Week of October 3, 2015
Match of the Week: Roman Reigns vs. Bray Wyatt - Raw, September 28
As you could probably tell, it was another one of those weeks where not many matches stood out as being truly "great." By default, Roman Reings vs. Bray Wyatt takes the award, but merely because I appreciated how WWE went with two fresh faces in the main event for once. Blame the ratings on whatever you want, but I surely hope this week's record-low rating isn't blamed on Wyatt and Reigns, scaring them from ever trying something new again. The feud Wyatt and Reigns have had in recent months has been catching fire and this was a nice way of spotlighting the two talents. It wasn't the most exciting encounter early on, but the final few minutes were fun and I appreciated how Reigns and Wyatt were protected with the non-finish. Moreover, the post-match brawl was probably the best thing on the entire episode. The crowd was hot as they took the fight to each other and Reigns spearing Wyatt through the table closed the show on a high note. With a Hell in a Cell match between them looming large, I look forward to seeing what they can accomplish in the cell. 

Superstar of the Week: Kane
Much like The Undertaker and Sting in recent months, this marks the first time I've ever had Kane as my Superstar of the Week, which shouldn't come as much of a surprise. I mean, outside of his Team Hell No run in 2012-2013, has he done much of note in the past five years or so? He's been irrelevant more often than not, but you have to give credit where credit is due: whenever he dons the mask, fans start caring about his character again. That was especially evident this past week in his showings on Raw and SmackDown. On Monday night, he fooled "Ashley from HR" into thinking he and Demon Kane were two separate people before disposing of Seth Rollins. He took out his adversary in similar fashion days later on SmackDown when he emerged victorious over Rollins and The New Day in six-man tag team action. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, September 30
I wouldn't go so far as to say that Raw was a bad show this week, but next to nothing that was featured sparked my interest. As noted above, the biggest highlight on the show was the brawl between Roman Reigns and Bray Wyatt. Everything else felt like filler, so hopefully that changes following Saturday's special at Madison Square Garden. SmackDown was a bit more bearable, but not by much, whereas Wednesday's edition of NXT held my interest more than either of the main shows did this week. Although NXT TakeOver: Respect hasn't received as much build as past specials, the card is shaping up to be something special, and I'm fairly confident it will continue the strong streak of extremely entertaining live specials for the NXT brand. The Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic match to kick off the show was fun and it was cool to see Tommaso Ciampa and Johnny Gargano in singles action. The women's tag team match could have been better, but the video package promoting the pending Iron Woman match was nothing short of sensational. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins and Kane: This Rollins-Kane feud may not be for everyone and I can definitely understand the criticism that it's too boring or Kane doesn't deserve to be in the main event in 2015, but I've enjoyed it so far. The mind games Kane has been playing with Rollins have been fun, including Kane's seemingly split personality. I will say, however, that WWE shouldn't be devoting as much TV time to their segments as they are. They tend to grow tiresome after a while, especially when it's just them babbling back and forth on the microphone. They're at their best when it's Kane in total destruction mode and Rollins is escaping the punishment by the skin of his teeth.
· John Cena and The Dudley Boyz vs. The New Day: This wasn't the most stellar six-man tag team match I've ever seen, but it was a decent way of furthering the feud between The Dudley Boyz and The New Day. Some questioned the decision to put the champs over the challengers only days before the title match, but I thought it was a refreshing change of pace for New Day, who usually find themselves on the losing end of the equation more often than not. Now the question turns to what's next for Cena starting next Monday on Raw.
· Ryback vs. Kevin Owens: The way WWE has handled this feud thus far has been strange (see: Kevin Owens vs. Rusev in the "Low Points" column), but at least the matches between Owens and Ryback have been solid. They contested another quality contest on Thursday's SmackDown and the count out finish was logical in setting up a rematch for the Hell in a Cell pay-per-view. Plus, Ryback was able to give Owens his comeuppance in the form of a Shell Shocked following the bout, so it was well-booked all around. My only gripe with it was that WWE didn't bother to advertise it at all for SmackDown.
· Finn Balor and Samoa Joe vs. Enzo Amore and Colin Cassady: I was surprised by how easily and decisively Balor and Joe put away Amore and Cassady, but I suppose that was to be expected given the immense star power of Balor and Joe. It was fun while it lasted and it's cool to see Joe and Balor go so far in the tournament as a team, but you can expect that this will lead to them feuding over the NXT Championship before long.
· Apollo Crews vs. Johnny Gargano: I was sold on Crews the moment he made his NXT debut at TakeOver in Brooklyn, but he's only impressed me the more I've seen of him in recent weeks. This was easily his best bout to date and I liked how he stepped up his level of competition to Gargano, who scored more offense against Crews than I would have thought. I look forward to Crews' upcoming match against Tyler Breeze, but on a side note, I'm really hoping WWE signs Gargano. He showcased his natural in-ring abilities in this match as well as his connection with the crowd, so he'd be a great get for the NXT brand, especially with all the other talent there at the moment.
This Week's Low Points
· Team Bella vs. Team PCB: The 'Miz TV' segment with the women wasn't nearly as bad as it was the night after SummerSlam, but the match that took place afterward was awful. I've spoken my peace on the pointless faction wars in the Divas division in the past, but Paige, despite berating her former friends before the bout, teamed with them anyway against Team Bella and then walked out. That just might have been the dumbest thing I've seen from WWE in a long while, and that's saying something. Any momentum Paige scored from her overdue heel turn last week instantly went to waste after this debacle.
· King Barrett returns: I'm a huge fan of Barrett. I really am. You may not know that based off how much I crap on his character here in the "Low Points" column every week, but it's more of a reflection of WWE's atrocious booking of him than it is of his talent. I had my fingers crossed that he'd drop the silly king shtick upon his return, but as soon as he declared, "All hail King Barrett" on this week's Raw, I stopped caring. He won't get anywhere until WWE makes a real effort in repackaging him. Hey, why not just call him Wade again?
· Kevin Owens vs. Rusev: On the bright side, we didn't get a horrendous talking segment with Dolph Ziggler, Rusev and/or Summer Rae, but that's where the praise ends. Following their heated exchange on SmackDown and history from a few months ago, this match (or lack of match) was rather disappointing. I guess that was the intent given they're both heels, but it would make no sense to have them team up again against Ziggler and Ryback after Owens walked out on Rusev the first time. Furthermore, this didn't make me care about either feud more than I did before.
· Paul Heyman and Big Show: It pains me to put Heyman in the "Low Points" column, but this wasn't a major offense. It just wasn't what it could have been. I liked how they acknowledged the extensive history between Brock Lesnar and Big Show from over a decade ago, but I had to laugh when they showed footage of their Survivor Series 2002 match yet not the part where Heyman cost Lesnar the match. Typical WWE.
· Dana Brooke and Emma vs. Peyton Royce and Billie Kay: On a pretty solid edition of NXT this week, this match stuck out like a sore thumb. And strangely enough, it wasn't Brooke's performance that bothered me. Royce and Kay are expected to be green considering they're fairly new to the WWE system, but there were a few sloppy spots in this match that didn't gel well with the rest of the bout. They should have spent more time in the ring with Emma, who is far more experienced than Brooke and could make the two newcomers looks ten times better. They have plenty of potential, but working with fellow rookies on the rise won't help their improvement. Hopefully that will be the case with Brooke when she faces Askua next week.
