Week of September 7, 2019
Match of the Week: Chad Gable vs. Andrade: King of the Ring Quarterfinal Match - SmackDown Live, September 3
There can be little doubt that this King of the Ring tournament has been straight fire so far with almost every match delivering. That was especially evident on Tuesday's SmackDown Live when Andrade and Chad Gable clashed in quarterfinal action. Everyone knew that it had the potential to be a banger, and sure enough, their highly anticipated outing managed to live up to the lofty expectations. The action was excellent, both guys had phenomenal performances, and the crowd was super hot down the stretch. Gable's upset victory over Andrade was simply the icing on the cake.
Superstar of the Week: Bayley
It was only a few short months ago that I wrote about Bayley's big week following the Money in the Bank pay-per-view. Unfortunately, it feels like she's lost some steam in that time, especially after her feuds with Alexa Bliss, Nikki Cross and Ember Moon fell flat. That said, her heel turn at the end of Monday's Raw (which I, for one, did not see coming) was probably the best thing that could have happened to her career. She now has a new lease on life, and with fellow heel Sasha Banks by her side, I'm very excited to find out what she has in store for WWE's women's division.
Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, September 3
Speaking of Bayley, she was obviously a hot topic of conversation coming out of Raw on Monday night, so it was imperative that WWE followed up on the angle properly on SmackDown Live the next night. She, Sasha Banks and Charlotte Flair kicked off the evening on a high note, and everything else on the episode was equally entertaining. The King of the Ring matches were a blast as always, there was plenty of progression with Kofi Kingston vs. Randy Orton and Roman Reigns vs. Erick Rowan and Daniel Bryan, and Aleister Black and Shinsuke Nakamura picked up key wins.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Baron Corbin vs. Cedric Alexander: Corbin has been doing great work throughout the King of the Ring tournament, which tells me two things. Firstly, he has his best matches with smaller competitors. Secondly, he is far more bearable at the midcard level than he is in the main event scene. I have no desire to see him become King of the Ring (and I don't think he will), but I'm all for him making it to the finals to face Chad Gable. At any rate, this was a very well crafted contest with a smart layout and Alexander showing fantastic fire. Here's hoping he remains a focal point on Raw even though he's been bumped from the tourney.
· Ricochet vs. Samoa Joe: I enjoyed the encounter these two had back at the Stomping Grounds pay-per-view, so it was cool to see them rekindle their rivalry on Raw. I thought Corbin and Alexander told the superior story in their match earlier in the evening, but this was solid as well and featured some fun moments. Personally, I didn't mind the draw finish because I thought it was executed nicely. However, I do agree with the masses that a Triple Threat makes no sense and both men should have been eliminated.
· Ali vs. Elias: I didn't particularly care for Elias' recent match with Kevin Owens on SmackDown Live simply because there were far too many shenanigans and the finish was lame. This, on the other hand, was more of a straightforward singles affair and was actually entertaining as a result. Ali really killed it here and gave Elias his most memorable matchup in forever. I was bummed Ali lost and I'm honestly shocked Elias has made it as far as he has, but as long as Gable beats him in the semifinals, I'm content.
· Humberto Carrillo vs. Lince Dorado: This was a slight step down from their previous outing against each other a few weeks ago, but it was well wrestled, nonetheless. Dorado has been a part of the Cruiserweight division since the start, but it's been refreshing to see him positioned as an important singles star on 205 Live for a change as of late. His win over Carrillo here earned him a spot in the WWE Cruiserweight Championship match at Clash of Champions.
· Adam Cole vs. Jordan Myles: I'm not sure many people saw Myles as a legitimate threat to the title or expected the NXT Championship to change on a random episode of NXT, but hey, stranger things have happened. Despite that, Myles put up a hell of a fight and looked awesome coming out of this contest. He came close to beating Cole on multiple occasions but narrowly fell short of victory in the end. Cole did a terrific job of making Myles feel like he was on his level while still shining himself. I'd be all for the NXT title being defended on TV more often going forward as the brand prepares to go live on Wednesdays in two weeks (and head-to-head with AEW on TNT soon after). Stuff like this helps make the show more must-see than it normally is.
This Week's Low Points
· Seth Rollins and Braun Strowman vs. The O.C.: Maybe I'm in the minority on this, but I'm not digging this storyline with Strowman and Rollins. I don't have high expectations for their Universal Championship match at Clash of Champions and I feel their feud has done damage to Raw's tag team division. The O.C. were having a perfectly fine reign until Rollins and Strowman needlessly beat them for the belts. I thought there was a small chance that The O.C. would be added to the Raw Tag Team Championship matchup at the pay-per-view with a win here, but no such luck. If nothing else, at least they stood tall afterward for a change.
· Robert Roode and Dolph Ziggler vs. Zack Ryder and Curt Hawkins: Roode and Ziggler followed up their big win in Tag Team Turmoil last week by defeating Ryder and Hawkins (again) on Monday night. It was effective as far as allowing Roode and Ziggler to continue building momentum, but although Ryder and Hawkins are former Raw Tag Team Champions, a win over them virtually means nothing because they've been positioned as losers for so long. As previously mentioned, Raw's tag team division desperately needs help.
· The Miz vs. Cesaro: From an in-ring standpoint, this was a fun little match. I understand that it was designed to give Miz a much-needed victory ahead of Clash of Champions where he'll contend for the Intercontinental Championship, but this is in "Low Points" column because I was hoping Cesaro would have a run over in NXT UK before returning to Raw. His matchup with Ilja Dragunov at TakeOver: Cardiff was terrific, yet he's already back to losing meaningless matches on the main roster. How disappointing.
· The Viking Raiders vs. Brian Thomas and Tyler Hastings: Are Viking Raiders ever going to move on to more credible competition? They've been facing local athletes every week for three months! It's high time they entered a feud with an actual tandem on the Raw roster or even enter the Raw Tag Team Championship picture. On the bright side, it appears they might be on the verge of turning face (based off how their opponents cut heel promos beforehand). Baby steps, I suppose.
· Shinsuke Nakamura vs. local athlete: I've mentioned before how I'm all in on his Nakamura-Sami Zayn pairing and how I believe both men can benefit from it. Zayn can be the mouthpiece Nakamura has been sorely lacking since he arrived on the main roster, but having him talk (a.k.a. obnoxiously yell) during Nakamura's matches is not going to make the duo any more despicable. Rather, it makes Zayn incredibly annoying and gives me a reason to change the channel. WWE has experimented with this in the past with Abraham Washington (remember him?) and Lio Rush and it didn't work with either one of them. I'm not sure why WWE thinks this time will any different. The sooner they scrap that unnecessary gimmick, the better.
