Week of September 29, 2018
Match of the Week: Dolph Ziggler and Drew McIntyre vs. The Revival: Raw Tag Team Championship Match - Raw, September 24
There were a handful of matches this week in WWE that I enjoyed, but I specifically chose to spotlight this Raw Tag Team Championship clash because of how it exceeded my expectations and apparently impressed officials backstage according to reports. Of course, I was well aware of what Dolph Ziggler, Drew McIntyre and The Revival were capable of, but I didn't know the audience would be as into the exciting action as they were considering it was two heel tag teams doing battle. Hopefully The Revival are given more chances to shine in the future.
Superstar of the Week: Lio Rush
"The Man of the Hour" Lio Rush has taken WWE by storm in the few short months he has been on the main roster for. In addition to going undefeated on 205 Live and dominating the Cruiserweight ranks, he has also made his presence felt on Monday Night Raw by aligning with Bobby Lashley as his manager. They have been a treat to watch since joining forces and this past week was no different with Rush evading the wrath of Elias and Kevin Owens. Plus, he picked up another victory on Tuesday's 205 Live over Noam Dar. There's no telling what this up-and-comer will do next.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, September 26
NXT kicked off a fresh batch of tapings this week and continued to build toward TakeOver: WarGames II in two months time. Not only did everything on the episode serve some sort of a purpose, the crowd was hot all night long and therefore I was thoroughly entertained. Highlights including Otis Dozovic taking Tommaso Ciampa to the limit in the main event, Undisputed Era confronting William Regal, and Street Profits and The Mighty facing off in a rubber match. If you're frustrated with the weekly happenings on Raw and SmackDown Live, NXT is the show for you.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The Shield vs. Baron Corbin and AOP: As noted, I found it incredibly difficult to care about Roman Reigns' Universal Championship defense versus Corbin on last week's Raw due to their lack of chemistry. However, I thought this week's Raw main event pitting The Shield against Corbin and AOP was great. The Shield's six-man tag team matches were a recurring Raw highlight throughout 2013 and 2014 and it's apparent they still have that same magic several years later. AOP also deserve credit for having such a strong showing and looking like a threat to The Shield even in defeat, so I'm glad they gained something.
· Samoa Joe invades AJ Styles' home: I had high hopes for the WWE Championship contract signing on SmackDown Live because the verbal exchange (and subsequent brawl) between Styles and Joe would have been epic. Instead, Joe journeyed to the Styles residence to play more mind games with the WWE Champion. I wish they would get the focus back on the belt before WWE Super Show-Down, but I can't complain about Joe knocking it out of the park again with his promo and leaving viewers with a massive cliffhanger.
· Truth TV with R-Truth, Carmella, Daniel Bryan and The Miz: Most people would probably expect me to include this in the "Low Points" section because of Truth's involvement, but I actually really liked SmackDown starting off with this. Sure, I wouldn't want to see it every week, but it was one of the more bearable and honestly entertaining segments I've seen Truth a part of in recent memory, not to mention that it successfully furthered the feud between Bryan and Miz ahead of their one-on-one encounter at Super Show-Down. This was wonderful all around.
· Mustafa Ali vs. Hideo Itami: I loved the storytelling in the last match Ali and Itami had against each other and they once again ripped it up on Tuesday's 205 Live. Ali is so perfect in the underdog babyface role while ruthless, aggressive Itami is my favorite Itami. My only issue with it was that ended in a double count-out, but obviously, that was done to keep the program alive and build to another matchup sometime soon.
· Tommaso Ciampa vs. Otis Dozovic: On paper, I assumed this would be a one-sided squash with Ciampa making short work of Dozovic. Instead, it was quite the enjoyable affair with Dozovic getting a ton of offense over Ciampa. It didn't make the NXT Champion look weak, either. Dozovic has largely been featured in tag team competition since arriving in NXT, so it was a breath of fresh air to see him come across like a threat to a top-tier talent in one-on-one action. I don't know if that's where his future is, but more breakout performances like this would do him a world of good. The crowd being behind him throughout the bout was definitely telling as well, even if they were well aware they was zero chance he was scoring an upset victory over the NXT champ.
This Week's Low Points
· Natalya and The Bella Twins vs. The Riott Squad: As a match, this likely would have ended up in the "Low Points" section anyway because there was nothing special about it. Plus, it was essentially the same bout we'll be seeing at WWE Super Show-Down except with Natalya replacing Ronda Rousey. However, my biggest knock against this was the infamous Brie Bella botch, which was completely unacceptable. Accidents do happen, and her accidentally injuring Liv Morgan once was understandable, but Brie should have realized her mistake and stopped herself before delivering another legit kick to Morgan.
· Finn Balor vs. Jinder Mahal: This wasn't a terrible match by any means, but it simply served no purpose. Yes, Balor and Mahal will be on opposite teams in next week's Mixed Match Challenge, but who could possibly care about that? What does winning the Mixed Match Challenge even mean? I don't mind Mahal not being involving in anything of note on Raw because he does nothing for me, but Balor being directionless is definitely disheartening. He deserves a lot better creatively and shouldn't be spinning his wheels right now.
· Chad Gable vs. Konnor: I mentioned earlier this month that I was actually a proponent of the Gable and Bobby Roode tandem, and I am. I like the clash of styles there and it's better than them being left off Raw every week. That said, any momentum Gable has generated up to this point went to waste on Monday night when he lost to Konnor of The Ascension clean one-on-one. In case you're curious, I can't remember any other time in the last four years that Konnor won a singles match, so that basically sends the message that Gable is just another enhancement talent.
· Asuka and Naomi vs. Mandy Rose and Sonya Deville: This was largely a harmless match, but I still find it difficult to get invested in this angle with Asuka, Naomi and The IIconics. The mic work from Billie Kay and Peyton Royce continues to be trash, Naomi has virtually no character development, and Asuka has fallen far from where she was six months ago. I have zero interest in the upcoming tag team matchup at Super Show-Down.
· Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Tye Dillinger: In all honesty, I was actually looking forward to this match because how well they've worked together in the past. Well, we didn't end up getting much of a matchup before Randy Orton interfered and caused the contest to be thrown out. Orton has gone on the record in saying that he is aiming to eliminate every fan favorite on the roster, but I wouldn't constitute Dillinger as a big enough babyface for him to target. In fact, Dillinger hasn't been relevant in at least a year, so he was certainly an odd choice. I also didn't disagree with Orton when he claimed that he was tired of the "Perfect 10 crap." Here's hoping Orton vs. Dillinger won't be a full-fledged feud but rather a one-off outing on next week's SmackDown Live.
