Week of September 3, 2016
Match of the Week: Roman Reigns vs. Seth Rollins vs. Kevin Owens vs. Big Cass: WWE Universal Championship Fatal 4-Way Match - Raw, August 29
It seems as if we've been treated to an abundance of fantastic Fatal 4-Way matches in 2016, from the one the night after WrestleMania 32 to the one at Extreme Rules to the two held immediately after Battleground. The main event of this week's Raw, which was to determine a new WWE Universal Champion following Finn Balor's reluctant relinquishing of the coveted title, was no exception. Roman Reigns, Seth Rollins, Kevin Owens and Big Cass all had gold on their mind, and the added elimination stipulation made the match all the more entertaining. The entire match was exciting, but once things truly started to intensify once Big Cass was eliminated and then Triple H returned. Although it looked like he would aid Rollins to victory, he shockingly turned on his longtime protege to allow Owens to score the victory and his first world title in WWE. 

Superstar of the Week: Kevin Owens
It was evident from the get-go that Kevin Owens had every tool necessary to be a breakout star in WWE; all he needed was the backing of the company. His main roster run was off to a strong start with a win over Kevin Owens, but his momentum seemed to falter ever so slightly in the remainder of 2015. He had two fun reigns as Intercontinental Champion, but he belonged at the main event level. Thankfully, he was finally granted his chance on this Monday's Raw in the Fatal 4-Way match to crown a new WWE Universal Champion, and he surely took full advantage of the opportunity. With some help from a returning Triple H, Owens capitalized on a downed Seth Rollins to score his first ever world title in WWE, much to the elation to the audience. It's official, folks: Raw has now become The Kevin Owens Show! 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, August 29
Despite the fantastic finish to Monday's Raw, I'd still say it was on par with SmackDown Live from Tuesday. Since the start of the Brand Extension, fans have been constantly asking which brand is better, and it truly is tough to tell. SmackDown Live featured plenty of solid storyline progression and effective hype for Backlash next Sunday, but I thought on the whole, Raw delivered a better and more entertaining wrestling show. The third hour was largely forgettable up until the main event, but the first two hours were actually quite good. The excellent outing between Chris Jericho and Neville, the fun Bayley and New Day alliance, and the second match in Cesaro vs. Sheamus Best of 7 Series were factors in Raw being the superior show this week. Meanwhile, NXT was barely newsworthy and wasn't even close to consideration. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Chris Jericho vs. Neville: You can't watch this match and not tell me that Neville is underrated. He has always been an exceptional wrestler, but it seems he hasn't been given the right opportunities to showcase those skills until now. He had a hell of a match with Kevin Owens last week before having a repeat performance versus Jericho this week. This was the barn-burner of a bout I was hoping from these two when they went one-on-one back in the month of Match, and after this amazing matchup, they must turn it into a full-fledged feud. Jericho's partner Owens is currently busy at the moment anyway, and it would give Neville the direction he has desperately needed.
· The New Day and Bayley vs. The Club and Dana Brooke: The match may not have been a technical masterpiece, but I enjoyed the hell out of it alone for the extremely entertaining alliance between Bayley and New Day. They played off each other very well, and the crowd was solidly behind the trio throughout the bout. Unfortunately, The Club have zero momentum at the moment. They have been beaten by New Day at every turn, so I have no clue how anyone can take them seriously as threats to the titles at this point.
· The Miz and Dolph Ziggler: Words can't describe how happy I am that they are continuing along with the Miz angle that began on last week's Talking Smack. They could have very easily moved on from it, so thankfully that isn't the case. I'm not at all disappointed Daniel Bryan won't be involved, though, simply because we know he won't be wrestling ever again in WWE. I can only get so excited about another program between Ziggler and Miz, but on the bright side, they always deliver great matches and I assume their championship clash at Backlash will be no exception.
· Randy Orton and Bray Wyatt: There is a decent chance that this feud can become boring if the promos and/or matches fall flat, but it has been so far, so good. Their latest encounter on Tuesday's SmackDown was very good, and both men brought their A-game on the microphone. Wyatt just needs to be motivated and he's golden, whereas Orton has been on an absolute roll since returning in July. Now the question is who will go over in their Backlash match.
· The Revival and Tomasso Ciampa: I appreciated the steps NXT took in building toward the future on this week's show by debuting a few new unknown names, but it wasn't the most exciting hour of wrestling. That said, the highlight of the night by far was The Revival's ambush on Ciampa. They are downright some of the best heels in the business right now, and they know how to elicit the right type of heat from audience. Is a tag team title rematch imminent between Revival and Ciampa and Johnny Gargano? Their initial encounter was so sensational that I'd be disappointed if that wasn't where this was leading. Perhaps they can hold off until the next TakeOver.
This Week's Low Points
· Paul Heyman apologies to Stephanie McMahon: Although the ending to SummerSlam with Brock Lesnar and Randy Orton was incredibly underwhelming, I was actually looking forward to see where it would lead. Sadly, the aftermath has been atrocious thus far. Not only are Orton and Lesnar having their rematch at a non-televised house show later this month (?!), but the whole Heyman and Stephanie confrontation from Monday's Raw was beyond bizarre. Shouldn't Stephanie be happy that her brother was brutalized by The Beast Incarnate at the pay-per-view? Wasn't that the reason why she fined him a measly 500 bucks in the first place? I am so confused.
· Darren Young vs. Titus O'Neil: I feel bad including these two in the "Low Points" column every week, but in all honesty, they simply aren't delivering and fans aren't getting behind either of them in their respective roles. This match was yet another dud from them that was thankfully over in a matter of minutes and it didn't overstay its welcome, but who was this supposed to benefit? Young won the match, but O'Neil attacked him afterward, so it was virtually a lose-lose situation. Can we just reunite them as The Prime Time Players already?
· Kane and "the milkman": Yes, this was every bit as brutal as you'd expect it to be, but at least it served a purpose. I could honestly do without seeing Kane in a regular role on my TV in 2016, but I don't mind the idea of him crossing paths with Baron Corbin sometime soon, preferably at Backlash. I don't know how good the matches will be, but if nothing else, it will give Corbin more meaningful television time and build the credibility he needs as a singles star to eventually ascend to the main event scene where he can flourish. As long as Kane doesn't beat Corbin, I'm content.
· No Way Jose vs. Angelo Dawkins: This wasn't a bad match by any means, but I'm past the stage of seeing Jose compete against the enhancement talent of NXT. His feud with Austin Aries was a pleasant surprise, as was their TakeOver: Brooklyn match, but now I'm worried where he goes from here. If he continues to take part in meaningless matches such as this one in the future, his novelty will quickly wear off. This apparent program with Bobby Roode could have potential, though.
· Steve Cutler vs. Kenneth Crawford: It has been a long while since NXT last built up one of their own homegrown stars, and although I like that they're starting to do that again, I question who they're doing it with. Anyone who has watched NXT for a stretch of time might recognize Cutler, or at least the name, because he's been a jobber in the promotion for years. And for good reason, because he looks generic as hell. Nothing about him in this match made him stand out in a meaningful way, and maybe he'll develop a personality of his own over time, but a first impression is everything and he didn't leave me anxious to see more of him in the future.
