Week of October 31, 2020

Match of the Week:
Bayley vs. Sasha Banks (WWE Hell in a Cell, October 25)
The Universal Championship and SmackDown Women's Championship Hell in a Cell matches from last Sunday were neck-and-neck for me as far as which one was superior. Ultimately, I have to give the slight edge to Bayley vs. Sasha Banks, as they've been waiting to have that barn burner of a bout since their NXT days and they more than delivered. I appreciated that they made full use of the structure and put each other through absolute hell (no pun intended). While I still feel like their first major match together shouldn't have been inside Hell in a Cell, this was a fantastic piece of business. My only regret is that it didn't headline the Hell in a Cell event. 

Superstar of the Week:
Pete Dunne
Pete Dunne recently returned to NXT UK to team with Ilja Dragunov, so I figured that's where he'd be for the foreseeable future with travel restrictions still in place. Thus, you can only imagine how surprised I was to see him pop up at Halloween Havoc, his first NXT appearance in almost eight months. Not only that, but he also made an immediate impact in his comeback to the black-and-gold brand. After teasing an alliance with Kyle O'Reilly to rival Pat McAfee, Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch, he blindsided O'Reilly with a chair shot to the back. Heel Dunne is the best Dunne, so this should be a lot of fun.
Show of the Week:
WWE NXT Halloween Havoc, October 28
It had been nearly two decades since the last Halloween Havoc was held by WCW before it was brought back by NXT on Wednesday night. I have no idea why it took so long, especially since it was such a strong show. Seriously, it was one of my favorite wrestling events of any company all year. There was little to no filler and everything was entertaining. Highlighting the night were the two title matches that opened and closed the episode. Johnny Gargano captured the NXT North American Championship, Pete Dunne returned, and the Haunted House of Terror match was a blast. I'm already anxiously anticipating next year's installment.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Roman Reigns vs. Jey Uso: Reigns and Uso are telling the best story in WWE today and I'm still waiting for someone to convince me otherwise. You can't because it's the truth. Somehow, they managed to top themselves from Clash of Champions with their Hell in a Cell match on Sunday night. Of course, the outcome was never in doubt, but that hardly bothered me because the emotion behind everything they did was exceptional. This was a storytelling masterpiece.
· AJ Styles vs. Jeff Hardy: These two have had some solid matches since the summer and thus I wasn't surprised in the slightest that they had yet another quality content when they went one-on-one on Monday's Raw. This time, it was to determine who will be a part of Team Raw at Survivor Series. I realize it's difficult to care about the brand supremacy stuff, but at least the qualifying matches are usually enjoyable and this was no exception in my opinion.
· Moment of Bliss: In what has become a weekly pattern, there wasn't a lot I liked from Monday's Raw outside of a few key matches and segments, this being one of them. It was a chaotic close to Raw as "The Fiend" Bray Wyatt, Drew McIntyre and Randy Orton all crossed paths, planting the seeds for what I have to assume will be a Triple Threat match for the WWE Championship at TLC. By the way, the Alexa Bliss and Fiend partnership so far has been terrific.
· Matt Riddle vs. Sheamus: Both Riddle and Sheamus needed wins after losing in their Raw debuts the week prior, but this was such a great match that I don't think Riddle lost anything in defeat. They beat the holy hell out of each other and had a super physical match. Sheamus is a nice addition to Team Raw at Survivor Series. On a side note, WWE changing Matt Riddle's name to just Riddle later in the week was incredibly dumb and served no purpose.
· Jey Uso vs. Daniel Bryan: I'm not going to lie, I figured Hell in a Cell was it for Uso, at least as far as him being positioned as anyone special on the card. Despite that, he faced Bryan in the main event of Friday's SmackDown and came out on top in clean fashion. That was definitely shocking, but not as shocking as his heel turn afterward when he brutalized Bryan. As I've said for years, Reigns joining forces with The Usos is money, so I'm stoked it's finally happening.
· Damian Priest vs. Johnny Gargano: He didn't have a lengthy reign as NXT North American Champion, but Priest was the perfect fit for that role with the momentum he's had as a badass babyface. That said, I have no issue with Gargano taking the title from him at Halloween Havoc because he needed a notable victory eventually. This was a super fun Devil's Playground (a.k.a. Falls Count Anywhere) match and I loved that they took their fight all around the spooky set.
