WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 6, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: DOLPH ZIGGLER VS. CESARO - SMACKDOWN, SEPTEMBER 5
Dolph Ziggler and Cesaro have collided countless times in the last year or so, but they've never been given the opportunity to have the match they're capable of having. Whether it was on Raw, Main Event or even on Superstars, the two were always victims of time constraints. Granted, their SmackDown clash this past week only went about seven minutes, but it was by far the best bout they've had against each other to date. Cesaro and Ziggler bring out the best in one another and their awesome in-ring chemistry never disappoints. Combine Cesaro's unadulterated strength with Ziggler's stellar selling and you've got yourself a must-see match. Not even United States Champion Sheamus could take away from the entertaining action on commentary. Ziggler managed to pull out the victory via a roll-up, protecting Cesaro in the process. These two could easily be headlining pay-per-views for the world title. Just saying. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: JOHN CENA
It was another one of those rare weeks where no one Superstar stood out above all the rest. Thus, I had to go with the individual who came the closest to leaving a last impressive this past week, and that person is John Cena. The Cena "haters" aren't going to want to admit it, but the leader of the Cenation had a pretty good week if you take into account what he did on both Raw and SmackDown. Disregarding his threat to "sue" Triple H, he had two strong showings in the two multi-man matches, winning both times. Furthermore, he cut one of a great promo while in "serious" mode at the start of SmackDown. Could Cena be closing in on his second WWE World Heavyweight Championship? 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: FRIDAY NIGHT SMACKDOWN, SEPTEMBER 5
We were all hoping that last week's set of terrible tapings were only a one-off thing, but apparently not. This week's Raw, while not as bad as the week prior, was rather mediocre and showed no promising signs of it improving any time soon. It's just absolutely mind-boggling to me that the product could go from being so hot after SummerSlam to being in the worst state it's been in all year less than two weeks later. Perhaps I'm getting ahead of myself, but don't be disappointed if the Night of Champions pay-per-view falls flat like it did last year. With all that said, there was one show this week that actually entertained me as a viewer. And no, it didn't happen to be NXT this week. It was SmackDown which, for the first time in a long, was solid from start to finish. It may not have been an amazing episode, but it was better than anything we've seen from the blue brand in months. I don't expect this to be the norm going forward, but hey, at least it was fun while it lasted! 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Multi-man matches: You either love these kind of matches, or hate them. I happen to fall in the category of people who enjoy them. Sure, they're formulaic as heck, but how you not get excited about a flurry of finishers in the final few minutes? The main events of Raw and SmackDown were essentially the same, but both featured fun action and plenty of star power that you don't normally see in one match.
· Dolph Ziggler and Sheamus vs. The Miz and Cesaro: I know the product isn't exactly flourishing at the moment, but am I the only one who has been enjoying both of these midcard feuds as of late? They've been simple yet effective and have done a solid job of making me care about the midcard titles for the first time in a long while. This match was given plenty of time and I liked that Damien Sandow played a part in it as well. Miz pinning Ziggler for the win helped set up the title rematch for Night of Champions next Sunday. On a side note, the Intercontinental and United States champions teaming up felt special for once since it isn't something we haven't seen all that often recently.
· Paul Heyman promo: It was weird for Heyman to discuss the John Cena vs. Brock Lesnar match at Night of Champions with there being a chance of the contest not happening after what was teased in the opening segment, but I don't blame that on Heyman whatsoever. He cut another gem of a promo as expected and did a great job of getting fans pumped for the upcoming encounter between the two icons. His pure proof that Lesnar doesn't need to be at every Raw in order to be a successful champion. Heyman has done all the work for him and deserves quite a bit of credit for making this match must-see going into the pay-per-view.
· The Usos and Goldust & Stardust: There wasn't one thing in particular these guys did this week that was worthy of being a Highlight on its own, but as a whole, they were all excellent in adding more interest to their heavily rumored title rematch at Night of Champions. From Jey Uso's fantastic selling of the ankle injury on Raw to the backstage skit between Stardust and Goldust on SmackDown actually making sense for once, this feud has breathed new life into the depleted tag team mach and the decision to turn the Dust brothers heel has turned out to be a wise one.
· Sin Cara vs. Justin Gabriel: Any avid reader of this column knows that matches from Superstars rarely make it onto this list. Cara vs. Gabriel felt fresh and there was a lot to like about. They kept a consistent pace, Gabriel played up his heel persona and they developed some fun chemistry together. It was better than most matches that are randomly held on that show for no real reason.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Naomi, Summer Rae and Layla vs. Rosa Mendes, Eva Marie and Cameron: Need I go into detail as to why this match is here? For those of you that didn't watch Raw (and I don't at all blame you if you didn't), I'll explain why. Regardless of how much time this match was going to get, it was going to be terrible. However, because it received only one minute of in-ring time, it resulted in being an absolute train wreck. Of course, it wasn't designed to be anything more than a glorified plug for the return of Total Divas this Sunday, something they were determined on driving home and shoving down the viewers' throats throughout the evening. I enjoy the show, but the way they promote it on WWE TV is nauseating.
· Big Show and Mark Henry vs Luke Harper and Erick Rowan: I rolled my eyes at the announcement of this match on Raw. Seriously, why did this need to happen? We've seen this countless times in recent weeks and it's never any different. I've been so disgusted with the booking of The Wyatt Family as of late that it's asinine that they continue to lose so decisively. What's worse is that this match proved to be meaningless once Rusev interfered and caused the disqualification. Please let this be the last time these two tandems face off for a long, long, long time.
· The Bella Twins: The interaction between The Bellas this past week wasn't nearly as horrific as it was last week, but it was still pretty bad. The "Growing Up Bella" segments were so stupid and pointless that the time they wasted with them could have been used for something ten times more effective. WWE still hasn't given fans any incentive to cheer for Brie, whose acting remains atrocious. The fact they "apologized" to one another on Twitter this week (ON THEIR SHARED ACCOUNT!) gives me hope that officials realized how horrendous this rivalry has been and pulled the plug on it, but I'm not holding my breath.
· Bo Dallas segment: The matches Dallas and Jack Swagger were involved in this past week were half decent, but the Raw segment with Dallas and his "bolievers" went over like a fart in church. Dallas is humorous more often than not, but this segment was a swing and a miss and there were a handful of other ways they could have furthered their fashion in better fashion.
· Adam Rose vs. Titus O'Neil: This would have been fine on any other episode of Raw, but the show was already dragging and this bout didn't help matters. Rose is as irrelevant as ever (unfortunately) and O'Neil has been an enhancement talent for months. So, what was this match supposed to accomplish exactly?
