Week of December 21, 2019
Match of the Week: Shayna Baszler vs. Rhea Ripley: NXT Women's Championship Match - NXT, December 18
Although you could argue that NXT should have held off on having Rhea Ripely vie for Shayna Baszler's NXT Women's Championship until TakeOver: Portland, I think now was the perfect time to pull the trigger on the title change. Ripley is red-hot coming off her huge Survivor Series weekend, not to mention that she was the right woman to dethrone Baszler after over a year. Their match was everything I hoped it would be and more. It had exciting action, an electric atmosphere and a suspenseful final stretch. Ripley's post-match celebration made for an amazing moment.
Superstar of the Week: The New Day
The New Day have had a real roller coaster of a year, but they closed out 2019 on a high note (both literally and figuratively) with a great week. First, they successfully defended their SmackDown Tag Team Championship against The Revival in an excellent match to kick off the TLC pay-per-view. It was honestly one of the better bouts on the entire show. Then, they rode that wave of momentum into Friday Night SmackDown, where they knocked off Shinsuke Nakamura and Cesaro in non-title action. Who will be next to step up to Kofi Kingston and Big E and challenge them for their twin titles?
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, December 18
NXT winning this award week in and week out really shouldn't come as a surprise to anyone at this point. The show is simply on another level. It feels like Raw and SmackDown have been phoning it in for some time now, while the TLC pay-per-view from last weekend was fairly flat on the whole. NXT had a near-perfect show between the two tremendous title matches and everything else in between delivering. It was the black-and-gold's final live show of 2019 and they went out with a bang. If you aren't already tuning into the show on a weekly basis, you're doing yourself a disservice.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Aleister Black vs. Buddy Murphy: The TLC pay-per-view was largely deprived of great matches, but I thought Black and Murphy stole the show with their electric encounter. The wrestling was exceptional, the crowd was invested in the action, and both guys finally had a chance to showcase their skills. This is what we need more of on WWE TV. Squash matches are effective in getting talent over, but a thrilling, competitive contest is even better. Black hasn't had the greatest 2019, but if he can maintain this momentum, he'll be back on the right track in 2020. I'm already anticipating their upcoming rematch on Raw.
· Humberto Carrillo vs. Andrade: These two once again brought their best, this time on the TLC Kickoff show. It was one of the few above-average matches that took place at the pay-per-view along with Black vs. Murphy and the SmackDown Tag Team Championship Ladder match. Their chemistry is off the charts and I was happy Carrillo picked up another meaningful win, but I don't love where this bad blood between Andrade and Zelina Vega seems to be headed. Splitting them up would be a terrible decision.
· Seth Rollins promo: Kudos to WWE for not making the same mistakes with Rollins that they've made with Roman Reigns over the years. Turning him heel was the best thing they could have done coming off all the backlash he's received from fans. He's already off to a strong start in his new role and this was another excellent promo from him. I liked how he provided a cliffhanger at the end teasing something for later on in the night on Raw. That led to him attacking Rey Mysterio and challenging him for the United States Championship next week.
· Becky Lynch interview: Lynch hasn't felt like an important player on Raw since before Survivor Series, but I thought this sit-down interview with her and Charly Caruso from Raw did an effective job of setting up what's next for her, and that's a feud with Asuka. As Lynch mentioned here, Asuka beat her back at the Royal Rumble and Lynch never avenged that loss. It's the most logical match to do over the Raw Women's Championship and, of course, it should be saved for the Rumble.
· The New Day vs. Shinsuke Nakamura and Cesaro: Yes, we just saw these teams face off for the SmackDown Tag Team Championship a few weeks ago, but I enjoyed this outing for what it was, nonetheless. Nakamura and Cesaro have made for a terrific tandem lately, but Nakamura really should be focused on more as Intercontinental Champion. Thankfully, it looks like he's about to get some tough competition in Braun Strowman, who returned afterward to save New Day from Nakamura and Cesaro. He was out injured for over a month and a program with Nakamura over the Intercontinental title is a perfectly fine spot for him to be in. If he can't beat Nakamura, however, he'll be considered the ultimate loser. He never wins when it matters most.