· Io Shirai vs. Candice LeRae: Similar to Priest vs. Gargano, this was an excellent title match from Halloween Havoc. Their stipulation was even crazier as it was basically a Tables, Ladders and Chairs match, which would have been the first in NXT's history. Both women endured a tremendous amount of punishment, but LeRae in particular was pretty banged up after some of the spots she went through. Shirai's dominant reign as NXT Women's Champion continues.
· Dexter Lumis vs. Cameron Grimes: I doubt anyone knew what exactly to expect from this Haunted House of Terror match, but it wound up being a guilty pleasure of mine. No one else would have worked as well in this environment as Lumis and Grimes and it was cool how it took place over the course of the show. I have to give both guys a ton of credit, as they've completely won me over as characters compared to where they were a year ago on NXT.
This Week's Low Points
· Drew McIntyre vs. Randy Orton: While this was a definite improvement over the last two Hell in a Cell main events (which both ended in a no contest), I didn't find this to be a very exciting match at all. I feel like I'm in the minority there, but it paled in comparison to the other two Hell in a Cell matches on the show and dragged for the most part. If WWE was going to put the title on Orton, they should have done it at SummerSlam when he was at his hottest.
· Otis vs. The Miz: I don't ordinarily advocate for the Money in the Bank contract changing hands like it's a championship, but Otis had no business being Mr. Money in the Bank and thus I was fine with Miz beating him for it. This is in the "Low Points" column because the bout was forgettable and because Tucker turning on Otis was stupid. Yes, I realize they're now on separate shows, but they should have never been broken up in the recent Draft.
· Bobby Lashley vs. Slapjack: This match was added to the Hell in a Cell card at the last minute and I couldn't fathom why aside from killing time. Slapjack is obviously the weakest member of RETRIBUTION, so while it was an easy win for the United States Champion, it was difficult for fans to care. In fact, how anyone could possibly care about the faction itself is beyond me. RETRIBUTION has been severely damaged since the start and this didn't help matters.
· R-Truth vs. Drew Gulak: I'm aware this took place on the Hell in a Cell Kickoff show, but it was a complete joke and served as a reminder for how the 24/7 Championship is a pointless prop that should be done away with. It really should be renamed the R-Truth Championship because of how many times he's won it. It was even more sad to see what Gulak has been reduced to following a strong start to the year in his storyline with Daniel Bryan.
· Lince Dorado and Gran Metalik vs. Drew Gulak and Akira Tozawa: You can copy everything I said about Truth vs. Gulak from Hell in a Cell and paste it in this paragraph. I mean, I have no idea who this was supposed to appeal to or what it was intended to accomplish. Dorado and Metalik would have been better off staying on SmackDown, where they were gradually building momentum and teasing a feud with Kalisto. On Raw, they're stuck in 24/7 Championship purgatory.
· The Hurt Business vs. RETRIBUTION: As if it wasn't bad enough that RETRIBUTION were beaten clean by The Hurt Business last week, WWE booked a rematch on Raw this week and it ended in similar fashion. It had an elimination stipulation this time, but that didn't change how weak the group looked. Can we just chalk up RETRIBUTION to being a lost cause and move on? The Hurt Business should set their sights on something else because they have nothing left to prove here.
· Lana vs. Lacey Evans vs. Nikki Cross vs. Peyton Royce: I understand Nia Jax and Shayna Baszler being named for Raw's women's team at Survivor Series outright, but Mandy Rose and Dana Brooke automatically earning spots lacked logic as they've done nothing to deserve it. The subsequent Fatal 4-Way wasn't very good and Lana was easily the worst choice of the bunch to qualify. Nia Jax constantly putting her through tables doesn't make her a sympathetic babyface.
· Murphy and Aalyah Mysterio kiss: The most unbearable storyline in WWE isn't over yet. It ran its course months ago and gets worse by the week. If there was an endgame, I'd almost understand it, but there's not. Therefore, these segments are nothing more than a waste of television time. It reached a new low this week when Murphy and the 19-year-old Aalyah locked lips. I was hoping WWE wouldn't go down this route, but they did anyway and I hate it.
