Week of October 26, 2019
Match of the Week: Roderick Strong vs. Keith Lee vs. Dominick Dijakovic: NXT North American Championship Triple Threat Match - NXT, October 23
Once again, the main event of NXT was the best bout I saw all week on WWE TV. This time, it was Roderick Strong defending his NXT North American Championship against Keith Lee and Dominick Dijakovic in a heated Triple Threat match. Between the incredible chemistry Lee and Dijakovic share and Strong being one of NXT's finest, it was no surprise that this was so spectacular. The action was exciting, the nearfalls were suspenseful, and all three guys put forth a hell of an effort. Lee and Dijakovic beat the crap out of each other long enough for Strong to swoop in and retain his title.
Superstar of the Week: The Street Profits
It was a long time coming, but The Street Profits finally made their in-ring debut on Monday's Raw, in the main event no less! I could have sworn it was supposed to be a six-man tag team match with them and a mystery partner against all of The O.C., but it ended up being a standard tag team affair between Street Profits and Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson. Despite that, it was an entertaining outing and Street Profits had no trouble getting over with the audience. Their victory over the former Raw Tag Team Champions (courtesy of Kevin Owens) was simply the cherry on top.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, October 23
You should probably get used to NXT winning this award every week for the foreseeable future if the quality of Raw and SmackDown continues to be as mundane as it has been lately. NXT, on the other hand, has been delivering good to great episodes since its move to USA Network last month with Wednesday's edition being one of the better ones in recent weeks. Finn Balor's heel turn alone was amazing, but everything else served a purpose, planted the seeds for TakeOver: WarGames III, and/or was enjoyable. I'm already anticipating next week's show.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins vs. Humberto Carrillo: I assumed Carrillo would either get the Drew Gulak treatment his first night on Raw or just be relegated to Main Event for the rest of his days, so a non-title match with the Universal Champion was a pleasant surprise. Of course, I never expected Carrillo to win, but I was happy he looked as credible as he did in defeat. It was a very well wrestled match and I hope Carrillo can build off the momentum he gained from this. It's worth noting that Rollins was giving off a bit of a heel vibe throughout the bout, so I'm curious if that will lead to him turning at some point.
· Ricochet vs. Drew McIntyre: After a two-month hiatus, McIntyre has returned to Raw and is officially a part of Team Flair at Crown Jewel. Although I was pulling for him to come back as a babyface, it's possible he turns eventually. He could even tease tension with his partners at Crown Jewel if WWE wanted to start planting the seeds there. Nonetheless, this was an excellent match. Their clash in the first round of the King of the Ring tournament was fun and they delivered an equally entertaining outing on Monday night.
· Daniel Bryan, Shinsuke Nakamura and Sami Zayn: I noted last week how I'm a big fan of Bryan and Nakamura feuding over the Intercontinental Championship and this was a great next step in the story. Before Bryan could reveal to Michael Cole whether the "Yes!" Movement was returning, Zayn interrupted him and brought up all the despicable things Bryan said after going heel last year. I'm glad they aren't ignoring that stuff, but I assume Bryan will be a full-fledged babyface before long. This has the potential to be really good.
· Roman Reigns, Ali and Shorty G vs. Shinsuke Nakamura, King Corbin and Cesaro: I honestly couldn't care less about Team Hogan vs. Team Flair (especially since nothing will be on the line), but this was an enjoyable six-man tag team match. Ali picking up the win for his team was a nice touch. The sole reason Cesaro was involved was so he could take the pinfall loss. Finally, Shorty G's new ring attire is atrocious. He looks like he's about to try out for the junior high basketball team.
· Finn Balor turns heel: Well, this was certainly unexpected. I know I wasn't the only one who thought Balor would join forces with Johnny Gargano and Tommaso Ciampa against Undisputed Era in some form or fashion, but Balor threw everybody for a loop by blindsiding Gargano with a beautifully-executed pele kick at the end of Wednesday's show. Balor has been stale for so long now that, even with his recent return to NXT, this was a super smart call. He could have unsuccessfully contended for Adam Cole's NXT Championship and moved on, but this breathes new life into his character. Balor vs. Gargano is bound to steal the show at TakeOver: WarGames III (assuming NXT can hold off on doing the match until then).
· Matt Riddle vs. Cameron Grimes: My thoughts on Grimes are well documented, but while his character bores me to tears, he's proven he's a talented wrestler and can hang with the best of them, including Riddle. They went all out in this encounter and worked wonderfully together. Hopefully Grimes' match coming up next week with NXT UK's very own Tyler Bate is as exciting as this was.
This Week's Low Points
· King's Court with Rusev: I'm not sure what more I can say about this stupid storyline that hasn't already been said except that it keeps getting worse and worse by the week. Jerry Lawler attempted to interview Rusev about the situation and didn't seem to get any real answers, though Rusev did say he was working on getting Lana back. Maybe this is just me, but I feel that sends the wrong message. Hey, everybody's different (and I realize this can absolutely happen to anyone), but Rusev basically admitting that he's okay with his wife cheating on him for several weeks makes him look like a chump. Where is this even going, anyway?
· Andrade vs. Sin Cara: As a match, this was perfectly fine. They've always had quality chemistry together and I can't complain about Andrade picking up another win on Raw. I put this in the "Low Points" column because it should not have taken Andrade as long as it did to beat Sin Cara, a dude who before Monday hadn't been seen on WWE TV since the summer of 2018. He's a lost cause at this point and shouldn't be booked to look competitive against Andrade, who desperately needs direction after floundering for the last year.
· Cain Velasquez: I feel like I'm one of the few fans who is optimistic about Velasquez's future with WWE based off the star power he brings to the table and what I've heard about his in-ring work in Mexico. Unfortunately, WWE hasn't done him any favors with the booking so far and he especially came across like a dope this week on TV. His attack on Shelton Benjamin on Raw wasn't all that impressive (if anything, it looked forced) and then he got his ass handed to him on SmackDown. Now the question is if he'll deliver at Crown Jewel.
· Kalisto vs. Drew Gulak: Braun Strowman's destruction of Gulak last week on SmackDown made me lose any hope of him actually being utilized properly on the main roster. WWE doubled down on their burial of the former NXT Cruiserweight Champion this week by having him lose another throwaway match. Worse yet, his opponent was Kalisto, a guy who has gone on the record in saying he can't wait to be a free agent next year. If he wasn't ruined before, he is now.
· The New Day vs. Dolph Ziggler and Robert Roode: Xavier Woods injuring his Achilles' tendon is a big blow to New Day's momentm. It's unknown how much time he'll miss, but I assume it'll be a significant amount. Not only does Xavier being out hurt New Day, it also means Kofi Kingston will definitely be back in the tag team division going forward after a six-month run as WWE Champion. This match could have been entertaining but was cut short before they could get going. I understood that it was designed to hype up the big Tag Team Turmoil match at Crown Jewel, but Kingston and Big E losing one week before they challenge The Revival for the SmackDown Tag Team Championship made absolutely no sense. Even if a heel turn is in the works, it was still a silly decision.
· Miz TV with Team Hogan and Team Flair: Man, this thing was a train wreck. I guess I should have expected that considering who was in there with live mics, but the segment did nothing to get me any more excited for the multi-man match at Crown Jewel than I was before. It's both funny and sad that neither Hogan nor Flair bothered to recruit The Miz to their teams despite being on his talk show twice now.
