Week of September 21, 2019
Match of the Week: Velveteen Dream vs. Roderick Strong: NXT North American Championship Match - NXT, September 18
There were a lot of great matches to choose from this week for this award, but Velveteen Dream and Roderick Strong's NXT North American Championship clash on Wednesday's loaded episode of NXT entertained me the most. Strong narrowly fell short of becoming the champion back at TakeOver: Toronto II, so he had another chance to get the job done here. They had a ton of time to work with and more than made the most of it. The action was exciting, and thanks to some help from the rest of Undisputed Era, Strong was able to secure the victory and his first singles title in NXT. 

Superstar of the Week: Bray Wyatt
I will argue all day that Bray Wyatt and his "Fiend" persona are the hottest act in all of WWE right now. I just don't think anyone else comes close. That was practically proven this past week when Wyatt ambushed Seth Rollins at the end of Clash of Champions, ending the event on a high note in the process. In staking his claim at the Universal Championship, it was made official the next night on Raw that he will go for the gold at Hell in a Cell next month. As if that wasn't enough, he later laid out Kane (yes, Kane!) in the final few minutes of the show. His stock could not be higher. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, September 18
It's safe to say that this was a strong week for WWE programming. Every show (except for maybe 205 Live) was above-average, though I personally found NXT to be the best of the bunch. It was the black-and-gold brand's grand debut on USA Network and they ushered in the new era with a bang. Between the NXT North American Championship changing hands to the surprise appearances to the fun matches to the chaotic ending, it was everything I hoped it would be and so much more. NXT is off to a stellar start on the new network and I hope they can keep it up going forward.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Becky Lynch vs. Sasha Banks: This was the match that stole the show at Clash of Champions in my opinion. Then again, that should have come as no surprise considering their bout had a better build than any other going into the event. The bad blood between them felt real, they brought the intensity, and the crowd ate up everything they did. I was far from the only one who thought Banks was winning the Raw Women's Championship, so there was plenty of suspense throughout. I'm normally not a fan of non-finishes on pay-per-view, but this one was well executed. They'll now meet in a rematch at Hell in a Cell.
· Roman Reigns vs. Erick Rowan: I can't believe I'm putting this in the "Highlights" column, but I have to give these guys credit for producing a way better match than I originally anticipated. They definitely benefited from the No Disqualification stipulation by taking their fight all over the arena and managing to keep things interesting. Of course, the best part about this was the return of Luke Harper, which shocked the hell out of me. I figured we'd never see him in WWE again, but I love that he's reunited with Rowan.
· Baron Corbin vs. Chad Gable: The entire King of the Ring tournament was a ton of fun from an in-ring standpoint and I was happy that it ended on such a high note with this exciting outing. Personally, I was pulling for a Gable victory, but he looked strong enough in defeat that I didn't mind Corbin winning King of the Ring instead. In fact, Corbin has done so well throughout this tourney that I'm hoping he can maintain this momentum going forward by ditching any cowardly elements of his character and becoming more dominant.
· Sasha Banks and Bayley vs. Alexa Bliss and Nikki Cross: Bliss and Cross have been booked well for the most part since they won the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship, but not many of their matches have been all that great. That said, this was their most memorable match as champions yet I thought and the result was what it needed to be. This should lead to Banks and Bayley getting a shot at the straps sooner rather than later, perhaps as early as next week's Raw.
· Brock Lesnar challenges Kofi Kingston for the WWE Championship: First of all, the six-man tag team match that preceded this with The New Day beating Randy Orton and The Revival was very entertaining. Secondly, Lesnar resurfacing afterward and challenging Kingston to a WWE Championship match on SmackDown's debut show on FOX came completely out of nowhere (but in a good way). It's funny because many of us assumed that was a possibility months ago when Lesnar was Mr. Money in the Bank, but he cashed in before it could be announced. Either way, I'm a big fan of Lesnar wrestling on WWE TV again, as it's huge attraction for the special occasion. I think it's safe to say Kingston's chances of successfully retaining are slim to none.
