Week of October 6, 2018
Match of the Week: Johnny Gargano vs. Tony Nese - NXT, October 3
If there was any question as to whether Johnny Gargano was losing his touch following recent losses to Tommaso Ciampa and Velveteen Dream, you must watch this week's edition of NXT where he did battle with 205 Live star Tony Nese. On paper, it didn't appear to be much more than a warm-up for Johnny Wrestling. Instead, it turned into a tremendous one-on-one affair with Nese giving Gargano everything he had and then some. It was an extremely exciting outing that served as a reminder as to just how insanely talented both of these guys are.
Superstar of the Week: Ronda Rousey
There weren't too many Superstars who stood out to me in a major way this past week, so I figured I would take this opportunity to spotlight the one individual who continues to feel more special than a majority of the roster: Ronda Rousey. She has been dominating the Raw women's ranks for months and was in action once again on Monday night, this time against Ruby Riott. Although the leader of The Riott Squad gave her a hell of a fight, it was Rousey who prevailed and built momentum ahead of Super Show-Down this coming Saturday.
Show of the Week: WWE 205 Live, October 3
The primary goal of Raw and SmackDown Live this past week was to sell me on this weekend's Super Show-Down event. Unfortunately, both shows failed to do so. The show has the potential to be fun, but I'm not expecting anything too grand given how forgettable Greatest Royal Rumble ended up being. That said, 205 Live had another stellar showing on Tuesday night. In addition to hyping up the Cruiserweight Championship clash for Super Show-Down, TJP faced off against Kalisto while Akira Tozawa battled Gentleman Jack Gallagher. Both bouts were a blast.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The Undertaker, Kane, Triple H and Shawn Michaels: It's no secret that Raw has been in a pretty deplorable state for months now, but what's worse is that the biggest highlight on the show almost every single week involves the aforementioned four legends. Don't get me wrong, I have thoroughly enjoyed everything WWE has done to make Undertaker vs. Triple H at Super Show-Down feel special, but it speaks volumes about the rest of the roster and how little everyone else means. Nevertheless, the ending to Raw on Monday night was an excellent hook for Saturday's special event.
· Roman Reigns vs. Dolph Ziggler: Granted, the outcome was never once in doubt, but I really liked this match. Ziggler bumped like a madman and Reigns had a strong showing as well. At a time when there isn't much to look forward to on Raw nowadays, I appreciate quality matches such as this one, even when there isn't anything at stake. Speaking of which, it was pretty stupid of Baron Corbin to declare that Reigns would be "punished" by not having to defend his Universal Championship until WWE Crown Jewel.
· Seth Rollins vs. Drew McIntyre: The stuff with The Shield essentially dominated Raw this week and this was another entertaining encounter between Rollins and McIntyre. You would think I'd be sick of seeing them against each other by this point since Rollins has been feuding with him and Ziggler for months now, but their in-ring chemistry is strong enough where I don't mind their matches one bit. McIntyre picking up the win should hopefully put him in contention for the Intercontinental Championship at some point, a title that has been on the back-burner recently.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Shelton Benjamin: It's frustrating that Benjamin largely has not been featured on WWE TV since the Super Shake-up, which is a waste of his talent. On the bright side, he and Bryan contested a fun little outing on Tuesday's SmackDown Live and made the most of the time they had. Benjamin's victory certainly surprised me and I hope it leads to more television time for him in the future.
· Kalisto vs. TJP: I didn't expect TJP's match versus Lince Dorado to be much more than a one-sided showcase for TJP, but it ended up kicking off an entire feud between TJP and the Lucha House Party. After knocking off Dorado two weeks ago, TJP set his sights on Kalisto on this week's episode in what was an even better bout. TJP playing the part of the quintessential bully by attempting to take off Kalisto's mask was perfect while the underdog Kalisto fought valiantly from underneath. Not only was the story solid, the in-ring action was above-average as well. Despite Kalisto managing to walk away the winner, this feud doesn't appear to be over considering TJP proceeded to steal Kalisto's mask afterward and run off with it. The angle was so simple yet so effective.
This Week's Low Points
· Bobby Roode vs. Konnor: It's extremely depressing when you realize how far Roode has fallen since arriving on Raw. It was a dumb idea to bring him up from NXT as a babyface to begin with, but now he has reached an all-time low by losing to Konnor of all people. Yes, Konnor is the same guy who I believe had never before won a singles match on the main roster before beating Chad Gable last week. Gable is another individual who deserves so much better at the moment. It looks like Gable and Roode are set to feud in the not-so-distant future, but I won't blame anyone for not caring considering they've both been established as losers.
· The B-Team vs. The Revival: The Revival are coming off a stellar performance versus Dolph Ziggler and Drew McIntyre on last week's Raw. There were rumors that Vince McMahon was apparently impressed by what he saw from them, giving me a sliver of hope that they would be utilized in a more meaningful manner going forward. One week later, they were back to their losing ways when they were defeated by The B-Team. Immediately afterward, AOP completely decimated B-Team, rendering their win irrelevant.
· Bayley vs. Alicia Fox: I'd be wrong to call this match pointless because it did serve a purpose (to hype Mixed Match Challenge the next night). Unfortunately, that purpose meant much of nothing. I don't think anything is up for grabs in this season of the Mixed Match Challenge, so why bother getting invested in any of these matches designed to promote the show? Worse yet, Bayley and Finn Balor are directionless at the moment and have shown no signs of getting back on track any time soon. I'm stunned Fox still has a job with WWE because this matchup exposed how awful she is.
· Asuka vs. Peyton Royce: Another week, another opportunity for The IIconics to lose. I hate to sound like a broken record, but their main roster run has been a total flop so far. I enjoy their charisma, but the material they're being given to work with in their promos is atrocious. Meanwhile, I'm happy Asuka is back to winning with ease in a matter of minutes, but this tag team feud isn't doing anything to benefit her in the slightest.
· The New Day and The Bar: I'm a firm believer New Day are a good fit as SmackDown Tag Team Champions right now because how over with the audience they are, but they're quickly proving me wrong with stupid segments such as this one. Their obsession with pancakes didn't make sense in the first place, but now it's just terrible television and it's difficult to take them seriously as a result. To their credit, The Bar did what they could to bring this to a bearable level, but to no avail. It doesn't help that their championship clash at Super Show-Down feels predictable because New Day are only really just getting started as champsand there are more teams for them to face. If nothing else, it should be a banger if their last few encounters have been any indication.
