WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 13, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: NXT CHAMPIONSHIP FATAL 4-WAY - NXT TAKEOVER, SEPTEMBER 11
Before we even get to the match, can we not take a minute just how great the buildup for this match was? I realize NXT and and the main WWE programs are very much different, but since the last NXT special in late May, all four of these competitors have remained relevant and in the NXT Championship picture. That's almost unprecedented in 2014 and I commend Creative for accomplishing that. Everyone knew going in that this match was going to be nothing short of stellar, but that didn't at all take away from the excitement of the action. Everyone involved had an equal chance of walking away with the title in tow, making every nearfall that much more suspenseful, especially down the stretch. The fantastic finishing sequence saw Sami Zayn once again come oh so close to winning the gold only to come up short. Who knew that a Match of the Year candidate would feature all "rookies"? 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: ADRIAN NEVILLE
The first ever NXT rookie to be named Superstar of the Week, Adrian Neville earned the honor with the spectacular seven days he had. On Monday Night Raw, Neville made his premiere appearance in front of the WWE Universe, teaming with Sami Zayn against Tyler Breeze and Tyson Kidd. Neville made a lasting impression in his debut on the flagship show when he nailed Breeze with the Red Arrow to score the pinfall victory for his team. The NXT champion carried that momentum to Thursday night's NXT TakeOver special where he put his gold up for grabs in a Fatal 4-Way. Even though it came in a fashion that wasn't to the fans' liking, Neville emerged victorious, still the NXT champion. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: NXT TAKEOVER, SEPTEMBER 11
Even if WWE had been putting on great shows week after week, it still wouldn't have changed my high opinion of this show. I'll start off by saying that it was the worst of the three NXT specials so far, but that's more of a testament to how excellent the prior two were. That said, this was an extremely enjoyable show with the top three championship matches delivered. New NXT Tag Team champions were crowned in the fun opener, Charlotte and Bayley had a very good match over the NXT Women's Championship, and the main event for the NXT Championship was phenomenal. That's in addition to the fact that KENTA's/Hideo Itami's debut was well done and kicked off his WWE career on a high note. The undercard matches were nothing stellar, but they filled out the card nicely. If you aren't already watching NXT (and I don't know why you wouldn't be), you're out of your mind. This special made it clear that the future is bright, and the future is now. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Chris Jericho vs. Bray Wyatt: While their feud was underwhelming on the whole, they went out with style with this great Steel Cage match. The cage definitely worked to their benefit and I was glad to see the interference fairly limited to only a few spots. Jericho's leap off the top of the structure made the match memorable and it was a good win for Wyatt, despite how badly he's been booked lately. It was refreshing to see a marquee match kick off Raw for once instead of a segment involving The Authority.
· Randy Orton vs. Roman Reigns: Similar to their SummerSlam encounter, Orton and Reigns worked a very solid matchup that lived up to the hype. The interference from Kane and Seth Rollins could be seen coming from a mile away, but it saved the clean finish for a later date. The Authority attacking Reigns to close the show dragged on a bit long, but it was effective in making all members of the trio look vicious. It also made Reigns look vulnerable for once, which will only help fans get behind him even more. Here's hoping this was the blow-off to this feud for now as Reigns moves into a program with Rollins.
· John Cena and Paul Heyman promo: All of Heyman's promos are deserving of being in the "Highlight" column, so that much isn't surprising, but his confrontation with Cena this week was excellent and it peaked my interest. We've seen Cena talk about why he'll never turn on the fans a million times before, but at least his words sounded believable and Heyman was exceptional in the delivery of his lines as well. Cena vs. Brock Lesnar III is still an exciting attraction for Night of Champions and Lesnar hasn't been on Raw in weeks. Amazing.
· KENTA/Hideo Itami debuts: This unquestionably came off like a big deal and all of it was handled very well. Ric Flair introducing KENTA instead of William Regal might have brought more star power to the segment, but at least you can count on Regal for a solid performance and he put KENTA over big here. I know some fans will be disappointed by the name change, but I can't say I'm surprised and at least the new name has meaning behind it. Itami's interaction with The Ascension was a pleasant surprise and I was glad to see them hype his debut match for next week's show.
