Week of September 28, 2019
Match of the Week: Universal Championship No. 1 Contender's Fatal 5-Way Elimination Match - Raw, September 23
Does it make much sense to hold a Universal Championship match on Raw five days before "The Fiend" Bray Wyatt goes for the gold at Hell in a Cell? Not really, but I'm not complaining, especially since Monday's Fatal 5-Way was fantastic. The order of eliminations was logical and everyone got to shine at one point or another. It really got good once it came down to Robert Roode and Rey Mysterio. Both guys are realistic opponents for Rollins, so the crowd was hanging on every nearfall and they had tremendous chemistry. Mysterio's win left me looking for to him and Rollins next week. 

Superstar of the Week: Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch
Oney Lorcan has been making the rounds lately on 205 Live and NXT. Not only did he pull double duty once again this week, his buddy Danny Burch did as well. They first knocked off WWE Cruiserweight Champion Drew Gulak and Tony Nese in an exciting main event on 205 Live, showing that when the odds are even, Lorcan can get the best of those two. They then rode that wave of momentum into NXT where they beat newcomers Ever-Rise in a fun little match. I wouldn't be surprised if they have the NXT Tag Team Championship firmly in their sights. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, September 23
It wasn't that long ago that Raw winning this award would have been seen as blasphemous, but as I've mentioned before, the quality of the show has improved significantly in the last few months. I especially enjoyed Monday's episode, which featured plenty of hype for next week's huge "season premiere" as well as the Hell in a Cell pay-per-view. The final hour in particular was phenomenal with the aforementioned Fatal 5-Way and The Fiend laying out Braun Strowman to close out the night. I'm anxiously anticipating next week's loaded show and hope that it won't fall flat. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins vs. Braun Strowman: I wasn't originally a fan of WWE doing this match again for the main event of this week's Raw, but it turned out to be an entertaining encounter. I still don't take Strowman seriously as a threat to Rollins or anyone else (even though he came close to winning this matchup), but I will admit that these two have quality chemistry together and that Rollins sells exceptionally well for Strowman's offense. Bray Wyatt laying out Strowman at the end was tremendous and allowed him to maintain momentum. And no, I don't think Strowman should be added to Rollins vs. Wyatt at Hell in a Cell.
· Baron Corbin vs. Chad Gable: I'm thrilled that this feud isn't over yet. Their clash in the King of the Ring finals last week was a real treat and that magic carried over into this outing. It wasn't quite as strong, but they captured the crowd, nonetheless. Gable winning by disqualification gives me hope that a rematch is planned, hopefully for the Hell in a Cell pay-per-view. The king gimmick fits Corbin a lot better than I thought it would, and Gable is benefiting from working with someone as hated as him.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Erick Rowan: Although Bryan was involved, I didn't have high hopes for this, simply because Rowan has never been known for his exceptional in-ring ability. That said, he exceeded expectations with his performance against Roman Reigns at Clash of Champions and once again fared well for himself on SmackDown Live when he faced off with Bryan. It was a nicely paced match that the crowd was into. Furthermore, Luke Harper's interference protected Bryan in defeat and gave Rowan another huge victory.
· Humberto Carrillo vs. Angel Garza: Considering these two are legitimately cousins, it was hardly a surprise that they killed it against each other this week. Garza has appeared on 205 Live once before, and assuming the Cruiserweight division is still around by the end of the year, I wouldn't be opposed to him joining full-time at some point. This was a very fun match that ended in a victory for Carrillo, which should earn him another shot at the WWE Cruiserweight Championship.
· Matt Riddle vs. Killian Dain: Their main event on NXT last week ended in chaos, so general manager William Regal declared that they face off again this week in another Street Fight to determine who will face Adam Cole for the NXT Championship on next week's episode. It was as exciting as I figured it would be. Both men pushed each other to their absolute limits and made excellent use of the stipulation. Of course, Riddle winning was the right outcome and I'm looking forward to seeing what Riddle and Cole will bring to the table opposite of AEW's debut on TNT. This was the perfect way to cap off NXT's first hour. Hopefully NXT can continue to deliver top-notch wrestling like this every week going forward in this upcoming "Wednesday Night War."
· Keith Lee vs. Dominik Dijakovic: Holy hell! I loved their first two matches and the third installment in their ongoing rivalry did not disappoint. This was all action and the crowd ate up everything they did. With Lee winning decisively (handing Dijakovic his first loss in NXT in the process), they are now tied with two victories apiece. A rubber match has to happen sometime soon, right?
This Week's Low Points
· Rusev vs. EC3: I don't use this word lightly, but EC3 has been absolutely buried on WWE's main roster and this match was proof of that. The worst part is that he was never given a chance upon getting called up earlier this year. Instead, he's been relegated to jobber status and barely appears on Raw. When he does, it's so he can lose to someone in under a minute or get destroyed (or chase the 24/7 Champion, but that hardly counts). Anyone who is aware of his work in NXT and IMPACT knows how talented he is and it pains me to see those skills go to waste. Fingers crossed the upcoming WWE Draft is kind to him.
· Lacey Evans vs. Ember Moon: Moon is in a spot similar to EC3 but not nearly as bad. She too had a high ceiling coming out of the Superstar Shake-Up where she ended up on SmackDown and even vied for the SmackDown Women's Championship at SummerSlam. Unfortunately, it was all downhill following her loss to Bayley and it was sad to see her lose to Evans on Raw. I realize Evans is the one they're pushing right now, but her current program with Natalya doesn't do anything for me in the slightest.
· Kevin Owens and Shane McMahon: Dear WWE, please end this atrocious angle already! I realize that it may finally be wrapping up on Friday when they go head-to-head in that Ladder match, but who's to say Shane won't get reinstated somehow after he loses? This was a stupid segment that did little to get excited about their rematch. Shane still being around is damaging enough, but Owens has cooled off considerably since this feud started. It's high time he put this rivalry to rest and move on to bigger and better things.
· The New Day vs. The B-Team: While there wasn't anything technically wrong with this match, it felt like filler ahead of SmackDown's move to Fox next week and the Draft the week after that. New Day knocked off Randy Orton and The Revival on the last episode of SmackDown Live, but they didn't say anything about wanting the belts back on Tuesday night. Instead, it was just business as usual. The B-Team are the ultimate losers, so obviously a win over them means nothing.
· The Kabuki Warriors vs. Fire and Desire: Man, WWE's women's tag team division is in shambles. Props to current champions Alexa Bliss and Nikki Cross for being entertaining together, but they have zero opposition at the moment. The Kabuki Warriors finally returned to TV after many months away from SmackDown and emerged victorious over Fire and Desire, but the match wasn't very good. I applaud their effort, but it's hard to get behind any of these teams when the titles they're fighting for lack importance. I'd much rather see Asuka and Kairi Sane go their separate ways in the upcoming Draft and be put in contention for either the Raw or SmackDown Women's Championships. Their alliance with Paige sadly hasn't done them any favors since April.
· Cameron Grimes vs. Raul Mendoza: To his credit, Grimes is a very skilled competitor, but he just bores me to tears as a character. Perhaps it's because we know nothing about him, but it's weird that the runner-up in the NXT Breakout Tournament is on NXT TV more often than the actual winner Jordan Myles is. In all honesty, I was more impressed with Mendoza during this match than Grimes.
