Week of September 16, 2017
Match of the Week: The Usos vs. The New Day: SmackDown Tag Team Championship Sin City Street Fight - SmackDown Live, September 12
It's been well-documented that The Usos and The New Day have exceptional chemistry together, but I honestly don't feel as if they've been given enough credit for reviving SmackDown Live's tag team division with their stellar series of matches this summer. Their latest encounter on Tuesday night, which happened to be a Sin City Street Fight, was equally excellent as they battered each other with weapons and made effective use of the extreme environment. With New Day regaining the gold, it will be interesting to see whether the rivalry will continue through Hell in a Cell. 

Superstar of the Week: Braun Strowman
Is there any doubt that Braun Strowman has been WWE's Superstar of the Year? Granted, he has yet to hold gold in 2017, but that could very well change come No Mercy when he vies for the Universal Championship against Brock Lesnar. Speaking of whom, Lesnar has never looked as vulnerable as he did on Monday night when Strowman dominated him with ease and even no-sold one of his suplexes. The Monster Among Men rode that wave of momentum into his match with John Cena, and although he lost by disqualification, he still stood tall over his opponent. 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, September 12
SmackDown Live has had a rough past few weeks, but I thought they returned to form quite nicely on Tuesday night by delivering a stacked show. Billed as Sin City SmackDown Live, the episode featured several championship matches, two of which were extremely enjoyable. As noted, the Sin City Street Fight between The New Day and The Usos was a blast, and AJ Styles and Tye Dillinger also put together a fun match for the United States Championship. However, the real star of the show was Kevin Owens, who showed no remorse in his attack on Mr. McMahon. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Roman Reigns vs. Jason Jordan: Once again, Jordan looked very credible in defeat against Reigns and their entertaining match kicked off Raw on a high note. I guess WWE's plan to get Jordan over with the audience is to have him come close to upsetting Raw's top stars and that way he will earn their respect. It hasn't exactly worked out so far, but we'll see if it leads to something bigger such as a heel turn. Meanwhile, Cena and Reigns engaged in another excellent verbal exchange, which was won by Cena for third consecutive week. Here's hoping this means he's beating Cena at No Mercy.
· Kevin Owens and Mr. McMahon: I was really interested to see what would happen when Owens and McMahon met face-to-face for the first time on WWE TV, and sure enough, I was not disappointed. It was great to see McMahon be the Vince of old and hold nothing back in calling Owens a coward, while Owens stood his ground and unleashed his anger on McMahon by destroying him. That headbutt looked vicious and led to awesome heel heat. I was already excited for Shane vs. Owens, but this segment only added to my anticipation.
· AJ Styles vs. Tye Dillinger: Admittedly, I was a bit disappointed by the minute-long encounter these two had two weeks back on SmackDown Live, but their rematch was thankfully given more time and they made the most of it with a well-wrestled bout. You had to know Dillinger wasn't winning the United States Championship, but fans did buy into his nearfall after he hit the Tye Breaker, so that was cool. Additionally, Styles vs. Baron Corbin was announced for next week, and I liked that Corbin was the last man standing after laying out both men afterward.
· Kairi Sane vs. Shayna Baszler: I saw some complaints from fans about Baszler being in the finals of the Mae Young Classic and not one of the other women, but she was dominant in the first four rounds and she was a logical opponent for Sane. Granted, there were better matches in the early rounds of the tourney, but Sane and Baszler produced a very good match in the finals that told a solid story. I have my money on Sane becoming NXT Women's Champion at TakeOver: Houston.
· Jack Gallagher turns heel: Cedric Alexander vs. The Brian Kendrick was solid for what it was, but the real focus was on Gallagher attacking Alexander and turning heel for the first time since coming to WWE. He's a natural babyface as well as over with the audience, so it was a strange move to make with him, but it definitely piqued my interest and I'm willing to see where they go with it. I know I'm not the only one, as there were plenty of people talking about the ending to 205 Live this week, which is rare for the Cruiserweight show. Regardless of how Gallagher fares as a heel, I'm confident he and Alexander can contest some kickass matches and have an exciting feud together.
· Pete Dunne vs. Wolfgang: I've said countless times before how we need more matches involving the UK talents, so I was happy we received another enjoyable title defense from Dunne and Wolfgang this week. Plus, the post-match stuff was well done with Adam Cole, Kyle O'Reilly and Bobby Fish laying a beating on both men.
This Week's Low Points
· The Miz and Enzo Amore: First and foremost, congratulations to Miz and Maryse on becoming parents. But because of that news, Miz came across like the babyface on Miz TV, especially when he ran down Enzo and spoke truthfully about how everyone hates him backstage and how he's extremely obnoxious. However, they're in the "Low Points" section because I'm not sure casual viewers knew what the hell they were talking about, 205 Live was pretty much confirmed to be a step down for Enzo, and the subsequent match was atrocious. I have zero clue what they were going for, but I can tell you that it didn't work.
· Bray Wyatt vs. Goldust: I was understood what they were going for here with Goldust dressing up in face paint the same way Balor does from time to time, but Goldust was a heel the last time we saw him, and a damn good one at that. Why job him out in a matter of minutes when Wyatt could have easily beaten another babyface on the roster? It doesn't help that neither Wyatt nor Balor are benefiting from this program. By the way, whatever happened to Goldust holding "auditions" for a new "masterpiece" at SummerSlam?
· Elias vs. Kalisto: I've largely been a fan of how Elias has been utilized on the main roster up to this point because he has clicked with the main roster audience better than he ever did with NXT fans, but he needs direction and fast. His mini feuds with Dean Ambrose and Balor gave him a handful of credible victories, but now he's stuck facing Kalisto every other week. It would be one thing if their matches were fun to watch, but they simply don't have chemistry together. Furthermore, it blows my mind that Kalisto hasn't already joined the Cruiserweight division where he could thrive.
· Jinder Mahal promo: My biggest complaint of Mahal during his main event push is that all of his promos about Americans stereotyping him and whatnot are essentially the same, and while he tried out some different material this past week, it was beyond brutal. Mocking Shinsuke Nakamura's facial expressions? Who thought that would be remotely funny? Needless to say, this didn't do anything to get me excited for his upcoming Hell in a Cell match against Nakamura.
· Dolph Ziggler: I got a kick out of Shane McMahon's music hitting at the start of SmackDown Live and Ziggler coming out instead, but the second appearance later in the night was a waste of time, similar to last week. I appreciate the intensity Ziggler incorporates into his promos, but him mocking Superstars from the past and present does nothing for me. I assume it's leading to him feuding with Bobby Roode and probably putting him over at Hell in a Cell (as he should), but as I've expressed in the past, I find it very difficult to care about Ziggler nowadays. The best thing he can do is leave WWE when his contract expires so he can come back stronger and fresher down the line.
· Natalya vs. Naomi: While there wasn't anything technically wrong with this match, it didn't hold my interest and wasn't much better (if at all) than their SummerSlam encounter. The focus was clearly on Natalya and Carmella the entire time, so look for that to be the next SmackDown Women's title match at Hell in a Cell.