· Charlotte vs. Bayley: It's basically a guarantee at this point that the ladies of NXT will have a great match at every live special and this match was no exception. They worked a very good matchup and I like the move to keep the belt on Charlotte for now. Bayley should remain in chase mode for a little while longer and Charlotte hasn't held the strap long enough yet for her to drop it right now. It's mind boggling to me that WWE realizes how great the matches have been involving the NXT rookies yet they still don't give the main roster women the light of day.
· The Ascension vs. Kalisto and Sin Cara: A lot of people see Kalisto as a breakout star in singles competition, and while I'm sure he'll be on his own before long, this tandem with Cara is a good stepping stone for him. The two teams had a fun opening contest and the title change was welcome. It was time for The Ascension to be brought up the main roster and Sin Cara and Kalisto should breath new life into the NXT tag team division as champions.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Jerry Springer and The Bella Twins: Noticing a trend with The Bella Twins and the "Low Points" column? At this horrendous segment wasn't overhyped... oh wait, it was. Why they thought Springer would lead to ratings in 2014 is beyond me. I don't even have a problem with his performance because he was fine, but the "injuries" he suffered were so over-the-top it wasn't even funny. The incorporation of the Bellas' siblings was ridiculous and led to this being even worse than I thought. End this garbage. Now.
· Goldust and Stardust vs. Los Matadores: There wasn't anything necessarily wrong with the match, but anyone who watches Main Event regularly had already seen this match twice before. Plus, the fact Los Matadores are such an atrocious act didn't help matters. How has WWE not come to their senses yet and realize that it just isn't working? They're glorified jobbers and Primo and Epico are better off just being themselves. Unmask them and give them back Rosa Mendes. If nothing else, at least The Usos attacked the Dust brothers afterward, successfully furthering their feud going into Night of Champions in the process.
· Adam Rose vs. Titus O'Neil: This wasn't as deplorable as it was last week because it happened on a good episode of Raw, but it's still silly and I'm not even sure who any of this is supposed to be applying to. Rose is a comedic character at this point and O'Neil has such much wasted potential that I have zero idea how they can rectify his booking. I've heard rumors that Darren Young will be revealed as the one in the bunny costume and although I'm a fan of Young, will anyone really care? Hopefully whoever it is, it's Rose's next rival to get him some actual direction.
· Mark Henry vs. Rusev: This definitely wasn't as bad as it couldn't been, but as soon as it was hyped for SmackDown, I rolled my eyes. Do arm wrestling matches still pop a rating in 2014? Did they ever pop a rating? Every wrestling fan with a brain knows they always end in chaos, so what's the point? The best I can say about this is that it didn't overstay its welcome and Henry, Lana and Rusev all played their parts well. This feud has surprisingly been built nicely so far, but the arm wrestling match felt cliche and pointless. At least Rusev demolishing Henry afterward made him out to look strong.
· Paige vs. Summer Rae: Anyone who has watched NXT for a significant period of time (before it was added to the WWE Network) knows the history between Paige and Summer and how they're capable of having good matches together. Their brief bout on SmackDown was slightly disappointing, but I can't say I expected anything less. You'd think they'd give them a few more minutes on the B-show, but apparently not. The Summer and Layla friendship still seems odd to me, but at least Paige came out on the winning end of this match and didn't lose another non-title match for no reason.
· Enzo Amore vs. Sylvester LeFort: I love the duo of Amore and Colin Cassady and think the act has legs on the main roster, but this match was mediocre at best and their wasn't even a payoff. Yes, Marcus Louis got his head shaved, but it wasn't what the stipulation stated and thus they didn't deliver. I'd much rather see Amore and Cassady chasing the tag titles than engaging in a feud with two losers that virtually no one cares about.
