Week of September 17, 2016
Match of the Week: Dean Ambrose vs. AJ Styles - Backlash, September 11
There is little doubt that the year of 2016 in WWE has belonged to AJ Styles. Nothing against Dean Ambrose, who has had an equally impressive year, but he simply didn't deliver during his time as WWE World Champion. He's had a slew of disappointing matches this year, whereas Styles has yet to contest a below-average match in WWE. His latest encounter against Ambrose was no exception as they produced an excellent match in the main event of Sunday's Backlash pay-per-view. And Styles by no means "carried" The Lunatic Fringe to a great match, either, as Amrbose more than held his own and had a stellar showing as well. To top it all off, AJ Styles is the new WWE World Champion! Regardless of how it happened, it happened. Something I thought I would never say in 2016. He was surely more than deserving of the honor. 

Superstar of the Week: Becky Lynch
Last Sunday's Backlash pay-per-view crowned a handful of new champions, including Becky Lynch. It was apparent to everyone that when the Brand Split was initially announced back in the month of May, Lynch would be one of its biggest beneficiaries. I don't know if WWE ever planned on her catching (straight) fire the way she did earlier this year, but the fact of the matter is, she did, and fans desperately wanted to see her win the title from Charlotte at the Royal Rumble and again at WrestleMania 32. Sadly, she fell short of victory on the grandest stage of them all, but the fans still supported her, and rallied behind The Lasskicker even when she was unsuccessful at Money in the Bank, Battleground and SummerSlam, leading her to become the inaugural SmackDown Women's Champion at Backlash. 

Show of the Week: WWE Backlash, September 11
I'm not sure what the general consensus was among everyone else, but I was personally excited for Backlash in the weeks leading up to it. Sure, I was slightly doubtful when I heard ahead of time that one of the top matches, Randy Orton vs. Bray Wyatt, would be pulled due to Orton still being injured from SummerSlam, but it ended up delivering in a major way. Every match on the card (with the obvious exception of Wyatt vs. Kane) had something special to offer and left me looking forward to how No Mercy can top it next month. In addition to an exceptional WWE World Championship main event, we witnessed Becky Lynch's crowning as SmackDown Women's Champion, a feel-good story come full circle with Heath Slater, and a very well-wrestled match between The Miz and Dolph Ziggler over the Intercontinental title. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· SmackDown Women's Championship Elimination Six Pack Challenge: I can guarantee you that if you held the same exact match with the women five or so years ago, it would have been an absolute train wreck. Not that everyone was a terrible wrestler back in the day, but their matches weren't booked well at all. Thankfully, the tides have turned in 2016 and the women have been prominently featured on the blue brand since SmackDown Live adapted its own distinctive roster. I appreciated how the eliminations weren't rushed and everything seemed to flow so nicely. As noted above, Lynch was definitely the right choice to lead the division on Tuesday nights.
· Heath Slater and Rhyno: If you told me three months ago that Slater would one of the most over people in the entire company and would be a tag team champion alongside Rhyno of all people, I would have never believed you. That said, Slater deserves credit for getting himself to this point and building up such a story to the point where fans desperately wanted to see him win the tag titles at Backlash. The Usos will have the straps around their waists at some point, I have no doubt about that, so I'm going to enjoy their reign while it lasts.
· Kevin Owens vs. Roman Reigns: It was fairly predictable the Clash of Champions main event would remain a one-on-one match between Owens and Seth Rollins, but you can never be so sure, so I liked the drama in the Owens and Reigns match and the nearfalls were suspenseful down the stretch. To boot, they had strong in-ring chemistry and I hope this isn't the last time we see them in the ring together. The finish was effective in giving Owens another nice win while bringing back Rusev and furthering his feud with Reigns. I'm glad they're not moving on from that after what happened at SummerSlam.
· Chris Jericho and Sami Zayn: I've been complaining for weeks that it was a crime WWE hasn't been doing much with Zayn, but I'm ecstatic he finally found direction, especially in a feud with Jericho. Their Highlight Reel segment was everything it needed to be and both exhibited remarkable mic work. They have had a handful of awesome matches this year and I'm sure they'll deliver another instant classic at Clash of Champions come next Sunday.
· Samoa Joe and Shinsuke Nakamura: I didn't think it was possible for Joe to get any better after his NXT Championship reign, but apparently he can. Him showing respect toward Nakamura only to brutalize him was brilliant. And the attack was intense, too. We have never seen Nakamura so vulnerable before, so Joe has the upper hand over him going into their eventual rematch. Speaking of which, I'm glad that it appears they'll be holding Joe vs. Nakamura II on an upcoming episode of NXT TV and not at TakeOver: Toronto. That's over two months away, and I want Joe to lose the rematch as soon as possible so he can be promoted up to the main roster.
This Week's Low Points
· Bray Wyatt vs. Kane: There were so many things wrong with what happened at Backlash between Wyatt, Kane and Randy Orton that I could write several paragraphs about it, but I'll try to condense my ranting thoughts into just one. Firstly, it was incredibly asinine of the company to promote a match they didn't didn't know for a fact could happen due to Orton's injury, and worse yet, they replaced Orton with Kane. Needless to say, their No Holds Barred bout was beyond boring, and to top it all off, Kane won! I realize you had to make it up to the live crowd because Orton wasn't in action as advertised, but it didn't do Wyatt any favors.
· Jinder Mahal vs. Jack Swagger: Other than when he beat Heath Slater in his first match back, I don't think Mahal had won a televised match prior to Monday's Raw. I couldn't have cared less that he was back, but I did understand he was being utilized as an enhancement talent, and that was fine. But now WWE expects us to get behind him all of a sudden and believe he has credibility after beating Swagger. I truly hope it was more a matter of telling a story with Swagger leaving for SmackDown Live than it was an attempt to push Mahal.
· Epico vs. Enzo Amore: It seems as if WWE is in the mindset that if they give The Shining Stars a bunch of victories over an established team such as Enzo and Big Cass, then fans will start to see them as a threat. Well, it doesn't work that way. If anything, I hate that Enzo and Cass are being dragged down by them in these meaningless matches. The duo is already extremely over, so why squander that by putting them in a program with a dead duo? Here's hoping this is a one-off feud for Clash of Champions and they return to the WWE Tag Team Championship picture shortly thereafter.
· Randy Orton attacks Erick Rowan: As much as I disliked what they did in the Orton and Wyatt angle at Backlash, I was fine with what happened on SmackDown Live... until Rowan came out to ambush Orton. Apparently, Rowan and Wyatt have been on good terms this entire time, but I could have sworn that Wyatt severed ties with him almost a month ago, and they haven't been seen together since. There is little logic in all of this and I'm not sure what to think anymore.
· The Authors of Pain vs. Chris Payne and Doug Sessa: I was being generous before in not putting their squash matches in the "Low Points" column, especially after they showed signs of improvement in their feud with American Alpha earlier in the summer, but they have done nothing of note since then. It looked like they were headed for a feud with TM-61, but officials must have realized that wasn't a wise idea when they need to start building TM-61 up as potential challengers to the tag titles soon. This was a standard squash match, but moreover, it bugs me we have yet to hear from Paul Ellering. If he isn't going to speak, then what's the point of having him around?
