Week of September 12, 2020

Match of the Week:
Finn Balor vs. Adam Cole (NXT, September 8)
Although I hated the ending to last week's 60-minute Iron Man main event, it did give us this great match between Finn Balor and Adam Cole for the NXT Championship. Granted, NXT could have done a mini-tournament and had it come down to these two to begin with, but that's neither here nor there at this point. They had an excellent encounter last December on NXT and this match managed to be equally entertaining. Although most fans figured Balor would win (considering Cole is fresh off a year-long reign as champ), the predictability surrounding the outcome didn't seem to make much of a difference. Balor's second title run could be as good as his first if he can keep it up.
Superstar of the Week:
Bayley
I had my reservations about Bayley being a heel early on and, truth be told, I didn't think she was doing very well in the role at the onset of 2020, but being with Sasha Banks definitely brought the best out of her. She might be even better now that she's turned on her best friend and adapted more of an aggressive edge, as seen on Friday's SmackDown. The longest-reigning SmackDown Women's champion of all-time cut a killer promo about how she used The Boss to hold onto the gold for as long as she has before calling her "completely useless." This feud has the potential to be something special.
Show of the Week:
WWE NXT, September 8
Night 1 of NXT Super Tuesday was enjoyable on the whole but lacked that must-see feel I felt. Night 2, however, was a significant improvement. The black-and-gold brand kicked things off in style with Finn Balor beating Adam Cole to recapture the NXT Championship in a barn burner of a bout. Additionally, Rhea Ripley toppled Mercedes Martinez in a thrilling Steel Cage match to cap off the evening (and their rivalry) on a high note. The rest of the show featured plenty of above-average action and moved several storylines along. This was such a strong show that I'd actually be in favor of NXT moving to Tuesday nights on a permanent basis in the not-too-distant future.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Dominik Mysterio vs. Murphy: Seth Rollins was oddly absent from Raw this week, but Murphy stepped up in a big way. WWE has been teasing tension between him and Rollins since Payback, so this was basically a test to see if he could handle Dominik on his own. The match he had with Dominik was fun and the Street Fight stipulation allowed the rest of the Mysterio family to get involved. Dominik was owed a victory and it made sense for it to be over Murphy.
· Cedric Alexander joins The Hurt Business: The only other highlight from Raw this week saw Alexander finally turn on Apollo Crews and Ricochet and seemingly join forces with The Hurt Business. I say "seemingly" because it didn't look like Shelton Benjamin was sold on their allegiance when they spoke backstage, but I hope he's with them for the long haul. He's desperately needed a character change for a while now and this could be what makes him relevant again.
· Cesaro vs. Shisuke Nakamura vs. The Lucha House Party: This wasn't the same match we got a few weeks ago as Kalisto substituted for Lince Dorado, but it was just as fun and managed to accomplish a few things. First off, although I hate distraction finishes, The Street Profits costing Cesaro and Nakamura the win should lead to Lucha House Party getting another title shot at Clash of Champions. Additionally, Kalisto now has something to brag about having pinned Cesaro here.
· Rhea Ripley vs. Mercedes Martinez: I'm slightly surprised NXT blew over this rivalry as quickly as they did. Then again, Martinez is rumored for a main roster call-up (and to be a part of RETRIBUTION), so that's likely why she lost here. The Steel Cage match itself was excellent and was exactly what I was hoping it would be. I also appreciated that the interference was kept to a minimum. Expect to see Ripley back in the NXT Women's Championship picture soon.
· Bronson Reed vs. Austin Theory: Theory is back in NXT where he belongs. He was just finding his footing on Raw alongside Seth Rollins and Murphy before he was abruptly removed from the show for unknown reasons, but it was way too soon for him to be called up. Sure, he didn't win here, but this was a quality contest where both guys had standout showings. Reed has been on fire since the start of his push two months ago and it made the most sense for him to win here.
· Velveteen Dream vs. Ashante "Thee" Adonis: It isn't often I put squash matches in the "Highlights" column, but this wasn't your typical showcase for Dream. Adonis scored way more offense than I thought he would and almost pulled out the upset on a couple of occasions. Adonis, of course, is the former Tehuti Miles from 205 Live and this was the most impressive he's looked to date. Additionally, I'm all for Kushida finally finding direction in a feud with Dream.
This Week's Low Points
· Randy Orton vs. Keith Lee: Lee beating Orton clean at the Payback pay-per-view was the right call to make, so I don't understand why WWE would have them face off for a third time one-on-one eight days later and again book Lee to lose by disqualification. Yes, he was protected in defeat, but it was a total waste of time and made Lee look like an afterthought. It also set up Lee vs. Drew McIntyre for Monday's Raw, but I think it's too soon to be giving that away on free TV.
· The Street Profits vs. Andrade and Angel Garza: What was this, the fourth or fifth match these teams have had against each other in the last month and a half? I lost track. Listen, they work well together, but it's time to move on, and Garza walking out on Andrade here gives me hope that this was it. The matchup itself was nothing special because it was so short. I'm honestly surprised Andrade and Garza never won the tag titles so Rey and Dominik could beat the duo for them.
· Peyton Royce vs. Billie Kay: I'm not going to pretend that I cared to see a full-fledged feud between the now-former IIconics or them going one-on-one, but considering they were partners for years, it was odd how this match was thrown out on Raw without any prior notice. They weren't given much time and it wasn't very good. Royce winning was the correct outcome and I'm looking forward to her getting a singles push, but this shouldn't have been as rushed as it was.
· The Riott Squad vs. Shayna Baszler and Nia Jax: This wasn't a tag team match. Rather, The Riott Squad battled Baszler in a 2-on-1 Handicap matchup before doing the same thing with Jax. As you would probably expect, this was completely counterproductive as nobody benefited whatsoever. Baszler was pinned for no reason, The Riott Squad looked weak for struggling to win in a 2-on-1 scenario, and The Riott Squad vs. Jax never received a proper finish.
· Nikki Cross vs. Alexa Bliss vs. Tamina vs. Lacey Evans: As talented as Cross is, I have zero desire to see her challenge Bayley for the SmackDown Women's Championship again, especially if we already know she isn't going to win. Naomi pinned Bayley last month, so the fact she wasn't included in this Fatal 4-Way is a joke. Bliss betraying Cross here was cool, but if she's going to cost her the title at Clash of Champions, then WWE definitely should have saved it for then.
· Otis vs. John Morrison: I'm a fan of both of these guys, but they deserve better direction creatively. I wouldn't blame you if you forgot that Otis was still Mr. Money in the Bank, as the briefcase has barely been mentioned until recently. As for Morrison, he and Miz haven't won a meaningful match in many months. We all know the split is coming, so WWE may as well get it over with already. Having them trade wins back and forth feels like filler more than anything else.
