Week of September 5, 2015
Match of the Week: Kevin Owens vs. Cesaro - Raw, August 31
Of all the marquee matches WWE advertised at the start of Raw this week, they couldn't have bothered to hype this rematch from SummerSlam? Despite having little storyline support, Kevin Owens and Cesaro have had a fun feud over the last month and I thoroughly enjoyed their outing at SummerSlam. Thankfully, it wasn't the end of the line for the rivalry and they clashed once again this past Monday night. As expected, they put on a wrestling clinic and were given an ample amount of time to contest the barn-burner of a bout they're capable of having. Perhaps the best part about it was how Owens targeting the ribs of Cesaro early on ultimately led him to victory over The Swiss Superman by way of the Pop-up Powerbomb. Cesaro would sell the rib injury days later on SmackDown, so props for that as well. But now I ask, what's next? It was wise of WWE to not give Cesaro his win back just yet as I think it will mean more the longer they wait, but I'm interested to see where their program goes from here. I'd love to see them rekindle their rivalry over a title post-Night of Champions. 

Superstar of the Week: The Dudley Boyz
It's been over a decade in the making, but at last long, The Dudley Boyz have returned to WWE. It's a brilliant move by WWE to bring them back into the fold seeing how they still have plenty left in the tank if their stellar series of matches against The Hardy Boyz and The Wolves last summer in TNA were any indication. In fact, they're probably in better shape now than they were during their last run with WWE. The red-hot momentum from their critically acclaimed return carried over to this week in their match against The New Day on Raw that saw them emerge victorious and seemingly cement themselves as the new No. 1 contenders to the WWE Tag Team Championship. On SmackDown, they scored yet another win over the Prime Time Players, closing out yet another solid week for the record-setting nine-time tag team champions. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, August 31
Admit it: you were as afraid as I was that Raw this week would pale in comparison to last week's outstanding episode. I said it then and I'll say it again: it was the best edition of Raw all year, so how can you possibly follow that up? Obviously, it didn't come close to being as good, but it was still an above-average episode with a handful of rematches from SummerSlam and other memorable moments. For the second straight week, Sting made his presence felt when he explained his return to Raw last week and officially issued a challenge to WWE World Heavyweight Champion Seth Rollins, so his appearance alone gave the episode a special feel. Not only that, but The Dudley Boyz were in action on Raw for the first time in over a decade and Braun Strowman made his in-ring debut. That's not to say it was a perfect show, however, as the segments featuring Dolph Ziggler, Lana and Summer Rae were deplorable per usual and took away from the overall broadcast, but only ever so slightly. Here's hoping the quality of the program remains consistent in the fall. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The Dudley Boyz vs. The New Day: Before I even address the match, can we take a second to recognize just how great The New Day are? They're easily among the best acts in the company at the moment and their pre-match promo about "saving the tables" had me in stitches. These two teams are the perfect opponents because they play off each other so well. That was especially evident during their clash on Raw this week as it was a highly entertaining affair with the right team going over. It sets up the Dudleys as the new No. 1 contenders to the titles, but I'd assume we're getting a Triple Threat match at Night of Champions with Prime Time Players deserving of a rematch. 
· Braun Strowman: The jury was out on Strowman last week because as great of a fit he was for The Wyatt Family based off his unique look alone, it was unknown how well he'd fare in the ring. He never wrestled a single match on NXT, so you would never know how talented he was in the ring. As seen in his match against Dean Ambrose this week on Raw, he's certainly limited, but he's far from terrible, so that's acceptable. Besides, I'm sure he won't be wrestling an excess of singles matches anyway and Luke Harper can do most of the in-ring work.
· Cesaro vs. Sheamus: They've had better matches in the past, but I can't recall them ever contesting a match that was below-average. Cesaro and Sheamus have awesome in-ring chemistry together and this was another enjoyable encounter between the two as it was filled with plenty of hard-hitting action. My only complaint is that there wasn't much in the way of storyline progression as Kevin Owens was nowhere to be seen, unless this was meant to be the beginning of a feud between them. Then again, I hope that isn't the case given we've seen them feud in the past and both guys need wins right now.
· Stardust and The Ascension: I never thought I'd like a pairing between Stardust and The Ascension, but after seeing them stand together on SmackDown this week, I like the idea of them forming an alliance. It adds to Stardust's wacky act and lord knows The Ascension aren't doing anything right now, so why not? At the same time, it freshens up the feud between Stardust and Neville going forward.
· Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic: I absolutely love the idea of holding a tag team tournament in NXT in Dusty's memory. It was off to a solid start on this week's edition of NXT with the matches involving The Ascension (who strangely received a hero's welcome from the Full Sail University fans) and Baron Corbin and Rhyno as well as Neville, Solomon Crowe, Jason Jordan and Chad Gable. The latter team has impressed me immensely since their formation and I see big things on the horizon for them if they stay healthy. Neville and Crowe made for a strange pairing, but I'm hopeful it might lead to a heel turn for Crowe sooner rather than later. Either way, I'm excited for what the rest of this tournament will bring.
This Week's Low Points
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Rusev: I'm aware that it may look like I'm being way too harsh on this rivalry by putting it in the "Low Points" column week after week, but it truly is that awful. The acting from everyone involved has been atrocious as seen on Monday's Raw in the various campy backstage segments as well as on 'Miz TV.' It's a shame, too, because the matches haven't been that bad. It's just that there's zero reason for fans to care who wins because they're not really feuding over anything. It's a pointless program at this stage since no one is benefiting from it and it's been a glorified waste of time. Would it be too much to ask for this feud to end as soon as possible?
· Sting's logic: I was originally among those that believed it'd be better if Sting remained silent throughout his WWE run (or at least on the road to WrestleMania 31), but after hearing his last few promos on TV, I realized how much better of a talker he's become over the years (partly due to his time spent in TNA). While the delivery of his Raw promo was quite good, there was very little logic. I appreciated the attempt, but Sting kissing the ass of Triple H the entire time wasn't in line with what happened at WrestleMania and with what's happened since.
· Beat the Clock Challenge matches: This was certainly a step in the right direction, but there's still some work that needs to be done when it comes to the "Diva Revolution." I appreciate the effort to get the women on the show more, but I've never been a fan of the Beat the Clock Challenge concept because it always means shorter matches, making the total in-ring time for the women this week a whopping five minutes. None of the matches were particularly memorable as a result. On the bright side, I'm glad they're likely pushing the title match between Charlotte and Nikki Bella up before the record is broken.
· Alexa Bliss vs. Blue Pants: While this wasn't nearly as bad as the next match in this column, it was still far from good. The women in NXT are held to a higher standard because of the recent instant classics with Bayley, Sasha Banks, Charlotte and Becky Lynch. At the end of the day, however, it's developmental and Bliss' progress is coming along nicely, so I can't complain.
· Eva Marie vs. Billy Kay: I have to give Eva credit for at least attempting to improve her in-ring skills, and truthfully speaking, she's getting better. The issue is that she's improving at a very slow pace and she's making an excessive amount of botches in her matches, as seen in her match against Kay on NXT this week. She even botched a pin attempt toward the end! That was pretty embarrassing and a major indicator that it's too soon to be pushing her at the rate they are. It's fine if she continues to compete in enhancement matches for the next while, but if they plan to push her toward title contention in the near future, they're making a major mistake. She'd elicit mega heat if she beat Bayley for the belt before the end of the year.
