Week of September 15, 2018
Match of the Week: Gran Metalik vs. Buddy Murphy - 205 Live, September 11
Although Cedric Alexander and Drew Gulak are currently feuding over the WWE Cruiserweight Championship, fans shouldn't sleep on Buddy Murphy, who is patiently waiting in the wings for his shot at the strap at WWE Super Show-Down in his native Australia in a few weeks. He has quietly been building momentum lately in singles competition with victories over Kalisto and now Gran Metalik. On this week's edition of 205 Live, Murphy and Metalik had a strong show-opening match that ended with Murphy pulling out the victory. Afterward, he put Alexander on notice for Super Show-Down.
Superstar of the Week: Mick Foley
It's pretty sad whenever I have to name a returning legend as my "Superstar of the Week" because no one else on the current roster was nearly impressive, but on the bright side, Mick Foley deserves the accolade. After being away from the flagship show for just about a year and a half, Foley resurfaced on Raw this week to not only confront Elias and engage in an entertaining encounter with him but also announce that he will be the special guest referee for Roman Reigns vs. Braun Strowman at Hell in a Cell this Sunday. Will Foley call the action straight down the middle?
Show of the Week: WWE 205 Live, September 11
With Hell in a Cell this weekend, I think it's safe to say that the build for the pay-per-view has left a lot to be desired, specifically on Raw. SmackDown Live, on the other hand, has done a decent job of making me care about the card (somewhat, anyway) and I enjoyed Tuesday's episode. However, 205 Live had a much more complete show this week. The aforementioned outing between Buddy Murphy and Gran Metalik kicked things off on a high note, Mustafa Ali had a successful return to the ring, and the tag team main event set up a a Cruiserweight title clash for next week.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Triple H promo: Let it be known that before The Undertaker returned to Raw last week to confront Shawn Michaels, I had zero interest in the upcoming encounter between Undertaker and Triple H at WWE Super Show-Down. It will likely prove to be pointless in the long-term (similar to Greatest Royal Rumble earlier this year), but at least the build to the bout has been very well done so far. The Game's latest promo did an effective job of getting fans excited for the match and wanting to see what Undertaker's response will be next week. Of course, Triple H should not be the highlight of Raw in 2018, but that's where we are.
· AJ Styles and Samoa Joe: I've really been digging how this feud has taken shape over the past two months and the performances put forth by both men have been stellar. There wasn't much more they could do to top their brawl from last week, so it was smart of WWE to have them with cut pre-taped promos hyping up their match for Hell in a Cell. Styles' was intense, while Joe made the most of the material he had to work with. I'm looking forward to their WWE Championship clash, despite it not being inside Hell in a Cell.
· Jeff Hardy vs. Shinsuke Nakamura: Yes, we have seen this match quite a few times since the summer, but they've always had strong chemistry together and I enjoyed this for what it was. The non-finish with Randy Orton interfering was expected, but the post-match angle was well done with Hardy getting a measure of revenge on his archrival (leading me to believe he'll lose on Sunday). As for Nakamura, it's such a shame he's lost in the shuffle right now and that the United States Championship means next to nothing. He won't even be a part of the Hell in a Cell card.
· Rusev Day vs. The Bar: It's actually amazing when you think about how Sheamus and Cesaro have been a tag team for almost two years by this point and they're still killing it in the tag team division. Their outing against Rusev Day in the finals of the SmackDown Tag Team Championship No. 1 Contender's Tournament was no different and the final stretch or so was especially excellent, resulting in a victory for Rusev Day.
· Tommaso Ciampa promo: NXT wasn't too newsworthy on Wednesday night, but the biggest highlight from the show was easily Ciampa's first televised appearance since TakeOver: Brooklyn IV. Obviously, he denied any involvement in the attack of Aleister Black, but he did so in such spectacular fasion being the quintessential heel that he is. He never ceases to get a crowd riled up whenever he talks down to them as their "savior" of sorts. Ultimately, I wouldn't be shocked if he was revealed to be the one behind the ambush, if only because Ciampa and Black still have unfinished business over the NXT Championship, not to mention that would be a fitting and worthy main event for the next TakeOver special over Survivor Series weekend.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns attacks Braun Strowman: We're two weeks into Strowman's heel run and I can't say I've been impressed so far. We know he can thrive in the role based off his time spent as a heel on his own in 2016 and 2017, but he was already over as a babyface, so squandering that by turning him heel is a ridiculously dumb idea. Furthermore, he came across as weak on Monday's Raw. First, The Shield forced him to flee from the ring (despite having the advantage over them), and then he was put through a table by Reigns at the end of the evening. That does nothing to make fans think he has a chance of winning at Hell in a Cell.
· Kevin Owens promo: I'm all for Owens getting more aggressive, but I'm not too optimistic. After all, we have seen this before with him where he'll go ballistic on a Superstar or two before being booked like a cowardly heel again within a few weeks. After laying out Tyler Breeze in vicious fashion, he explained that the reason he left Raw was because of Bobby Lashley, and he returned to Raw for the same reason. I don't expect that feud to be terribly exciting, so this felt like poor storytelling that wasn't thought-out too well ahead of time.
· Finn Balor vs. Elias: Mick Foley followed in the footsteps of Trish Stratus by interrupting Elias this week on Raw. I'd pop if Stone Cold Steve Austin was next. At any rate, I liked their confrontation, but the subsequent match between Balor and Elias was completely pointless. Balor has been spinning his wheels for weeks, and whatever momentum he had coming out of SummerSlam is completely gone. Having him beat Elias won't make much of a difference. Rather, he needs real direction in order to get back on track and be taken seriously as a main event player again.
· Brie Bella vs. Maryse: I doubt many people had high hopes for this SmackDown Live main event, but it somehow ended up being worse than anticipated. That said, it was probably for the better that this was kept relatively brief because it would have been a disaster if it lasted any longer. On the bright side, everything that happened afterward with them and Daniel Bryan and The Miz successfully hyped up their mixed tag team match.
· Andrade "Cien" Almas vs. R-Truth: This was merely a minor "Low Point" from SmackDown, if only because it wasn't very good. Then again, it wasn't given much of a chance to be anything above average because of how brief it was. Truth and Carmella will be together for the foreseeable future with the Mixed Match Challenge returning soon, which is fine because it gives them something to do. As for Almas and Zelina Vega, they're superior to this comedic relief and should be positioned higher on the card following Hell in a Cell. I've read reports that Vince McMahon is apparently very high on Almas and his potential, giving me faith that WWE will protect him wisely going forward and will give him more chances to succeed as a singles star on the blue brand.
