdog role against O'Neil and it made for a fun dynamic. It was a nice tune-up match for Neville as he prepares to defend against Sami Zayn at the next NXT live special in December.
· Bayley vs. Sasha Banks: Like Cena and Orton, these two have faced each other countless times over the last year, but unlike the two former WWE champions, Banks and Bayley always have enjoyable matchups. This was no exception and Banks' victory indicates she'll be next in line to challenge for the NXT Women's Championship. On a side note, Becky Lynch's heel turn was well done and I look forward to see what's next for her.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Rusev attacks a solider: To be honest, I haven't had any problem with the Big Show vs. Rusev feud so far and have even found myself enjoying it at times. However, Rusev attacking a "solider" on raw this week was ridiculous. I know they wanted to make it seem real, but they wouldn't have replayed it so many times if that was the case. It came across as so phony that no one involved benefited from it. The worst part was Show crying about it afterward. Isn't this the same guy who was knocking out people left and right at the command of The Authority at this time last year?
· Six-man tag team matches: Enough already! I enjoy a good ol' six-man tag team match as much as the next guy, but they lost their luster long ago after being featured on a week-to-week basis. If that wasn't bad enough, there were two this week on both Raw and SmackDown, respectively. Neither of them were all that entertaining and instead felt like wastes of time. It's such a weak way of furthering the feuds involved and the more they're overdone, the more people are going to resent them. It's a shame, too, because The Usos have ripping it up lately and they deserve better storyline support than this.
· AJ Lee vs. Alicia Fox: Nether of their matches on Raw and SmackDown this week were all that bad, but they didn't differ from their past bouts together. That's in addition to the fact they're never given an ample amount of time to have the kind of match they're capable of having. I never thought I would say this, but I couldn't be happier that the feud AJ and Paige is (seemingly) coming to an end on Sunday. It's been so mishandled in the last two months and both ladies deserve better. Hopefully they move onto bigger and better things post-Hell in a Cell.
· 'How Well Do You Know Your Bro?': My God, this one of the worst segments I've seen in recent memory. I don't know if it tops the Jerry Springer-Bella Twins segment from September, but if not, it sure as hell comes close. It was so incredibly pointless and stupid that it's mind-boggling someone thought this garbage was a good idea.
· Big E vs. Bo Dallas: What a meaningless match. The booking of Bo Dallas as of late has been so bizarre. The guy lost both of his matches on Main Event and Superstars this week yet pinned Mark Henry for the win on SmackDown. Big E has been irrelevant for ages, so I fail to see what he really got from this victory. Remember when Dallas was actually on a roll with his undefeated streak? Me either.
· Tyler Breeze vs. CJ Parker: This was a complete mess of a match. I'm confused as to who's supposed to be the face and heel in this feud between Breeze and Mojo Rawley. The fans obviously favor Breeze over Rawley, which would mean Breeze is the face, but what face injures someone by taking out their shoulder? This match wasn't any good because of that awkwardness and I'm hoping the Breeze character isn't damaged by this.