· Candice LeRae vs. Io Shirai vs. Mia Yim vs. Bianca Belair: Kicking off NXT's USA Network debut with the women's division was a smart call. All four of these ladies are excellent and this Fatal 4-Way was fantastic. There was never a dull moment and the crowd was happy to see LeRae win. LeRae vs. Shayna Baszler for the NXT Women's Championship is a huge hook for the October 2nd episode that will air opposite of AEW.
· Lio Rush vs. Oney Lorcan: I'm curious if this means WWE will slowly begin to merge 205 Live with NXT, and if this match was any indication of what they can add to the program, I'm all for the move. Rush has been absent from WWE programming for months and his return couldn't have come off better. His upcoming WWE Cruiserweight Championship clash with Drew Gulak should be outstanding.
This Week's Low Points
· AJ Styles vs. Cedric Alexander: I actually enjoyed this outing quite a bit for as long as it lasted, but it definitely could have been better with more time. I'm honestly not sure why it was slotted on the Kickoff show instead of the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship match or something equally irrelevant, especially since Clash of Champions emanated from Alexander's hometown of Charlotte. I loved how Alexander went straight after Styles as soon as the bell rang, but Styles dominating from that point forward and winning decisively was disappointing. I was fine with Alexander losing, but the finish was flat, to say the least.
· Bayley vs. Charlotte Flair: I understand this was supposed to be more of an angle than a true match, but it was underwhelming, nonetheless. We've seen some great matches from Flair and Bayley in the past, so I was hoping they'd be able to recreate that magic here (albeit with the roles reversed). Unfortunately, their matchup was rushed and Bayley won within a matter of minutes. On the bright side, Bayley finally showed some heel tendencies by cheating to beat Flair before running away with the title belt. That got a kick out of me.
· Alexa Bliss and Nikki Cross vs. Fire and Desire: To their credit, Bliss and Cross are actually entertaining together, but as noted in the "Highlights" column, they haven't had too many memorable moments as WWE Women's Tag Team Champions yet. Their matches are usually average and not much more than that, including this one. It was one of the weaker matchups on the Clash of Champions card, which was made evident when 24/7 Champion R-Truth and the rest of the undercard competitors got involved.
· Mike Kanellis vs. Ricochet and Rusev: I found Raw to be quite good this week on the whole, but the stuff with Mike and Maria Kanellis continues to be total trash. A baby gender reveal party? Really? Thankfully, Kanellis vs. Ricochet was kept relatively brief, but there was no reason for it to happen in the first place. I'm happy to see Rusev back, but if he's going to be Maria's "baby daddy," then I'd rather he go back to sitting out the rest of his contract. None of this has been compelling TV.
· Braun Strowman crashes the Tag Team Summit: In case you needed additional evidence that WWE couldn't care less about their tag team divisions, here you go. I thought both the Raw and SmackDown Tag Team Championship matches at Clash of Champions were well wrestled, but this was a step backward. Strowman is WWE's biggest loser right now coming off his latest unsuccessful attempt to become Universal Champion and I have no desire to see him re-enter the tag team scene. I have no clue where he goes from here, but using him to knock the tag team champions down a few pegs hurt any momentum The Revival, Robert Roode and Dolph Ziggler had. Roode escaped unscathed, but that's the only positive thing I can say about this segment.
· Lacey Evans vs. Dana Brooke: On one hand, it's nice to see a storyline in the women's division that isn't over a championship. Then again, Evans vs. Natalya has been beyond boring so far. Their matches are mediocre at best and because they've split victories in recent weeks, neither of them have benefited. This was designed to get Evans back on track after losing to Natalya the week prior, but it ended up feeling like filler.
· Shane McMahon and Kevin Owens: It's the rivalry that will never end. I suppose it makes sense for Owens to pursue legal action since Shane technically assaulted an "official" last week on SmackDown Live, but it doesn't make Owens look like a badass babyface in the slightest. I'm just ready for Owens to beat him again so we can move on from this feud and Shane can take time off from WWE TV.
