Week of October 31, 2015

Match of the Week: The Undertaker vs. Brock Lesnar - WWE Hell in a Cell, October 25
Can you believe that this match took place almost exactly five years removed from when The Undertaker and Brock Lesnar encountered each other at that UFC event back in 2010? This was the match I was hoping to see from them all those years ago and I couldn't be happier that it finally came to fruition. Although the WrestleMania 30 match was complete crap, the rematch at SummerSlam this year was a vast improvement and their latest face-off inside Hell in a Cell was their best bout of the series by far. Fans didn't set their expectations too high knowing it wasn't going to be the same Cell match they had in 2002, but I'd be damned if it didn't come close. I'm not one of those people that will tell you that blood needs to be in every match, but when done sparingly (whether it's a work or a shoot), it's effective as seen in this match. Not only was the in-ring action excellent, but they told a stellar story that mirrored some of their previous outings, specifically the low blow from Lesnar that ultimately put 'Taker away. It's safe to say this was the best Cell match we've had in close to a decade.
Superstar of the Week: Roman Reigns

Love him or hate him, there's no denying that Roman Reigns had a breakout week these past seven days. Yes, he already was an established star, but for the first time since WrestleMania, he finally got some momentum going for himself, and I'd like to think that was done by design. If so, bravo, WWE! I'm glad they didn't immediately put him back in the title picture after 'Mania (with the exception of Payback) and now his title chase means so much more, and the crowd's behind him! He and Bray Wyatt had a great Hell in a Cell match on Sunday which he won and the next night on Raw, he won two matches in the same night to cement himself as the new No. 1 contender to the WWE World Heavyweight Championship. Let's also not forget his count-out win over Kevin Owens on SmackDown.
Show of the Week: WWE Hell in a Cell, October 25

We've had a few good episodes of Raw here and there since SummerSlam, but by and large the product has been relatively stale. You can attribute that to draining feuds and non-compelling television, but after this week, it appears WWE might be on the verge of getting out of said slump at long last. Raw was one of the stronger shows in recent memory given that it was very wrestling-heavy, NXT was enjoyable as always, and even SmackDown was half-decent on Thursday night. However, it all started with Sunday's Hell in a Cell pay-per-view. Granted, not everything on the card was perfect (the Intercontinental and WWE World Heavyweight Championship matches were both clunkers), but all things considered, it was a very good show. Alberto Del Rio's surprising return and subsequent United States Championship win kicked off the night on a hot note, and from there, we witnessed two great Hell in a Cell matches from Roman Reigns, Bray Wyatt, The Undertaker and Brock Lesnar. I'm already excited for Survivor Series and we're still three weeks away!
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Roman Reigns vs. Bray Wyatt: Before I begin discussing the actual match, let's give credit where credit is due: these two have had a hell of a feud in recent months. It won't go down as one of the greatest of all-time and the end result was never in doubt, but the trading of victories on pay-per-view in addition to the somewhat consistent story they've told has been told. They topped it off with a much better than expected Hell in a Cell match. While they've never had amazing in-ring chemistry, they went all out in this bout by executing a handful of sweet spots and I was glad there was no interference from The Wyatt Family as I initially feared.

· Alberto Del Rio: He's baaaaack! I couldn't have been more shocked to see him introduced as John Cena's opponent at Hell in a Cell, not to mention beating him clean for the United States Championship. I could have sworn he was on still bad terms with the company, but as the old adage goes in wrestling, never say never. He followed up his huge victory on Sunday night with a very nice win over Neville on Raw, a good showing in the Fatal 4-Way main event, and a decisive victory against R-Truth on SmackDown.

· Roman Reigns vs. Kevin Owens vs. Alberto Del Rio vs. Dolph Ziggler: What I loved most about Raw this week was how wrestling-heavy it was. That's not to say every Raw needs to be dominated by wrestling in order to be good (though it wouldn't hurt), but the wrestling on Raw made sense and was meaningful. The winners from Hell in a Cell faced off for a chance to contend for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship. It was so simple yet so effective. It gave us a fantastic Fatal 4-Way in what I considered one of the best Raw main events we've seen in some time.

· Samoa Joe vs. Tyler Breeze: Breeze has been called up to the main roster since this match was taped a few weeks ago, so Breeze losing was never in question, but it was a quality main event for NXT that featured a fun final few minutes. They worked so well together that I'm disappointed it's the apparent end of the feud, but I assume it was merely a placeholder before Joe re-enters the NXT Championship picture.

· Jason Jordan and Chad Gable vs. Tomasso Ciampa and Johnny Gargano: What a tremendous match. I've been a fan of the Jordan and Gable duo since they first joined forces a few months ago and they've only won me over more as of late. Not only are they exceptional wrestlers, but they know how to entertain the audience as well, specifically Gable. This isn't too bold of a statement because many people have said the same, but he is this generation's Kurt Angle without a doubt. He has so much potential as a singles star let alone in this team with Jordan who has improved leaps and bounds in his own right. This match was nothing but a blast and a sign that they're destined for greatness if they keep along the path they're currently on.

This Week's Low Points
· Seth Rollins vs. Kane: I gave this feud the benefit of the doubt going into Hell in a Cell because I assumed that while the build was boring, the match would be decent enough to make up for it. Sadly, that was far from the case. Kane has to be carried to a competent match in 2015 and the fact that not even Rollins could pull that off speaks volumes. The crowd sat on their hands the entire time and I couldn't blame them because there was zero unpredictability surrounding the finish and no one cared about Corporate Kane getting fired. Throw in a few sloppy spots (the announce table not breaking was embarrassing) and you have yourself the worst PPV title match of 2015.

· The New Day vs. The Dudley Boyz: I hate having to put the WWE Tag Team Championship match in the "Low Points" column for the second consecutive month, but it's not a reflection of the match quality. Rather, I felt this should have been the time to put the twin titles on The Dudley Boyz. They could always hold off until TLC or even WrestleMania 32 in the spring, but with Xavier Woods gone from ringside, it would have been logical to have them go over here. The New Day look strong, but the loss didn't do anything for The Dudley Boyz.

· Kevin Owens vs. Ryback: I thought these two had a pretty passable match at Night of Champions last month, but this bout was fairly disappointing. I wasn't expecting a barn-burner or anything along those lines, but it fell flat for the audience and for this viewer. They simply don't have good in-ring chemistry, but thankfully, the feud is over and Owens can move on to opponents that he can have great matches with. Ryback is capable of having average matches, but for whatever reason, he and Owens didn't click as well as I expected them to when the feud first started.

· Team PCB vs. Team Bella: Paige's second (or is it the third?) heel turn on Monday night gets a thumbs up from me because it means she'll stop pretending to be an ally of Charlotte and Becky Lynch, but the match hardly did anything for me. WWE has to know that these faction wars aren't working and giving us the same matches each week grew tiresome months ago. The lack of Sasha Banks on Raw was also inexcusable.

· Paige vs. Natalya: It may seem like I'm being too hard on this match when I just said in the previous paragraph that I'm done with the six-woman tag team matches and this wasn't one, but where was the story? They've been feuding on-and-off for the past month, yet they blew it off in a random four minute match on SmackDown. Any longtime viewers of NXT would know that these two could contest a classic with an ample amount of time and a story to work with. On the bright side, Natalya has a ready-made feud with Team B.A.D. coming off their attack on her, but I have my fingers crossed that it will lead to Team B.A.D. splitting up sooner rather than later as well so Sasha Banks can shine on her own.

