Week of September 12, 2015
Match of the Week: Finn Balor and Samoa Joe vs. The Lucha Dragons - NXT, September 9
It was a tough call between this match and Seth Rollins vs. Ryback from SmackDown for this week's Match of the Week, but I ultimately gave the edge to this match for a number of reasons. Firstly, how damn cool was it to see Finn Balor and Samoa Joe make their entrance in front of a WWE crowd? It was a sight to see at NXT TakeOver in Brooklyn, but a majority of those people were already aware of NXT. There's no telling if even half of this audience knew what NXT was, so to see them react to Joe and Balor (and throw their hands in the air for Balor's entrance) was surreal. Secondly, the match was very entertaining. I don't think it will be the best match we see in this tournament but it didn't need to be. It was merely a first-round match and it wasn't necessary for them to set the bar too high for all upcoming matchups. Their respective styles meshed extremely well with those of The Lucha Dragons and it made for a fairly fun outing. Mark my words: Balor and Joe will be stars once they get the call-up, which hopefully won't be too far down the line. 

Superstar of the Week: The Wyatt Family
Let's face it: WWE was dumb to break up The Wyatt Family in the first place. It was completely unnecessary considering the failed singles careers all three of them had following their split. Enough about the past, however; let's focus on the future. The latest incarnation of The Wyatt Family with the addition of Braun Strowman has been strong so far, and with this week in WWE being as dead as it was, there wasn't much of a debate about them collectively taking home the award for Superstars of the Week. They may not have been in action at all, but they surely left a lasting impression on both Raw on SmackDown. They've targeted anyone who dares to align themselves with Roman Reigns and Dean Ambrose, first ambushing Randy Orton and then Jimmy Uso. Will anyone be able to put an end to their reign of terror? 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown, September 10
You know Raw is bad when SmackDown is named the Show of the Week. I wouldn't so far as to say that it was the worst show of the year thus far as some have speculated, but it was far from being as good as some of the shows we've been getting in recent months. It had its highlights, but it was a pretty dull episode on the whole. You'd think they would put their best foot forward going into the start of Monday Night Football next week and do more to give fans an incentive to tune into next week's go-home edition, but apparently not. Wednesday's NXT, as enjoyable as that marvelous main event was, wasn't too terrific, either. Meanwhile, SmackDown had a solid showing on Thursday with an entertaining Lumberjack match main event between Seth Rollins and Ryback as well as a fun six-man tag team match. Was the full two hour program worth watching? Probably not, especially when you consider they wasted nearly 10 minutes of TV time by replaying the second half of the Raw main event. Still, I'd recommend it over Raw nine times out of ten. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins vs. Ryback: In a week so light on solid in-ring action, these two matches from Raw and SmackDown stood out. Rollins and Ryback have very good chemistry together and always produce quality matches, but they're typically overlooked for whatever reason. The Sting shenanigans could be seen coming from a mile away on Raw, but it was a competent match up until the finish. The rematch on SmackDown was even better and a rare case of the interference from the lumberjacks actually adding to the match and making sense from a storyline standpoint with Kevin Owens costing Ryback the win.
· Edge and Christian cameo: Rarely do I include backstage segments in the "Highlights" column, but this one totally reeked awesomeness, so I had to make an exception. I appreciated the acknowledgement of Seth Rollins' history with Edge, but the best part came when Edge and Christian ran into The Dudley Boyz. What a moment! That has to be the first time in at least over a decade they've shared the screen, right? Now all we need is the return of The Hardy Boyz and the trifecta will be complete.
· Paige vs. Sasha Banks: I've been fairly critical of this so-called "Diva Revolution" in recent weeks because of how poorly it's been handled thus far, but it's nice to see they're taking a step in the right direction by giving the women more stories to work with and this was an example of one. They contested a decent match on Raw, but it was their outing on SmackDown that hooked me. Non-finishes come across as lazy more often than not, but this was well done because it protected both women and kept the feud going. Here's hoping it leads to a Paige heel turn so we can finally move past these faction wars.
· The New Day: Despite not being on the winning end of either of their matches, I'd be remiss not to put The New Day in the "Highlights" column this week. They're just incredibly entertaining. It's amazing to think how bad they were as babyfaces yet how far they've come as heels. Their antics during the Raw main event made it worth watching (the trombone is an excellent touch).
· Johnny Gargano and Tomasso Ciampa: While the match against Tyler Breeze and Bull Dempsey wasn't much of note, it was really cool to see Gargano and Ciampa on this week's NXT. WWE has done a superb job of bringing in the most elite talent from the independent scene over the last year. Admittedly, I didn't know much about either guy prior to their NXT debuts, but both of them impressed me in their initial outing in the Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic and I'm hoping to see what else they're capable of as they advance in the tournament. Personally, I'd offer them both contracts, but from what it seems, Gargano has a likelier chance of getting signed than Ciampa reportedly due to a bad attitude.
This Week's Low Points
· Randy Orton vs. Sheamus: I'm just going to chalk this up to WWE trying to troll us. There is zero way that they thought putting these two in a never-ending feud against each other for over three months was a wise idea. I like Sheamus as a heel. I really like Orton in his current anti-hero role. I despise the idea of them being put in a program together. Their matches aren't bad as they are extremely stale, especially after you've seen the same match a million times over the course of five years. Please, WWE, make this the blow-off to the rivalry. I want to get my hopes up with Orton apparently being written off TV, but you never know with this company.
· Summer Rae, Rusev and Dolph Ziggler: Mark my words: I will continue to put this awful, awful angle in the "Low Points" column until it ends, and thankfully, Lana getting injured could very well make that happen. Look, I hate to see anyone get hurt, but Lana's injury may end up being a blessing in disguise. This storyline was going nowhere fast and the worst part of it all, is that it's over nothing. Even without Lana, the acting in the Raw segment with these three was absolutely atrocious. Is there any question this is the worst feud of 2015?
· Sting: As much as it pains me to put Sting in the "Low Points" column, it must be done. This was one of his worst performances to date (though I realize that's not saying much because he's only made a handful of appearances on WWE TV in the last year). He wasn't terrible per se, but he came across as too goofy for his own good. That normally wouldn't be an issue for most Superstars, but because of how enigmatic Sting's persona is, it felt out of character for him. I'd hate to see him resort back to the Joker-like moniker he had in his final years with TNA.
· Cesaro vs. The Miz: Their match on SmackDown wasn't half-bad, but what was the point? I understand it was a rematch from Raw, but again, that match didn't serve a purpose, either. Cesaro and Miz could have a fine feud together, but the involvement of Big Show doesn't interest me in the slightest. The Show-Miz feud already feels played out. Who's the face, anyway?
· Dana Brooke vs. Billie Kay: I'm sorry, but Dana Brooke just doesn't do it for me. Perhaps she'll grow on me over time, but she's been in NXT for six months and she hasn't done anything to impress me thus far. Is she more advanced in the ring than Eva Marie? No doubt, but Eva has a better look and is more marketable. Brooke, on the other hand, feels like a Beth Phoenix rip-off. All she's done this year has feuded with Charlotte, a feud which she lost, so where does she go from here? She's definitely not ready to chase the NXT Women's Championship, so I assume she'll continue to spin her wheels until they can find a direction for her. In the meantime, expect more meaningless matches like this one.