· Heavy Machinery vs. The Revival: I can see some fans absolutely hating this, but as a Christmas mark, I thoroughly enjoyed the Miracle on 34th Street Fight, as I do every year. In fact, I found it to be the best part of SmackDown. The crowd ate it up and Heavy Machinery made the most of the stipulation. Elias running down Revival on the mic post-match was random, though.
· Adam Cole vs. Finn Balor: This was an awesome opener on NXT this week, and although the outcome was never really in doubt, they told a stellar story and delivered the goods. Johnny Gargano returning to cost Balor the NXT Championship was a pleasant surprise and I'm looking forward that feud developing.
This Week's Low Points
· The Kabuki Warriors vs. Becky Lynch and Charlotte Flair: I had high hopes for this TLC match (especially coming off their tremendous main event last year), but it fell flat for me. First and foremost, Kairi Sane's unfortunate injury definitely caused the layout of the matchup to be changed halfway through. The bout probably would have been better had she not gotten concussed, but not by much. There were a ton of missed spots and awkward moments. In other words, it didn't feel like a pay-per-view main event whatsoever. It was cool to see the women headline for the second straight month, but they didn't deliver.
· Roman Reigns vs. King Corbin: I can't say I'm surprised this match was as dull as it was. Unlike with the aforementioned TLC matchup, we knew going into the event that Reigns and Corbin had no chemistry. I guess WWE expected the TLC stipulation to hide that fact, but it obviously did not. The interference only made matters worse and Corbin winning means the feud will continue. The bigger story is that nobody came to Reigns' aid, which tells me he's either really unlikable in the locker room or has no friends (or both).
· Rusev vs. Bobby Lashley: The streak of below-average matches at the TLC show continued with Rusev and Lashley fighting in a Tables match. There was zero suspense and zero reason for fans to care. I was hoping Rusev would reign supreme and put this rivalry to rest once and for all, but sadly, that was not the case. Not only did Lashley win, we found out the next night on Raw that Lashley and Lana are getting married. I realize any segment involving them does impressive numbers online, but this storyline has sucked big time.
· The Viking Raiders vs. The O.C.: I've been saying for almost two months now that Viking Raiders vs. The O.C. is the most logical feud to do over the Raw Tag Team Championship, but their match at TLC was nothing special and the double count-out finish was lame. The rematch on Raw was somehow even more boring. They were given a ton of time, but the crowd was quiet for a majority of it. The O.C. are clearly next in line for a shot at the twin titles, but their win came off as anticlimactic.
· AJ Styles vs. Randy Orton: What an incredibly disappointing match. There technically wasn't anything wrong with this from an in-ring standpoint, but we all know these two are capable of much more together, as seen at WrestleMania. This felt phoned in and completely forgettable. Styles has lost far more than he's won lately, so I'm waiting for him to pick up an important win. As for Orton, he's beloved by the audience, but it seems like he hasn't been motivated to give whatever he's involved in his best effort. In all honesty, the same can be said about Styles as well. Hopefully that changes soon because they are two of Raw's finest and shouldn't be under-performing like this. It was an uneventful encounter to close out a largely uneventful episode of Raw.
· United States Championship number one contender's Gauntlet match: A lot like Styles vs. Orton, the wrestling was solid, but the stunning lack of energy was apparent. My biggest issue with this matchup was that it didn't end up meaning anything as there was no proper ending. Plus, we found out later in the show that Rey Mysterio will defend the title against Seth Rollins next week.
· Carmella vs. Sonya Deville: This felt like a throwback to the days of the Divas division years ago. While not egregiously bad, it was way too short to be anything out of the ordinary and Carmella won with relative ease. It just reminded me how wasted Deville and Mandy Rose have been for the better part of 2019.
