Week of October 27, 2018
Match of the Week: Mustafa Ali vs. Hideo Itami: Falls Count Anywhere Match - 205 Live, October 24
Once again, 205 Live hosted the best bout of the week. Mustafa Ali and Hideo Itami have been at odds for months with Itami at one point putting Ali on the shelf with an undisclosed injury. But ever since Ali returned to the ring, he has been determined to exact revenge on Itami. On Tuesday night, he had his chance in a thrilling Falls Count Anywhere match, and the two Cruiserweights did not pass up the opportunity to take their bad blood for each other all around the arena. From exciting action to stellar storytelling, this encounter had it all, resulting in a win for Ali.
Superstar of the Week: Roman Reigns
How could this award belong to anyone else? As soon as Roman Reigns walked into Raw this week wearing street clothes, you had to know something was up. Sure enough, he announced that his leukemia (which had previously been remission) has since returned and he was forced to relinquish the Universal Championship. It was a heartbreaking turn of events that almost everyone (myself included) could not believe was even real. Cancer is absolutely awful and can affect anyone, but the WWE Universe is pulling for Reigns and there's no doubt he'll come back even stronger.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, October 24
Between Evolution, Crown Jewel and Survivor Series, it seems like WWE is attempting to focus on way too many shows at once, and it's costing them greatly. Luckily for NXT, they only have TakeOver: WarGames II to build toward next month, and so far, the road to anticipated event has been a blast to follow. This week's edition of NXT TV was an easy and enjoyable watch with Johnny Gargano apparently revealing himself as Aleister Black's attacker, Mia Yim making her debut, Kassius Ohno squashing an irrelevant fool, and EC3 scoring a big victory versus Adam Cole.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Dolph Ziggler and Drew McIntyre vs. Seth Rollins and Dean Ambrose: Was this match always in the plans for this week's Raw, or was it a last-minute decision because of Roman Reigns' announcement at the start of the show? I guess we'll never know. Either way, this was an exceptional outing between four guys that work wonderfully together. The entire match was a blast, but the second half specifically was phenomenal and the crowd was into everything they did. Then, following their tag team title win, Ambrose turned on Rollins in shocking fashion. Now I can't wait for Raw to see what will happen next.
· Ronda Rousey and Nikki Bella contract signing: To their credit, Rousey and Nikki have done a way better job of building up their bout at Evolution than I thought they would. Last week's segment was stellar, and although their verbal exchange this week wasn't as strong, it was still solid. Some fans criticized Rousey for not coming across as natural in her promo last week, so it was good that she kept her lines short and sweet this time around. I have no doubt that they'll headline Evolution, so here's hoping they deliver.
· Elias attacks Baron Corbin: Well, any push Crews seemed to be on the verge of getting is apparently already over. I couldn't have cared less about his match against Elias, but what happened afterward with Elias attacking Corbin certainly piqued my interest. I would assume that was done due to Reigns having to take time off and thus WWE needed more stars on the babyface side. We'll see how he fares in the role, but I'm willing to give it a chance, if only because he has been floundering for months and at least this gives him something to sink his teeth into for now.
· Rey Mysterio vs. The Miz: I remember these two having really fun matches years ago, so I was hardly surprised they produced yet another enjoyable encounter on Tuesday's SmackDown Live. I would have held off on doing the match for another week (or until Crown Jewel because, you know, they're both in the WWE World Cup), but that's merely nitpicking. Besides, I'm sure they'll have more matchups in the future.
· EC3 vs. Adam Cole: EC3 came into NXT with a decent amount of buzz at the onset of 2018, but a lot of that has died down because of everyone else who has come into the promotion and overshadowed him. He's too talented to be lost in the shuffle, so it was necessary for him to bounce back with a bang on this week's NXT by challenging Cole to an impromptu match. It ended up being quite the treat for as long as it lasted and, more importantly, EC3 scored the victory. However, Undisputed Era got the last laugh by dismantling the former IMPACT star with a post-match beatdown. I'm not sure what the WarGames main event will look like, but don't count out EC3, who could ultimately side with the babyfaces against Undisputed Era.
This Week's Low Points
· D-Generation X promo: Whenever I used to imagine Shawn Michaels coming out of retirement, I figured it would be a big deal with an immense amount of fanfare around it. However, it's finally becoming a reality and I simply do not find myself as excited for his first bout back since 2010 as I know I should be. The latest DX reunion run has been lame so far and their promo addressing The Brothers of Destruction on Monday's Raw was no exception. The match is nothing more than a glorified attraction that will surely attract fans from years ago, yet does nothing to make me care about the current product, which is a problem.
· Ember Moon vs. Tamina vs. Nia Jax vs. Dana Brooke: As if last week's tag team match featuring these four wasn't bad enough, they collided in a Fatal 4-Way this week and it managed to be even more pointless. Seriously, this was a waste of time. I understood that it was designed to hype the upcoming women's Battle Royal at Evolution, but it failed miserably. Plus, it just wasn't very good. On the bright side, Moon emerging victorious was the right call. Her winning the Battle Royal would be a pleasant surprise.
· Jeff Hardy vs. Randy Orton: It pains me to have to include an Orton vs. Hardy match in the "Low Points" column, but I was disappointed by how mediocre this ended up being. Sure, both men will be involved in the WWE World Cup at Crown Jewel, but to revisit this rivalry so soon after their most recent encounter at Hell in a Cell was a mistake. They're two major stars, but there was no reason for this to end the evening when something with the women could have easily filled that spot. That would have made more sense considering SmackDown Live was the go-home show for Evolution.
· Naomi and Asuka vs. Sonya Deville and Mandy Rose: This went from being a singles match with Naomi and Deville to a tag team match to one giant brawl between all the women of SmackDown. In case you couldn't tell, this was the blue brand's attempt to get fans pumped up for the Battle Royal at Evolution, but similar to Raw, they were unsuccessful. WWE could have done something much more meaningful with the women.
· Evolution hype: While I basically already shared my thoughts on this in the previous paragraphs, I wanted to elaborate on it a bit further. WWE originally announced the Evolution pay-per-view back in July. Three months is more than enough time for the company to deliver a strong buildup to the show, yet the card feels like it's lacking to me on paper. There are a few matches that have the potential to steal the show, but Evolution came across like an afterthought on this week's editions of Raw and SmackDown. Additionally, the ladies didn't close out either show, so clearly the powers that be do not see this event as an important priority. Rather, it's merely damage control because the women won't be in action next Friday at Crown Jewel in Saudi Arabia.
