Week of September 26, 2020

Match of the Week:
NXT Championship No. 1 Contender's Gauntlet Eliminator Match (NXT, September 23)
There can be no doubt that NXT's next TakeOver special is coming up quick and that the black-and-gold brand definitely rushed the build to the event, especially since this number one contender's Gauntlet Eliminator seemed to come out of nowhere. That said, this wound up being a wonderful main event and it helped that the outcome wasn't predictable. Kushida, Cameron Grimes, Bronson Reed, Timothy Thatcher and ultimate winner Kyle O'Reilly all had strong showings and I liked the layout a lot. The final stretch with Grimes and O'Reilly was extra entertaining and O'Reilly pulling out the victory was a pleasant surprise. O'Reilly vs. Finn Balor should be stellar. 

Superstar of the Week:
Candice LeRae
Kyle O'Reilly wasn't the only new number one contender crowned on NXT this week, as a women's Battle Royal was also held to determine NXT Women's Champion Io Shirai's next challenger at TakeOver 31. My money was on Rhea Ripley, and to her credit, she eliminated a ton of competitors along with Raquel Gonzalez. Of course, they eliminated each other, so it came down to Candice LeRae and Shotzi Blackheart instead. LeRae just barely managed to eke out the win by dumping Blackheart to the floor, meaning we'll be getting another round of Shriai vs. LeRae at TakeOver next weekend.
Show of the Week:
Friday Night SmackDown, September 25
Although this week's NXT did an effective job of building toward TakeOver 31 and making multiple matches official for the card, I found Friday's SmackDown to be slightly better on the whole (and don't even get me started on Raw, which was an absolutely awful show and arguably one of the worst all year). The blue brand has been producing some great content lately and its latest episode was no exception. I didn't previously have high hopes for Clash of Champions, but I'm at least now looking forward to the SmackDown side of things on the show. The Triple Threat match was terrific and the closing angle with Roman Reigns and Jey Uso was even better. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Apollo Crews vs. Cedric Alexander: I'm aware that I'm stretching with this one as it wasn't an instant classic by any means, but Raw was so horrid this week that I'm going to be generous by including it in the "Highlights" column. It was a well-wrestled affair while it lasted, though I wish they would have gotten more time. I didn't have an issue with Alexander losing because it was via a roll-up and because Crews needed a win before his rematch with Bobby Lashley on Sunday.
· Sami Zayn vs. Jeff Hardy vs. AJ Styles: I strongly questioned doing this Triple Threat on SmackDown two days before they have another Triple Threat at Clash of Champions, but I guess WWE figured the difference was that this wasn't a Ladder match and that will be. Nonetheless, this was an entertaining opener to the show and Zayn winning was the right call, as he hasn't really won anything of importance since returning aside from being golden on the mic.
· Roman Reigns attacks Jey Uso: Reigns and Uso continue to have the best story in all of WWE right now. Change my mind. Needless to say, Reigns has been killing it in the heel role and should have turned a long time ago if this is what we were always going to get from him. Even Uso has surprised me with what he's been able to do on his own, especially from a talking standpoint. I'm looking forward to their match at Clash of Champions more than any other on the card.
· Matt Riddle vs. King Corbin: It's the feud that just won't end. On the bright side, they have quality chemistry together and I enjoyed this outing as much as their match from Payback. Riddle finds himself in a bit of hot water at the moment, so maybe that's what contributed to the decision to have him lose. Either way, I didn't love Corbin beating him, but the fact is that Corbin needs to win once in a while, too. Now he just needs to ditch the dumb king gimmick.
· Tommaso Ciampa vs. Jake Atlas: This was a rematch from a recent episode of NXT where Ciampa completely squashed Atlas, so I was glad this was a bit more competitive. Atlas scored plenty of offense before eating defeat and the end result was what it should have been. As of now, Ciampa hasn't been added to TakeOver, nor does it look like he will be with Kyle O'Reilly (who he previously teased feuding with) now busy with NXT Champion Finn Balor.
This Week's Low Points
· RETRIBUTION reveal: It's hard to keep my thoughts on this to just one paragraph, but in short, I absolutely hated the RETRIBUTION reveal on Monday's Raw. Most fans figured who was behind the masks, but they apparently have new names now to go along with their stupid attire and appearance. WWE has largely botched this RETRBITUION angle since the summer and this was the biggest botch in the storyline yet. To say I don't care would be a massive understatement.
· Seth Rollins and the Mysterio family: WWE attempted to recreate Rey Mysterio's storyline with Eddie Guerrero from 15 years ago in this segment by having Rollins claim that Dominik and Aaliyah aren't related to Rey, and it sucked. The program peaked a month ago at Payback and it's been gradually going downhill since then because the company has clearly run out of ideas for them. Along with RETRIBUTION's reveal, this garbage only added to Raw being an awful show this week.
· Drew McIntyre vs. Keith Lee: It pains me to put this in the "Low Points" column, but I feel like I have to considering WWE managed to make a match that should have been great and turned it into a total afterthought. The booking of Lee on the main roster so far has been strange and I don't understand all the non-finishes in his matches. Yes, WWE wants to protect him, but it's ultimately hurting him in my opinion. This was one giant mess that benefited nobody whatsoever.
· Alexa Bliss vs. Lacey Evans: This wasn't as egregiously bad as everything above from Raw, but it was definitely one of the weaker parts of SmackDown on Friday. The match was whatever as both women are supposed to be heels and the in-ring action wasn't interesting. On the bright side, the stuff with Bliss and Bray Wyatt has been well done, except for the silly trance Bliss often finds herself in. If they can ditch that stupid aspect of the storyline, it would be much better.
· Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Gran Metalik: I'm sure Nakamura and Cesaro vs. The Lucha House Party at Clash of Champions will be well wrestled, but the booking here was bizarre. How is Metalik losing decisively to Nakamura supposed to make viewers think they have a chance of becoming SmackDown Tag Team Champions? I'm aware that WWE is trying to tease tension within Kalisto in Lucha House Party and that's fine, but it makes you wonder why these guys are getting a title shot.
