Week of October 3, 2020

Match of the Week:
Roman Reigns vs. Jey Uso (Clash of Champions, September 27)
Both the opening and closing matches at Clash of Champions were stellar, but I have to give the slight edge to Roman Reigns vs. Jey Uso in the main event. Had you told me six months ago that these two would steal the show on pay-per-view, I would have called you crazy. However, they've had the best story in all of WWE for the past month and that continued at Clash of Champions when they fought for the Universal Championship. It was entertaining from an in-ring standpoint with Jey coming close to clinching the victory on a few occasions, but the storytelling was where they really excelled. Jimmy Uso having to throw in the towel for Jey made for a fantastic finish.
Superstar of the Week:
Kyle O'Reilly
I came close to giving this award to Sami Zayn for his two huge wins this week at Clash of Champions and on SmackDown respectively, but I'd remiss to go with anyone but Kyle O'Reilly as my "Superstar of the Week". He came across so great in that sit-down interview with Finn Balor and Shawn Michaels and immediately made me buy into him as an NXT Championship contender for the first time since his NXT arrival three years ago. O'Reilly's always been likable in Undisputed Era, but he's taken his recent opportunity to shine as a singles wrestler and has more than made the most of it.
Show of the Week:
WWE Clash of Champions, September 27
The fallout from Clash of Champions wasn't the greatest, which is why I have to go with the pay-per-view itself as the "Show of the Week". For an event I honestly couldn't have cared less about going in (or at least anything from the Raw brand), it ultimately exceeded my expectations, if only by a bit. As noted, the Universal Championship and Intercontinental Championship matches were phenomenal, but the middle of the card was solid, too. Although some questionable booking decisions were made, there wasn't a poorly-wrestled match on the whole card. Clash of Champions was no SummerSlam, but it was thumbs-up effort on the whole.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Jeff Hardy vs. Sami Zayn vs. AJ Styles: I knew this had the potential to be an awesome Ladder match based on who was involved, but I didn't expect it to be as good or as wild as it was. Holy hell, this was a war. These guys put their bodies through absolute hell and it paid off in a big way. I can see an argument being made for some of these spots being reckless, but everyone appeared to walk away from it okay. Zayn winning was a pleasant surprise, too.
· Drew McIntyre vs. Randy Orton: I hesitate to put this in the "Highlights" column because of how it dragged at several points and I didn't love the abundance of interference, but it was a pretty good Ambulance match on the whole. Plus, it made perfect sense for those people to interfere the way they did considering what Orton has done to them over the last few months. The best part about this is that it ended with McIntyre retaining the WWE Championship.
· Drew McIntyre vs. Robert Roode: It's been rumored in recent weeks that Roode has been ready to return to Raw after being stuck in Canada due to the pandemic and I'm happy it finally happened. Better yet, it was a WWE Championship main event on Raw against McIntyre. Even without a crowd, this was still on par with their NXT Championship clash at TakeOver: Brooklyn III in August 2017. Roode was never going to win, but I was glad he had a strong showing in defeat.
· Mustafa Ali, Apollo Crews and Ricochet vs. The Hurt Business: It's about damn time Ali was brought back to Raw. This was a fun six-man tag match and it was nice that he scored the win for his team, but the problem is that he did the exact same thing when he originally resurfaced following a lengthy hiatus in July before being relegated to Main Event for the next two months. Time will tell as to whether this is going to be any different or if this was the start of something new.
· Sami Zayn vs. Jeff Hardy: The fact WWE got this Intercontinental Championship rematch out of the way so soon instead of keeping Hardy in chase mode for a little longer tells me there are plans in place to move him to Raw in the upcoming WWE Draft. Either way, this was a terrific main event for SmackDown. Zayn has been killing it since returning and I'm looking forward to him getting a real run with the title this time around. He's already off to a spectacular start.
· Adam Cole vs. Austin Theory: Another week, another loss for Theory. Thankfully, he continues to have standout performances and hold his own against everyone he steps in the ring with, including the longest-reigning NXT Champion of all-time Adam Cole. Speaking of whom, was everything he said about Kyle O'Reilly beforehand supposed to be a swerve and he'll actually turn on him at TakeOver 31? I hope not, as I feel an Undisputed Era breakup would be the wrong move.
· Damian Priest and Io Shirai vs. Johnny Gargano and Candice LeRae: Fans are aware how well the married couple of Gargano and LeRae work together in tag team action, but this marked the first time Priest and Shirai have ever teamed up and they made for the perfect pairing. This was an excellent match with everyone emerging from it looking terrific. Gargano and LeRae winning was smart as they needed the momentum boost ahead of their respective TakeOver title matches.
This Week's Low Points
· The Street Profits vs. Andrade and Angel Garza: While this wasn't a bad match, there was no need for it to happen. As I've mentioned before, Andrade and Garza have lost to Street Profits every time they've faced off and this was no exception, so why not put a fresh team in there with Street Profits instead? Worse yet, the finish was botched because Garza suffered a legitimate injury. I'm confused as to why the referee couldn't let the wrestlers know what the hell was going on.
· Bayley vs. Asuka: Much like Street Profits vs. Andrade and Garza, this was another match that served zero purpose aside from getting the SmackDown Women's Championship defended on Clash of Champions. We found out earlier in the evening that Nikki Cross couldn't compete, which didn't bother me because we've seen that bout a bunch. However, Asuka was the wrong choice to replace Cross. Sasha Banks should have attacked Bayley from the get-go.
· The King's Court with the Mysterio family: I fail to see how this was any different than the segment we got with the Mysterio family and Seth Rollins last week. Yes, it moved the storyline forward, but that's exactly what the problem was. This feud should have ended over a month ago and now it's simply overstaying its welcome. Murphy sympathizing with and seemingly hitting on Rey Mysterio's daughter Aaliyah is an odd choice and doesn't intrigue me in the slightest.
· Mandy Rose and Dana Brooke vs. Natalya and Lana: As a match, this was perfectly fine, but this is in the "Low Points" column because of the ridiculous idea to put Rose in another tag team with someone she has less chemistry with than Sonya Deville. Rose was riding high following her huge victory over Deville at SummerSlam, so switching her over to Raw and putting her in the women's tag team division was a dumb idea. It harms her momentum more than it helps than it.
· R-Truth vs. Akira Tozawa vs. Drew Gulak: How anyone could possibly give a crap about the 24/7 Championship at this point is beyond me. It's bad enough that it's been traded between Truth and Tozawa for weeks now, but I hate that Gulak is now apparently in the mix. He was doing excellent work with Daniel Bryan and others earlier this year, so to squander that by having him chase the pointless 24/7 title is a massive downgrade and doesn't bode well for his immediate future.
· Sheamus vs. Shorty G: Even though Sheamus already defeated Shorty G a handful of times this year, apparently WWE felt it was necessary to remind viewers one more time on SmackDown that Sheamus was superior to Shorty G. I may have been okay with it had the former Chad Gable scored some offense, but instead, he was decisively squashed. If I were him, I'd be counting down the days until my contract expired and looking at other opportunities elsewhere.
· Otis vs. John Morrison: Speaking of squashes, this one surprised me a little bit more but was equally disappointing. I realize that Otis is who they're pushing right now (despite that Money in the Bank contract feeling utterly wasted at the moment), but Morrison is a top talent in his own right and shouldn't have been given the enhancement treatment. I'm sure this isn't what he had in mind for his grand return when he re-signed with WWE at the onset of the year.
