Week of October 8, 2016
Match of the Week: Charlotte vs. Sasha Banks - Raw, October 3
Shortly following the birth of the "Divas Revolution" (if you could really call it that) in the summer of 2015, I went on record in saying that it was only inevitable before the women headlined an episode of Raw. And I knew that if any two women were capable of doing that, it was Charlotte and Sasha Banks. They had one of the most storied feuds in the history of NXT, and they were bound to rekindle that rivalry on the main roster eventually. The two have been trading victories all year long, and when it was announced that they would face off yet again on this week's Raw, I had zero doubt in my mind that it deserved to be the main event. Thankfully, WWE went with it as the last match of the night and the crowd reacted accordingly. It was nothing short of a spectacle with both women putting forth an incredible effort, capped off by Banks' huge title win. 

Superstar of the Week: Sasha Banks
I would be remiss to name anyone else the "Superstar of the Week" than Sasha Banks. Her 2016 has been far from perfect, as she has had countless shots at the Raw Women's Championship since WrestleMania 32 and has lost more often than not. Although she had her career-defining moment on the first episode of Raw in the "New Era," it wasn't long before her Cinderella story came to an abrupt end at the hands of Charlotte at SummerSlam. She scratched and clawed her way back to title contention, and with an amazing outing against the Flair family scion in the main event of this week's Raw, she is now the new Raw Women's Champion for the second time in her career! The Boss definitely deserved that moment, but now the question becomes whether her latest reign with the strap will be as short as her first. 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, October 4
Truth be told, Raw was significantly better this week than it has been in a while. There was less filler than usual, a handful of entertaining matchups, and of course a history-making main event for the Raw Women's Championship. That said, SmackDown Live was still able to edge out the victory yet again in the battle of the brands and take home the "Show of the Week" award. The blue brand is simply firing on all cylinders at the moment, and the go-home show for No Mercy this coming Sunday did an excellent job of getting me excited for the event more than I already was. From a tremendous three-way face-off in the closing segment to yet another exceptional encounter between The Miz and Dolph Ziggler, it's hard to go wrong with SmackDown these days, and with what's on tap for No Mercy, I look forward to what should be a great show. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Kevin Owens and Chris Jericho vs. The New Day: For whatever reason, Jeri-KO's match with Enzo Amore and Big Cass didn't do much for me, but this was significantly more entertaining, especially the segment that set it up. Maybe because it wasn't the main event? Either way, the two tandems worked well together and I would have liked to see a feud between them for the Raw Tag Team Championship if Jericho and Owens weren't already busy in the WWE Universal Championship picture. Above all else, Ashton Kutcher and Danny Masterson didn't take away from the match all that much on commentary.
· Seth Rollins interview: This was the exact interview I had been dying to hear from Rollins since he seemingly went babyface a little over a month ago. It bothered me not much had changed about his character and that he was only a little less detestable than Owens (in storyline, of course). His character didn't have many redeeming qualities, but this was a major step in the right direction. I also appreciated how it took place in the backstage setting with Michael Cole as opposed to in the ring where it might not have had the same effect.
· AJ Styles, Dean Ambrose and John Cena: Is it strange that I was slightly disappointed when Cena didn't talk? Sure, we heard him say maybe two words, but that was it. He has been cutting some phenomenal promos lately, along with Ambrose and Styles as seen here. In fact, all three men have come across more motivated than ever before throughout this feud, hence why I am incredibly anticipating the WWE World Championship Triple Threat match at No Mercy. This served as a hot ending to SmackDown Live on Tuesday and the perfect lead-in to the pay-per-view.
· 'Miz TV' with Dolph Ziggler: It really shouldn't come as any surprise that The Miz and Ziggler had yet another awesome encounter on SmackDown this week. The "Success of a Failure" video package on Ziggler was actually hilarious because most of it rang true. Ziggler's angry promos are much better than his on-the-verge-of-tears promos, so he played his role here quite well. Moreover, how damn cool was it to see The Spirit Squad for the first time in nearly a decade?
· The Revival vs. Cedric Alexander and Andrade "Cien" Almas: The second annual Dusty Rhodes Tag Team is already off to a strong start with a very fun match between these two tandems in the main event of NXT on Wednesday night. The Revival are just flat out fantastic while Alexander and Almas had solid chemistry. Not only was the match very well-wrestled, the post-match heel turn from Almas was also a highlight. His stagnant character desperately needed some sort of shake-up and this might have been the solution. His NXT stint has been less-than-stellar thus far, but I surely hope this turn will help revitalize his career.
This Week's Low Points
· The Club vs. The Golden Truth: First and foremost, you have to know that almost anything involving The Golden Truth is going to end up here in the "Low Points" section because their matches and segments annoy me to no end. Moreover, I almost laughed when the commentators tried to paint Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson as potential threats coming off their countless losses to The New Day. Sure, a win is never a bad thing, but where was this momentum and seriousness when they were gunning after the Raw Tag Team Championship? It amazes me how far they have fallen since initially arriving in WWE a mere six months ago. What a waste.
· Tony Nese vs. Rich Swann: Well, this should answer the question as to whether Nese has been officially signed by WWE or not. This was a fun match while it lasted, but without any reason to care, it was merely filler. There is still plenty of work that needs to be done in establishing the characters of everyone in the Cruiserweight division. Swann is extremely charismatic, so he will undoubtedly get over with the audience in no time, but we know next to nothing about Nese up to this point, hence why I was shocked he won this bout.
· Bray Wyatt vs. Kane: I know Wyatt and Randy Orton once again had a handful of segments backstage on SmackDown this week, which were fine, but lest we forget Wyatt faced off against Kane in the night's opening match. This wasn't nearly as boring as their bout from Backlash, and while I realize Wyatt intentionally got himself counted out, it was still another loss for him. That said, when was the last time he won a televised match? I just can't take him seriously anymore, and I don't know how anyone can buy into him possibly beating Orton at No Mercy. You know it's bad when you're losing to Kane in 2016.
· Jack Swagger vs. Baron Corbin: The match was passable while it lasted, but the finish came across as being so stupid. And no, it wasn't botched. I assume it was designed to protect Corbin while also giving Swagger a somewhat credible victory, but the referee looks like such a dope for calling for the bell here. If nothing else, at least it did a decent job of setting up a rematch for No Mercy, though I am happy it's being positioned on the Kickoff show and not any higher on the card.
· Peyton Royce vs. Danielle Kamela: I couldn't even tell you the last time we saw Royce on NXT TV prior to this past week. I had high hopes for her and Billie Kay following the call-ups of Alexa Bliss, Bayley, Nia Jax and everyone else, but as of now, they have yet to rise to the occasion. On the bright side, they're slowly coming into their own as characters and establishing their own identities, but both of them have yet to have that one memorable match that puts them ahead of everyone else. This wasn't much of note from an in-ring standpoint, but perhaps the pairing of Royce and Kay will benefit them the same way Emma and Dana Brooke aided each other.
