Week of September 10, 2016
Match of the Week: Kevin Owens vs. Sami Zayn - Raw, September 5
Was it stupid of WWE to do this match without any prior advertisement (and I'm talking about beyond the start of the show)? Absolutely. Should they have held off until later on down the line when they inevitably clash in a championship match? Most definitely. Despite all that, it's hard to complain when their matches are always extremely entertaining and they once again delivered in the main event of Monday Night Raw this week. It was sort of special to have Owens' first official match as champion be against his long time adversary and former friend, and one can only imagine this isn't the last we have seen of them in such a situation. Zayn held his own and had a strong showing, but I continue to hope that WWE finds a steady direction for him coming out of this. He is too good to be relegated to squash matches with Jinder Mahal most weeks. 

Superstar of the Week: Seth Rollins
In all of the excitement that surrounded Kevin Owens' monumental WWE Universal Championship win fans forgot about one of the most important elements: Seth Rollins finally turning babyface! Granted, it should have happened months ago when he initially returned to the ring in the spring, but better late than never, right? As much as Monday was "The Kevin Owens Show," I thought Rollins was a fantastic face foil for him, and the best part is that he's still essentially the same character he was before; now, he's just getting cheered! Some fans may not like that and want more character transformation, but it wouldn't have made any sense to do that in one week's time. He not only received his rematch against Owens at Clash of Champions, but he also went up against Chris Jericho on Raw and soundly scored the victory. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, September 7
Without a hot ending to Raw this week, the flagship show was back to normal, and by that I mean a mixed bag. Admittedly, he first hour and a half was rather enjoyable, but beyond that, the show fell off a cliff. From meaningless squash matches to an awful New Day and Club segment, it wasn't the type of show I was hoping for heading into Clash of Champions in a few weeks. Meanwhile, as successful as SmackDown Live was in getting me excited for this Sunday's Backlash pay-per-view, I definitely have to give the nod to NXT as the latest "Show of the Week." SmackDown had some good things, a few great things, and other stuff that was just there. NXT, on the other hand, was pretty much the perfect show, and undoubtedly an improvement over last week's atrocity. The road to TakeOver: Toronto is officially underway! 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins vs. Chris Jericho: It isn't often that we see these two go up against each other, so it was a rare treat and I enjoyed every second of it. Needless to say, they have excellent chemistry together and their match, next to the main event, was the best part about Monday's Raw. It also made perfect sense from a storyline standpoint given Jericho and Kevin Owens are best friends and Rollins is now one step closer to winning the WWE Universal Championship at Clash of Champions. Speaking of whom, his apparent face run is already off to a strong start and I look forward to him thriving in the role throughout his program with Owens.
· Cesaro vs. Sheamus: I definitely had my doubts regarding their Best of 7 Series when it first started and how they would be able to switch it up every week, but it's been so far, so good. Each match has told a different story and I'm glad the injuries Cesaro has been sustaining at the hands of Sheamus haven't been forgotten about. Instead, they're playing a pivotal role in their matches. Additionally, I loved how their fourth match took place at a live event over the week, as it makes those non-televised shows feel that much more important.
· American Alpha vs. The Usos: No, the match wasn't the barn-burner of a bout we were all hoping it would be, but it didn't need to be, and that's why I gave this whole segment a major thumbs up. They can save their instant classics for later on in the feud, and in the meantime, The Usos can turn heel. That was long overdue on Tuesday night and arguably should have happened a year ago. In the matter of a night, The Usos went from feeling as stale as month-old bread to feeling fresher than they have in years. Alpha are now out of the tournament, so expect them to exact revenge on The Usos.
· TM-61 vs. Tony Nese and Arya Daivari: I questioned why TM-61 would be fed to The Authors of Pain a few weeks ago in Brooklyn if the plan was to build them up as threats to the NXT Tag Team Championship, but other than that, this was a really fun match. TM-61 are a blast to watch in the ring, and although Nese and Daivari didn't have any obvious chemistry as partners, they looked good here, and I always appreciate it when the Cruiserweight Classic gets shown some love.
· Austin Aries vs. Andrade "Cien" Almas: Fun fact for you: I actually received a sneak peek of this match many months ago at an NXT live event in Lowell, MA, and that was well before Almas made his televised debut. That was an awesome match, and this was no different in the time it was allotted. They worked very well together and Aries continues to kill it as a heel. I'm glad he won here if only because he has a feud with Hideo Itami going on right now, and considering how there is little life to the unknown Almas character. I'm not exactly sure what isn't clicking about him at the moment, but he needs an overhaul of some sort before it's too late.
This Week's Low Points
· The New Day and The Club: I am not one of those people that has criticized New Day for being stale in recent months. In fact, more often than not, I get a kick of New Day's humor. But I'm sorry, their segment with The Club on Monday's Raw was absolutely atrocious. I'm not sure who scripted that trash, but it wasn't funny in the slightest. I feel like I've included all of their matches and segments in the "Low Points" column since the feud started because they typically fall flat with me. Worse yet, The Club has received next to no momentum throughout this feud, so who the hell in their right mind would see them as legitimate threats to the titles at Clash of Champions?
· Bayley vs. Charlotte: It's definitely weird to be referring to such a good match as a "Low Point," but the logic of everything occurring in Raw's women's division right now is so flawed that I had no choice. In other words, the in-ring action was not at all the issue. Rather, not only should they have not done Bayley vs. Charlotte so early into Bayley's main roster run, it's so silly to have Bayley beat the champion if she won't even be in the title match at hte pay-per-view! Unless they changed that again. Oh lord, I don't even know anymore.
· The Shining Stars vs. Enzo Amore and Big Cass: I would love to know who thought it was a wise idea to have one of the most over acts in the company today lose to a tandem fans couldn't care less about. I was definitely shocked when The Shining Stars beat them, but their upset victory didn't make me want to me invest in them or anything. I really don't want to see these teams starting feuding because that doesn't interest me whatsoever. Moreover, Enzo and Cass are so much better than that and deserve to be in the WWE Tag Team Championship picture ahead of The Club right now.
· Darren Young vs. Jinder Mahal: Another week passes and I still don't care about the Young vs. Titus O'Neil feud any more than I did before. Which is a shame considering I like both guys and I was a huge fan of them as The Prime Time Players. On their own, however, it's difficult to get excited about either one of them, especially as long as they're engaged in this lousy feud with one another. Here's hoping a match at Clash of Champions will put an end to it and we can move on.
· Kane and Fandango: Uh, okay? Although I included Kane's run-in with the "milkman" last week on SmackDown Live in the "Low Points" column, I did mention how it likely happened merely to tease something between Kane and Baron Corbin (who crossed paths afterward) for down the road. Well, Kane resurfaced once again this week, but Corbin was nowhere to be seen this time. He wasn't even on the show! I suppose it's possible they add a match between them to the Backlash card this Sunday at the last minute, but if that's the case, why not further that future feud with a confrontation on SmackDown? This was purely filler and nothing more.
