Week of September 5, 2020

Match of the Week:
Rey and Dominik Mysterio vs. Seth Rollins and Murphy (Payback, August 30)
I can confidently say that Rey Mysteiro, Dominik Mysterio, Seth Rollins and Murphy had not only the best bout at the Payback pay-per-view but also all week in WWE. This feud has been so well-crafted in recent months that I can't say I'm surprised they once again stole the show, especially coming off Dominik's critically-acclaimed debut against Rollins at SummerSlam. This thrilling tag team affair had entertaining action, strong storytelling and suspenseful moments from start to finish. Rey and Dominik worked wonderfully together as partners (despite it being the first time), but I hope they can now set their sights on tag team title gold and put this rivalry to rest.
Superstar of the Week:
Jey Uso
What a wild past seven days. Roman Reigns declared himself the newest "Paul Heyman Guy" last Friday before winning the Universal Championship in controversial fashion two days later at Payback. Now, a new number contender has been crowned in his cousin, Jey Uso, a surprising Superstar to be sure. The multi-time tag team champion resurfaced out of nowhere on Friday's SmackDown when it was determined that Big E couldn't compete in the Fatal 4-Way main event. Uso seized the opportunity by beating King Corbin, Sheamus and Matt Riddle to earn himself the golden opportunity at Clash of Champions.
Show of the Week:
Friday Night SmackDown, September 4
All eyes were on the blue brand this past Friday night coming off that shocking ending to the show the week before and it did not disappoint. In fact, it just may have been the best episode of SmackDown all year. Reigns followed up his heel turn in a promo with Paul Heyman which was great, the main event was enjoyable and saw Jey Uso emerge as the new number contender to the Universal Championship, the Intercontinental Championship picture progressed, and Bayley betrayed Sasha Banks in shocking fashion. I was left looking forward to next week, so fingers crossed SmackDown can maintain this momentum.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Apollo Crews vs. Bobby Lashley: I'm not sure why we didn't get this match at SummerSlam instead of Crews vs. MVP. Maybe WWE wanted to extend Crews' reign as United States Champion by a week? Regardless of the reason, I'm glad the star-spangled prize is finally around the waist of Lashley. That's on a slight on Crews, but Lashley has needed this for a while. It was a quality contest to boot. I wouldn't mind a rematch, but The Hurt Business should move on to new rivals.
· Keith Lee vs. Randy Orton: As a match, this wasn't anything special whatsoever. Hell, it barely went six minutes and seemed to end out of nowhere. That said, it ended exactly how it should have with Lee winning clean. I didn't expect that to happen, especially with Orton being number one contender to the WWE Championship again coming out of Raw, but good on WWE for having Lee win when it mattered most. The attire and entrance theme should be addressed next.
· Seth Rollins vs. Dominik Mysterio: Rollins was originally supposed to square off with Rey Mysterio on Raw in a rematch from Extreme Rules (albeit without the Eye for an Eye stipulation, thankfully), but Rey was apparently injured at Payback and Dominik had to replace him. While it wasn't quite on the level of their SummerSlam encounter, this was still stellar stuff from these two. Dominik looked impressive yet again and Rollins played his role remarkably well.
· Randy Orton vs. Keith Lee vs. Seth Rollins: These were the perfect three people to be fighting for the WWE Championship shot at Clash of Champions given the immense amount of talent involved. Of course, the outcome was never in doubt because of how Orton punted Drew McIntyre in the head three times the week prior, but that hardly hindered my enjoyment of this. Even better was how Lee was protected in defeat with Orton pinning Rollins to score the victory.
· Bayley attacks Sasha Banks: The WWE Women's Tag Team Championship rematch from Payback was better on SmackDown than it was at the pay-per-view, but the real focus was on what happened afterward. Every fan figured Bayley would betray Banks eventually, but I honestly didn't think it would happen this soon. I say "soon" even though they've been telling this story for years, but the timing of it was actually terrific. Let the build to their eventual match begin.
· Isiah "Swerve" Scott and Breezango vs. Legado del Fantasma: This would have been a fun six-man tag team match no matter what, but the Street Fight stipulation definitely added to the excitement. Everyone had their time to shine and the bout kicked off the Super Tuesday edition of NXT on a high note. I was happy the babyfaces were finally able to get one over on Legado del Fantamsa, and I assume Scott gets another title shot sooner rather than later.
This Week's Low Points
· "The Fiend" Bray Wyatt vs. Braun Strowman vs. Roman Reigns: Don't get me wrong, I have absolutely no problem with Reigns winning the Universal Championship so soon after coming back, just because it was the only way to follow up him turning heel two days earlier on SmackDown. However, the execution of the Triple Threat was lazy. Wyatt and Strowman fought themselves until Reigns showed up and won with ease. I also didn't need to see ring collapsing for the millionth time.
· Bayley and Sasha Banks vs. Nia Jax and Shayna Baszler: This was easily the weakest match of the night at the Payback pay-per-view. As I mentioned in the "Highlights" column, the rematch on SmackDown was an improvement, but the initial encounter last Sunday bored me to tears. I would rather seen The Riott Squad take the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship from Bayley and Banks. Baszler and Jax just aren't a great team, even though the finish to this was cool.
· The Street Profits vs. Andrade and Angel Garza: Good lord, can this feud end already? The matches have mostly been entertaining, but Andrade and Garza have been established as losers and thus it's time to move on from them being partners. I realize that this merely existed so RETRIBUTION could interfere and leave everyone laying, but it likely means the rivalry isn't over yet and that we'll get yet another matchup between these two teams next week on Raw. Ugh.
· Mickie James vs. Lana: I'm all for James getting more television time and re-entering the Raw Women's Championship picture (which is long overdue), but I couldn't care less about her ongoing rivalry with Lana and Natalya. The latter two are unbearable as it is but especially together. James working with them does nothing to help anyone, but James' victory here is a positive sign that she's closer to getting a title shot against Asuka and that's bound to be awesome.
· Heavy Machinery vs. The Miz and John Morrison: These teams are beyond directionless at the moment and this match proved that. I'd be all for them engaging in a meaningful program, but I'm not hopeful that's going to be the case. Speaking of cases, I think it's safe to say that Otis as Mr. Money in the Bank has been a complete afterthought since he won the briefcase in May. Miz and Morrison attempting to steal it was stupid because Otis owns the contract regardless of who has it.
· Adam Cole vs. Finn Balor vs. Johnny Gargano vs. Tommaso Ciampa: It pains me to have to put this in the "Low Points" column since it was a very good (albeit not outstanding) match, but that ending absolutely sucked. Draws in Iron Man matches are always lame, but they're more tolerable when they immediately go into sudden death. Rather, they're saving that for next week's Super Tuesday II episode. They promised a new NXT Champion this past week and didn't deliver.
