Week of September 8, 2018
Match of the Week: Daniel Bryan vs. Andrade "Cien" Almas - SmackDown Live, September 4
I thoroughly enjoyed the first ever encounter between Daniel Bryan and Andrade "Cien" Almas on last week's SmackDown Live and held out hope that the non-finish meant that WWE would go back to this bout down the road. Granted, they waited all of one week before holding the rematch, but Bryan vs. Almas II ended up being just as excellent if not better than the original. Almas has gained a ton from going toe-to-toe with the former world champ and holding his own, despite falling short of victory on both occasions. Here's hoping he gets a bit of a boost coming out of this.
Superstar of the Week: Dolph Ziggler and Drew McIntyre
It's no secret that Raw's tag team division has been on ice for months and has been in desperate need of a hard reboot. The Revival would have been a fantastic fit as Raw Tag Team Champions and almost received that opportunity this week on Raw, but a backstage ambush put Dolph Ziggler and Drew McIntyre in contention for the twin titles instead. I was surprised how long The B-Team lasted against the challengers, but ultimately, Ziggler and McIntyre took home the belts as they should have. The duo also asserted their dominance over The Shield at the end of the evening.
Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, September 4
I'm not overly optimistic that Raw will be picking up in quality any time soon with the fall season (which is typically a dead period for the flagship show) upon us, but at least fans have SmackDown Live to look forward to on Tuesday nights. The blue brand produced another entertaining episode this week with almost everything serving a purpose and holding my attention. The ruthless rivalry between The Miz and Daniel Bryan was effectively furthered, Jeff Hardy vs. Randy Orton was hyped for Hell in a Cell, and AJ Styles and Samoa Joe engaged in a hot brawl, among other things.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Shawn Michaels and The Undertaker: As much as I loved this segment, it's pretty sad that the top highlight of Raw had nothing to do with the current crop of talent. That isn't the fault of the Superstars but rather the company for not positioning them as bigger stars. Nevertheless, this was a strong verbal exchange that succeeded in getting me more excited for Undertaker vs. Triple H at WWE Super Show-Down next month than I was before. Not only that, the seeds were planted for Michaels potentially returning to the ring at some point. Personally, I don't wish to see that, but it will definitely get people talking.
· Bobby Roode and Chad Gable vs. The Ascension: Of course, the match itself wasn't worth writing home about, but I'm actually in full favor of Roode and Gable partnering up. Of course, I'd prefer Roode and Gable being showcased in singles competition and not resort to their roots in the tag team ranks, but this could end up being beneficial to both guys (and Raw's tag team division). They already have chemistry together based off what we saw Monday and I could see them being as fun as Beer Money were in TNA.
· AJ Styles attacks Samoa Joe: I was skeptical when Joe teased going to the Styles household on this week's SmackDown Live, if only because WWE tends to get too cute for their own good with those types of things. Thankfully, they resisted the urge to take their rivalry outside of the arena and instead had the two engage in a hot brawl ahead of their WWE Championship clash at Hell in a Cell. I still say that they deserve to fight inside the Cell structure, but WWE has the go-home show next week to make that official. Imagine the physicality if they were locked up inside Hell in a Cell.
· Charlotte Flair and Becky Lynch: I won't beat a dead horse about how Flair and Lynch are miscast as characters at the moment, but I will say that I appreciated how Lynch didn't blatantly come off as a heel this week with what she had to say about Charlotte. The former friends aired their grievances about each other and set the stage for their match at Hell in a Cell in simple and effective fashion. Props to both women for such great mic work.
· Gran Metalik vs. Tony Nese: The Tornado tag team match the Lucha House Party had with Buddy Murphy and Nese two weeks ago was outstanding while Kalisto and Murphy ripped it up in a one-on-one affair last week, so it only made sense for Metalik and Nese to do battle on the latest 205 Live. Sure enough, they put together a terrific matchup. I've been critical o Nese before for lacking charisma, but he never ceases to bring it in the ring. As for Metalik, he is one of the most underrated athletes in the entire company and I was happy he had the opportunity to go all out here. They were given plenty of time to contest the bout they were capable of and kick off the show on a high note. Now, Metalik will face off with Murphy next week.
· Johnny Gargano vs. Velveteen Dream: I assumed this would be a quality contest going in, but it took it to a whole new level and had an exceptional outing. The storytelling was spectacular as well and resulted in not only a huge victory for Dream but another devastating loss for Gargano.

This Week's Low Points
· The Shield are arrested: I could have sworn we have seen this angle before, at least at some point with them individually if not collectively. Either way, WWE must have assumed their fans were stupid for thinking that The Shield would be arrested, appear in front of a judge, and then be released within three hours... at 11 p.m. eastern time on a holiday. Worse yet, the notion that every heel on Raw will be siding against The Shield is ridiculous and not a compelling hook for the coming weeks of programming. We've been down this road in the past and it's never exciting. Baron Corbin is already off to a poor start as Raw general manager.
· The Bella Twins vs. The Riott Squad: I'm willing to give Brie and Nikki a chance and see what they eventually get involved in (probably the Raw Women's Championship picture with Ronda Rousey), but this was an underwhelming in-ring return for them. To her credit, Nikki looked decent in there, but Brie's performance in particular was pretty terrible. She missed not just one dive but two. I'll chalk that up to ring rust, though, because she looked like she brushed it off and bounced back the next night on SmackDown Live.
· Bobby Lashley, Jinder Mahal and Kevin Owens: A meditation session? Really? WWE is basically asking viewers to change the channel at that point. A Lashley vs. Mahal sounds incredibly boring on paper if they end up going in that direction, but it appears Owens will be Lashley's next rival instead. Honestly, I can't bring myself to care. I actually had some interest in finding out what was next for Owens after he "quit" on Raw last week, but then WWE ruined that by bringing him back a mere week later week. Everything about this segment is what's wrong with Raw nowadays.
· Sasha Banks and Bayley vs. Dana Brooke and Ember Moon: After Brooke fell short of beating Banks last week, Titus O'Neil scored her another opportunity to shine in a tag team match against both Banks and Bayley. This, too, was total throwaway. I guess the story is that we're supposed to invest in Brooke breaking away from Titus Worldwide, but I have no faith she will find any more success on her own.
· Naomi vs. Peyton Royce: Same shit, different week. That isn't to say that the match was terrible, but I'm not really sure what can be said about it since it was so short. Mind you, that might have been for the best, but nothing Naomi and The IIconics are doing is making me want to see more matches between them. The IIconics' promos alone are unbearable to listen to at this point because their material is dreadful. On the bright side, Asuka finally resurfaced on SmackDown by coming to the aid of Naomi, but she feels like a complete afterthought at the moment. It's insane to think that she was once undefeated for almost three years, and now she is just another woman on the roster. She likely won't gain anything from this tag team feud.
· No Shinsuke Nakamura: There was a period right after his Royal Rumble win that Nakamura was nowhere to be seen on SmackDown, and the same thing is happening currently now that he's United States Champion. Should having that title have the opposite effect?
